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This Internaticnal Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 9, 11, 18, 19{completely); 1, 5-8(partially)

A self-ligating orthodontic bracket comprising:

a body having a pair of laterally spaced gingival tie wings
and a pair of laterally spaced occlusal tie wings, the
gingival and occlusal tie wings projecting from a Tabial
surface of the body;

an arch wire slot extending mesially-distally across the
body and between the gingival and occlusal tie wings to
accommodate an arch wire

a free-sliding c¢1ip wherein the clip allows placement and
removal of the arch wire when in the open position and
prevents the displacement of the arch wire from the bracket
member when in the closed position.

A self-ligating orthodontic bracket comprising:

a body having a pair of laterally spaced gingival tie wings
and a pair of laterally spaced occlusal tie wings, the
gingival and occlusal tie wings projecting from a labial
surface of the body:

an arch wire slot extending mesially-distally across the
body and between the gingival and occlusal tie wings to
accommodate an archwire;

a locking mechanism on the mesial and distal ends of the
bracket body designed as a gear rack; and

a locking clip with a mating gear rack of the locking
mechanism to keep the clip closed.

1.1. claims: 18, 19

A self-ligating orthodontic bracket comprising:

a body having a pair of laterally spaced gingival tie wings
and a pair of laterally spaced occlusal tie wings, the
gingival and occlusal tie wings projecting from a Tabial
surface of the body;

an arch wire slot extending mesially-distally across the
body and between the gingival and occlusal tie wings to
accommodate an archwire;

a Tocking mechanism on the mesial and distal ends of the
bracket body designed as a gear rack; and

a locking clip with a mating gear rack of the locking
machanism to keep the clip closed.

2. claims: 2, 3, 20, 21{completely); 1, 5-8(partially)

A self-ligating orthodontic bracket comprising:

a body having a pair of laterally spaced gingival tie wings
and a pair of laterally spaced occlusal tie wings, the
gingival and ccclusal tie wings projecting from a labial
surface of the body;

an arch wire slot extending mesially-distally across the
body and between the gingival and occlusal tie wings to




(86) JP 2015-531303 A 2015.11.2

International Application No. PCT/ US2013/ 064184

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

accommodate an arch wire

a controlled-locking clip wherein the clip allows placement
and removal of the arch wire when in the open position and
prevents the displacement of the arch wire from the bracket
member when in the closed position.

3, claims: 4, 10, 22-62(completely); 1, 7(partially)

A self-ligating orthodontic bracket comprising:

a body having a pair of laterally spaced gingival tie wings
and a pair of laterally spaced occlusal tie wings, the
gingival and occlusal tie wings projecting from a labial
surface of the body;

an arch wire slot extending mesially-distally across the
body and between the gingival and occlusal tie wings to
accommodate an arch wire

a pivoting clip wherein the clip allows placement and
removal of the arch wire when in the open pesition and
prevents the displacement of the arch wire from the bracket
member when in the closed position.

4, claims: 12-17

A self-ligating orthodontic bracket comprising:

a body having a pair of laterally spaced gingival tie wings
and a pair of laterally spaced occlusal tie wings, the
gingival and occlusal tie wings projecting from a labial
surface of the body;

an arch wire slot extending mesially-distally across the
body and between the gingival and occlusal tie wings to
accommodate an archwire;

a2 locking mechanism on the mesial and distal ends of the
bracket body designed as a gear rack; and

a2 locking clip with a mating gear rack of the locking
mechanism to keep the clip closed.
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Continuation of Box 1I.2

Claims Nos.: 22-62(partially)

The wording of independent claim 22 as it stands does not exclude that
the retention member is a part of the body retaining the clip, therefore,
its subject-matter is so broad that it is anticipated by most documents
of IPC class AS1C7/28.

In addition, the wording of claim 22 also covers
embodiments in which the retention member is a separate element, only
coupled to the bracket in the closed position. Therefore, claim 22 does
not meet the requirements of article 6 PCT because its subject-matter
hence covers embodiments that are not fully supported by the
description.

Following a cumbersome analysis of claims 22 to 62, from
the non-exhaustive 1ist of examples cited below, it appears that the
subject-matter of those claims are related to embodiments correspeonding
to figures 17 to 24, and 28 to 30, which encompass a pivoting
self-ligating bracket.

List of examples:

- "biasing member" in claim 27
is only mentioned in paragraphs 148 to 175 of the description, which
refer to the pivoting embodiments of figure 28.

- "locking clip has a
generally U-shaped or cruciform profile" in claim 43 is only mentioned in
paragraph 129 of the description, which refers to the pivoting
embodiments of figure 28.

- "locking clip is pivotably mounted" in claim
46 is only mentioned in paragraph 129 of the description, which refers to
the pivoting embodiments of figure 28.

- "tail ends" in claim 47 is
mentioned in paragraphs 94, 102, 132 and 133, which refer to different
pivoting embodiments respectively illustrated in figures 18, 21 and 28.
- "vertical slot" in claim 49 is mentioned in paragraphs 127, 142 and
147, which refer to the pivoting embodiments illustrated in figures 17
and 28.

- "gval body shape" in claim 5@ is cnly mentioned in paragraph

125, which refers to the pivoting embodiment illustrated in figure 28.

"cover portion" and "attachment member" in claims 55 and 58 is mentioned
in paragraphs 170 to 172, which refer to the pivoting embodiment
illustrated in figure 29.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPD
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
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out during examination before the EPQ (see EPO Guidelines C-1V, 7.2),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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