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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM W. CASE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clothes-Line Sup-
ports; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such aswill enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

Figure 1 is a plan view of invention ap-
plied to a window-casing in seetion, the posi-
tion of the device when drawn inward indi-
cated in dotted lines. TFig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of invention. Fig.3 is an enlarged plan
view of same, bar C broken and one of disks
% and barrel I' in section. Tig. 4 is a side
view of yoke device. Fig.5 is a similar view
with slotted arm of voke pushed forward to
insert rope. Tig. 6 is a perspective view of
socket-piece D, bifurcated arms, and pawl.

It has been heretofore, and is at present,
the custom with families above the ground
floor in houses in cities to have a high post
or pole set up at the end of the rear yard of
the premises, to which they attach a clothes-
line running through a pulley and connected
to another pulley attached to the outer frame
of a window, which arrangement enables
them to hang out their clothes to dry without
the necessity of taking them down to the
vard, as was formerly the custom.

The object of this invention is to provide
a bracket-and-pulley deviee of simple and
improved character for attaching the line to
the window-frame, said device being so con-
structed and arranged as to obviate the ne-
cessity for the operator to reach out of the
window in putting out or taking in clothes,
a practice which is not only laborious and
inconvenient, but also dangerous.

A further object is to provide a device of
this eharacter which will permit the shutters
to be closed at night while the clothes are
hanging out.

TWith these objects in view, the invention
consists in the novel construction and com-

Dbination of parts,all as hereinafter described
and pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the letter A designates a perforated plate or
bracket which is designed to be secured to
the outside of a window easing or frame, pref-
erably at the left-hand side. Secured fo or
integral with this plate or bracket is a hori-
zontally-projecting segment-block B, which
is equal to or greater than a half-circle, and
whose periphery is formed with a series of
teeth or projections ¢, which are straight at
one side, and have a beveled face o at the
opposite side, the beveled face of one tooth
being separated from the straight wall or
face ¢’ of the succeeding tooth by an angular
socket or seat @

C designates an arm whose length must be
less than the width of the window, and which
is fitted at its inner end portion with a socket-
piece D, which is formed with a bifurcated
extension or yoke D', arranged to embrace
the segment-block B, and to pivot thereto, as
indicated at d, whereby said arm is capable
of being swung in a horizontal plane through
an arc of one hundred and eighty degrees.

E designates a pawl-lever which is pivoted
to the arm C and is arranged to engage with
the teeth or projections « of the segment, and
also with notched projections e of the socket-
piece D. A spring I’ seated between the
power-arm of the said lever and the arm C
normally maintains the pawl in engagement
with the segment. Said pawl drops into one
of the sockets or seats ¢ of the segment-block
and secures the arm C firmly against move-
ment in either direction. . By pressing the
power-arm of the pawl-leverslightly, the pawl
will rise out of this socket to the inclined face
a?, and the arm can be readily swung inward
by pulling it in that direction. In like man-
ner, by a greater pressure on the arm of said
lever, the pawl can be disengaged and the
arm swung outward until the desired position
is reached, when the lever isreleased and the
pawl actuated to drop into engagement again.
The notches in the projections e are capable
of being brought into line with the seats or
sockets in the segment-block, and the notches
and seats in connection with the pawl act to
hold the arm C firmly in position.

55

6o

70

75

8o

€5

g0

95

100




10

I35

20

25

40

45

50

55

6o

65

5 551,260

Theouter end of the arm C is provided with
a snap-hool ¥ or other suitable device, which
is loosely connected with the arm by means
of an eye on the hook which engages a second
eye on the arm, as shown in Fig. 3, or by other
suitable means, whereby the said arm is free
toswing around at substantially right angles
thereto. : G designates a pulley device for the
clothes-line, said pulley being loosely con-
nected with said hook I,

It will be readily understood that the arm
C, when the ¢lothes are out on the line, is at
right angles to the side of the building and
extending straight out therefrom; as shown
in Fig. 1. 'When, however, it «is desired to
have access to the line to put clothes out or
take them in, the pawl-lever B is pressed to
lift its pasl out of engagement.with: the seg-
ment and said.armis swung inwardly through
an: are. of substantially: ene hundred. and
eighty degrees until it extends: straight back
into the room.  In: this position the: snap-
hook F is at right angles to the arm and the
line substautially: parallel therewith.: The
snap-hook should be two or three inches or
more in length in order to:give a sufficient
space between the line and armto permit the
clothes to be hung on the line and pulled out
of the window from the pulley without com-
ing in contact or interfering with: the arm.
In this position it will he seen that the oper-
ator can perform the necessary work of put-
ting out or taking in the clothes without
reaching or:straining and without danger of
falling or exposure to the weather. It is of
course necessary that therve shall be sufficient
slack in the line to permit the necessary move-
ment of the arm .

‘When the arm is extended out .of the win-
dowthe pawl holds it securely in its position,
which, instead of being straight out or away
from the building, may be at any desired angle
thereto. The engagement of the pawl with
the notched projections e of the socket-piece
D makes the lock more secure.

By placing the pawl-lever upon the swing-
ing arm, such lever can be operated with the
same hand that is employed in moving the
arm, and while the arm is being swung, to
keep the pawl out of engagement, as above
described.

I will now describe the form of the pulley
G which I prefer to use.

I employ a yoke consisting of two parallel
disk or plate portions 7, united by an arm 7'
at the front, and the two parallel rearwardly-
extending arms which ave marked H II'.
The arm II is integral with one of the disk
portions, but the arm I’ is a separate piece,
and is made toslide in a guideway formed by
a diametrical opening through the disk por-
tion. Said arm is slotted for the greater por-
tion of its length, as indicated at i, to en-
able it to ride upon the axis ¢ of the sheave
G, which is journaled between said disk por-
tions, and to receive a locking-bolt 1. Said
bolt has a bearing in the arm H and in a barrel

portion I" between the two arms, and is pro-
vided with a spring I? which normally holds
said bolt.in engagement with the slot 22 of the
arm I'." ‘When it is desired to pass the line
onto the pulley, this bolt is withdrawn  from
engagement with the arm ') and the latter
is slid forward on the axis ¢, whieh forms an
opening through which the line can be intro-
duced onto the sheave G'. - Said arm is then
slid back and: the Dolt T again engaged therc-
with; which makes it impossible for the line
to .eseape from its confinement.

By the above construction, the two ends of
the line can be previously joined, making an
endless line, and this lHne can be readily and
quickly slipped onto and off from the pulley.

The said yoke is usually connected to the

-snap-hdok 'I' by means of an eye or ring K,

in order that it may be. readily disengaged.

The closing of the shutters while the line
is out can be effected in’ twoways, as follows:
The: bracket heing attached to the left-hand
side, the right-hand shutter is first closed.
The arm, with line: attached, is then swung
around until it is parallel with theclosed shut-
ter, and is held in that position by means of
its pawl: ' Theleft shutteris then closed and
fastened to the right one, there being a space
between. the two shutters equal to the thick-
ness of the arm,: During the day, should it
be desired to exclude the sun without closing
the shutters, the arm can be swung into the
proper position, and the shutters bowed with
theiriouter edges separated from :each other
by the thicknessof the said arm. Another
method of closing the shutters is to detach
the pulley from the snap-hook and hang it
on & nail or hook on. the outside of the house,
below the sill. * The arm can then be swung
in parallel with the sash and the shutters be
entirely closed.

Having thus described my invention, what
Lclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a device for hanging clothes lines, the
combination of a plate or bracket designed
to be secured to a window frame and having
a horizontally porjecting portion formed with
peripheral teeth or projections, a horizontal
arm having at its inner end a bifurcated ex-
tension or yoke which embraces said segment
portion and is pivotally secured thereto to
swing in a horizontal plane, said extension or
yoke having mnotched projections, whose
notches are capable of being brought into
line with the spaces between the said teeth
and a lever carried by the said arm and hav-
ing a pawl which is arranged to engage both
the said teeth or projections of the segment
and the notched projections of the yoke or
extension, substantially as specified.

2. The herein described pulley device for
hanging clothes lines, said device comprising
a yoke having parallel disk or plate portions,
and arms extending from said disk or plate
portions, one of said arms being free to slide
in one of the said portions, a spring actuated
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bolt having a bearing in the stationary arm
and adapted to engage the sliding arm, and a
pulley journaled between said disk or plate
portions, substantially as specified.

3. Tn a device for hanging clothes lines, the
combination with a bracket having a segment
hlock formed with a series of teeth, each of
which has a straight wall ¢’ and an inclined
face ¢?, and which are separated from each
other by angular seats or sockets o’, an arm
having a bifurcated extension or yoke which
embraces the said block and is pivoted theve-
to, sald extension or yoke having the notched

projections e, a lever carried by the said arm
and having a pawl arranged to engage the
said seats or sockets ¢ and the notches of the
projections e, and a spring for normally main-
taining the engagement of the said pawl, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

- in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM W. CASE.
Witnesses: '
Jaums WiLniaM CASE,
JULIUs LEHRENKRAUSS, Jr.
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