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FORM 206 :
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I: claims 1-6, 18-26, directed to a composition comprising a polygalactomannan
Group |I: claims 53-61, 67-84, directed to a method for making a dihydroxypropyi-substituted-polygalactomannan

The inventions listed as Groups I-1l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

Special technical features:

The special technical feature of Group Il is a method for making a dihydroxypropyl-substituted-polygalactomannan, not required by
group |
Shared Technical Features:

Groups I-ll share the technical feature of composition compnsmg a polygalactomannan substituted with at least one dihydroxyalkyl
moiety, wherein the composition comprises unsubstituted mannose, substituted mannose, unsubstituted galactose and substituted
galactose, and wherein the molar ratio of the combined unsubstituted mannose and substituted mannose to the combined unsubstituted
galactose and substituted galactose is at least about 2.0: 1.

However, this shared technical feature does not represent a contribution over prior art, because the shared technical feature is being
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mannose ( para [0006), unsubstituted poymannose backbone), substituted mannose (para [0020], hydrophobially modified
galactomannan) unsubstituted galactose (para [0006], attachment of galactose side units) substituted galactose (para [0011], hydroxyl
groups present on the galactomannan are substituted with at least one cationic moiety) wherein the molar ratio of combined
unsubstituted and substituted mannose to the combined unsubstituted and substituted galactose is at least about 2:1 (para [0018], the
average ratio of d-mannosyl to d-galactosy! units in the polygalactomannan is at least 5:1). .

As the shared technica! features were known in the art at the time of the invention, they cannot be considered special technical features
that would otherwise unify the groups. Therefore, Groups I-l lack unity under PCT Rule 13.

Note: claims 7-17, 27-52, 62-66 determined unsearchable because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with
the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)
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