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1. 

PARLIMENTARY PROCEDURE SIGN 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to apparatus that is an aid in 

conducting meetings and, more particularly, to a lec 
tern including a plurality of signs that display the vari 
ous phases of parliamentary procedure to aid in the uti 
lization of parliamentary procedure when conducting a 
meeting. 

Efficiency demands that meetings of all but the small 
est groups of people be conducted in accordance with 
established rules of procedure. For example, parlia 
mentary procedure has been widely adopted as the 
most efficient process for conducting meetings that in 
volve a substantial number of persons. - 
Yet even when using parliamentary procedure, prob 

lems remain. One difficulty encountered in following 
parliamentary procedure in meetings with many per 
sons is that often a large number of participants are un 
sure of what phase of the meeting is currently in 
progress. This occurs, for example, when persons enter 
and leave the meeting hall, as seems inevitable in a 
large meeting, or when small groups within the hall 
hold brief discussions among themselves and temporar 
ily become uncertain of the phase the meeting has 
reached. Thus time is often wasted when persons make 
motions or other suggestions and comments at an im 
proper time. Much of this time could be saved if a way 
to continually, but unobtrusively, indicate the phase to 
which the meeting has progressed were available. 

It is an object of this invention, therefore, to provide 
a sign that effectively indicates the phase to which a 
meeting has progressed and possesses such other attri 
butes as are necessary to render the sign acceptable to 
those responsible for the conduct of meetings. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
This invention is characterized by a lectern that de 

fines a place to be occupied by a speaker and includes 
a front face that defines a plurality of openings, each 
opening retaining a separate display sign. The upper 
surface of the lectern slopes toward the speaker to pro 
vide a convenient work surface for him. Different pha 
ses of parliamentary procedure are displayed by each 
sign and separate illumination sources, selectively con 
trolled by the speaker, illuminate each indicator. The 
lectern is placed so that the signs are in the view of per 
sons facing the speaker. During the course of the meet 
ing, the illumination source associated with the indica 
tor corresponding to the contemporaneous phase of the 
meeting is energized to illuminate the appropriate dis 
play sign. Thus, the participants of the meeting are con 
tinually aware of the phase of the meeting that is cur 
rently transpiring and little time is wasted with motions 
and comments that are inappropriate for the contem 
poraneous phase. In a preferred embodiment disclosed 
herein, two sets of display signs are utilized to provide 
better visibility for the audience when the speaker is 
addressing a large group. 
A feature of the invention is that it is self-contained. 

Consequently, the lectern can be removed from sight 
when not in use. The ability to remove the lectern when 
it is not being used will be attractive to many prospec 
tive purchasers. For example, hotels and restaurants 
that possess large combination meeting and ballrooms 
may be hesitant to install a permanent rostrum bearing 
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such indicator signs in the view of persons within the 
room. That is because, while the sign would be useful 
during meetings, it would detract from the atmosphere 
desired during such functions as receptions and dances. 
Thus, if the meeting room is in fact a multipurpose 
room, a removable rostrum is preferable. Also, con 
sider the organization that is holding the meeting. 
Many organizations, such as service clubs, may meet at 
various locations at different times. Thus, in order for 
the subject lectern to be most useful for the organiza 
tion, it must be readily movable to their various meet 
ing locations. 
Yet another feature of the invention is the inclusion 

of an alarm apparatus comprising indicator lamps and 
a buzzer. The lamps, when activated, flash repeatedly 
in response to a flasher. Separate or simultaneous ener 
gization of the lamps and buzzer is possible. The alarm 
apparatus is used, for example, when a discussion of a 
controversial subject promotes private conversations 
and out of order comments among the meeting partici 
pants. In such an event, either the lamps or the buzzer 
or both can be activated so that the chairman or the 
speaker can quickly and easily regain the attention of 
the meeting participants. 

Still another feature of the invention is the utilization 
of rear illumination sources in conjunction with indica 
tor signs that are composed of transclucent material. 
During use, the signs may be viewed from many direc 
tions simultaneously and indicators that are front 
lighted can be subject to glare and thus be rendered il 
legible to some meeting participants. However, rear 
lighting permits the use of a glare resistant substrate for 
the signs, thus insuring that the indicators are legible 
from all positions within the meeting hall. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGs 
These and other features and objects of the present 

invention will become more apparent upon a perusal of 
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the following description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a preferred lectern apparatus; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation view of the apparatus 

shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the apparatus shown in 

FIGS. 1 and 2 taken along the lines 2-2; and 
FIG. 4 is a diagram of a portion of the circuitry uti 

lized in the preferred lectern shown above. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 
referring first to FIGS. 2 and 3 there is shown a lec 

tern 21 including an enclosure 22 that defines two plu 
ralities of windows 24. The pluralities are identical and 
thus distinctions need not be made between them. In 
each window 24 is a display sign 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 
31, each sign 26-31 displaying a different phase of par 
liamentary procedure as shown in FIG. 2. An examina 
tion of FIG. 2 shows that the sign 11 is larger than the 
others, and thus may carry two lines of lettering. For, 
example, both "Meeting in Session' and a line identify 
ing the organization holding the meeting. Preferably, at 
least the sign 31 is removable, thus permitting a change 
of organization names. The sign 31 can be removed 
from the rear of the panel on which it is mounted. The 
panel can be removed for sign changing or mainte 
nance by removal of screws 20. The rostrum 21 is self 
contained and portable. 
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On an upper platform surface 32 of the enclosure is 
a control panel 35. On the panel 35 is a push-button on 
off switch 73 with a built in pilot light 75. The slope of 
the upper surface 32 helps define a place for a speaker 
to stand. Also on the upper surface are a coaster 42 for 
a glass and a receptacle 43 for an ash tray. A light as 
sembly 44 illuminates the upper surface 32. A micro 
phone 53 is coupled to an amplifier 54 and then to two 
loudspeakers 55 that project the speaker's voice to 
ward an audience facing him. The gain of the amplifier 
can be rendered responsive to a control on the panel 35 
if desired. 
The signs 26-31 are transulcent plates with opaque 

lettering thereon and thus, when rear light sources 
26b-31b (described below) behind them are energized, 
the lettering shows clearly. Separate rear light sources 
are provided for each separate sign 26-31 and switches 
26a-31a on the control panel 35 independently operate 
the light sources. In addition, behind two red filters 37a 
in the enclosure are two alarm lamps 37 and when a 
switch 38 is activated the alarm lamps 37 begin to flash, 
and when a switch 39 is activated a buzzer 58 is ener 
gized. Each switch 26.a31a, 38 and 39 includes a lamp 
that lights when the switch is activated. Disposed at 
each end of each sign 26-31 is a small marker lens 41, 
covering a marker lamp (not shown) that is illuminated 
when the associated indicator is illuminated. The lenses 
41 may be, for example, a color such as red that will at 
tract attention. 
During use of the lectern 21, the enclosure 22 is 

placed in a position that is within sight of the meeting 
participants. When it is desired to bring the meeting to 
order, the speaker activates the switch 31 a thus illumi 
nating the sign 31 and the lenses 41 adjacent thereto. 
It will be recalled that the sign 31 displays both the 
name of the organization that is meeting and the mes 
sage that the meeting is in session. In the event that il 
lumination of the sign 31 does not immediately attract 
the attention of the participants of the meeting, the 
speaker can flash the lamps 37 or activate the buzzer 
58 or he may do both as the situation requires. When 
the meeting is thus drawn to order the operator pro 
ceeds to the first phase, for example the secretary's re 
port of the minutes of the previous meeting, and he 
therefore activates the switch 26a to illuminate the sign 
26. Presumably, the sign 31 remains illuminated during 
the entirety of the meeting, with the exception of inter 
missions. Upon completion of the secretary's report, 
the chairman deactivates the switch 26a and then acti 
vates the switch 27a to illuminate the sign 27 and thus 
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the participants of the meeting are informed that the 
treasurer's report is next. If at any time during the 
meeting out of order comments transpire the operator 
can activate the switch 38, thus flashing the lights 37 
until the switch 38 is deactivated. If flashing the lights 
37 is not sufficient to restore order to the meeting the 
operator can in addition activate the switch 39, thereby 
starting the buzzer 58. When order is restored, the op 
erator deactivates the switches 38 and 39 thus extin 
guishing the lamps 37 and stopping the buzzer 58. 

Referring now to FIG. 4 there is shown a portion of 
the circuitry 65 used in the lectern 21. Connected to 
the circuit 65 is a three-wire power input cable 68 one 
lead 69 of which is grounded, another lead 71 of which 
forms neutral buss bar 71 and the third lead 72 is con 
nected to the on-off switch 73 and thence to a fuse 74. 
Connected in parallel between the buss 71 and the out 
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4. 
put of the fuse 74 are the pilot ligh 75 and a primary 
winding 76 of a step down transformer 77. The output 
of a secondary winding 78, is passed through a rectifier 
79 and thence to a positive buss 81 and a negative buss 
82. Also connected to the output of the fuse 74 is a 
power buss 83. Thus, when the switch 73 is closed the 
pilot 75 is illuminated and line voltage appears between 
the busses 71 and 83 and low voltage - d.c. appears be 
tween the busses 81 and 82. 
The switch 39 is connected to a relay 84 by some of 

a group of connector leads 36. One side of a primary 
winding 85 of a step down buzzer transformer 86 is 
connected to the buss 71, and the other side is con 
nected to the buss 83 through a pair of normally open 
contacts 87 within the relay 84. Thus when the relay 84 
is activated the contacts 87 close and an output pro 
duced in a secondary winding 88 of the transformer 86 
emergizes the buzzer 58. The switch 39 includes a three 
position element 89 that has two common contacts 91 
and 92, both of which are connected by a line 93 to the 
buss 82. When the element 89 is rotated in a clockwise 
direction the contact 91 is connected to a contact 94 
and thus by a line 95 to one end 96 of a coil 97 within 
the relay 84. The other end 98 of the coil 97 is con 
nected to the buss 81. The first end 96 of the coil 97 
is also connected through a pair of normally open 
contacts 99 and a line 101, to two contacts 102 and 103 
in the element 89. The common contact 92 engages the 
contact 102 when in the position shown in FIG. 4 and 
engages the contact 103 in the event of a clockwise ro 
tation. 
Connected between the line 95 and the buss 81 by a 

line 104 is a lamp 105. Thus, the lamp 105 is connected 
across the coil 97 and therefore lights whenever the 
relay coil 97 is energized. Since the lamp 105 is within 
the switch 39, the switch is illuminated and this indi 
cates that the associated relay 84 is activated. 

Rotation of the element 89 in a clockwise direction 
connects the line 93 and the line 95 and thus energizes 
the relay coil 97. When the relay 84 closes, the contacts 
99 close and thus the coil 97 is also energized through 
the contacts 92 and 103 and the line 101. When the 
three position element 89 is returned to the neutral po 
sition, as shown in FIG. 4, the relay coil 97 remains en 
ergized through the contacts 92 and 102, the line 101 
and the contacts 99. Thus, once the relay coil 97 is en 
ergized by a clockwise rotation of the element 89, the 
relay 84 remains activated until the three position ele 
ment is rotated in a counterclockwise direction thus 
breaking contact between contacts 92 and 102. In addi 
tion, the contacts 87 are closed when the coil 97 is en 
ergized so that the buzzer 58 is then energized. Conse 
quently, it is seen that a clockwise rotation of the ele 
ment 89 energizes the relay 84 and thus ignites the 
lamp 105 and energizes the buzzer 58, and that both 
the lamp and the buzzer remain energized when the el 
ement is returned to the neutral position. Only a coun 
terclockwise rotation of the three position element 89 
extinguishes the lamp 105 and stops the buzzer 58. 
The switch 38, which is identical to the switch 39, is 

shown in block form and is connected by flexible leads 
36. Thus the switch 38 closes at an associated relay 111 
in response to a specific actuation and opens the relay 
only in response to a second, different actuation. The 
relay 111 is identical to the relay 84. When the relay 11 
is activated, two normally open contacts 112 close and 
thus connect a flasher 113 to the buss 83 and therefore 
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the lamps 37 flash intermittently when the relay 111 is 
energized. Consequently, when the switch 38 is initially 
activated the relay 111 is energized and the lamps 37 
begin to glash and remain flashing until the switch is de 
activated so as to open the relay 11 1. 
The switch 31a is identical to the switch 39 and an 

associated relay 114 is identical to the relay 84. Thus, 
the above described actuation, performed on the 
switch 31 a causes a pair of normally open contacts 115 
to close and thus energize four lamps, that are behind 
the filters 41, and the two rear illumination sources 31b 
associated with the signs 31. Each of the remaining 
switches 26a-30a and the associated light sources 
26b-30b are wires identically with the combination 
31a-3 lb just described and thus need not be shown. 
Also shown in FIG. 4 is the amplifier 54 and its power 

supply 40 that draws low voltage a.c. from the trans 
forer 77. 
As mentioned previously, operation includes placing 

the enclosure 22 where it is visible by all participants 
of the meeting. The speaker can then display the signs 
representing any of the indicated phases conveniently 
and independently. For example, a meeting may pro 
ceed as follows: When it is desired to draw the meeting 
to order, the speaker will activate the switch 31a to illu 
minate the "Meeting in Session' sign and, if he feels it 
necessary to attract the attention of the participants, he 
can activate the switch 38 to flash the lights 37. When 
the attention of the participants has been obtained, the 
operator extinguishes the lamps 37 with the switch 38. 
Presumably, he will leave the display 31 lighted during 
the entire course of the meeting with the possible ex 
ception of intermissions. Next he will activate the 
switch 26a and thus illuminate the sign 26 ("Secre 
tary's Report'). On the conclusion of the secretary's 
report, he will extinguish the sign 26 with the switch 
26a and, by utilizing the switch 27a, illuminate the sign 
27. Thus the display signs are illuminated sequentially 
during the course of the meeting. If at any time it is nec 
essary to restore order, the speaker can again flash the 
lamps 37, or, if need be activate the buzzer 58. At the 
conclusion of the meeting the switch 73 is turned “off” 
and the rostrum 21 can be removed to a storage loca 
O. 
Obviously, many modifications and variations of the 

present invention are possible in light of the above 
teachings, For example, different size rostrums can be 
made to be table mounted or floor standing. It is to be 
understood, therefore, that the invention can be prac 
ticed otherwise than as specifically described. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A lectern comprising: 
enclosure means defining a platform for accommo 
dating reading material to be read by a speaker oc 
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6 
cupying a position on one side of said enclosure 
means, 

a panel comprising a plurality of electrically oper 
ated, individually controlled illuminated display 
signs, said panel mounted on an opposite side of 
said enclosure means so as to be readily visible to 
an audience facing the speaker, said signs are indic 
ative of events contemporaneously transpiring; and 

switch control means for controlling said signs, said 
control means being disposed on said platform so 
as to be readily operated by the speaker. 

2. A lectern according to claim 1 wherein each of 
said signs comprises a plate of translucent material 
bearing indicia thereon and said control means com 
prises individual rear light sources, each source dis 
posed by and associated with one of said plates. 

3. A lectern according to claim 2 wherein at least one 
of said plates is removable. 

4. A lectern according to claim 2 wherein at least one 
of said plates bears the legend "New Business' and an 
other one of said plates bears the legend "Old Busi 
ness.' 

5. A lectern according to claim 2 comprising a sec 
ond plurality of display signs, similar to said plurality of 
display signs, and wherein said second plurality of dis 
play signs are oriented differently than said plurality of 
display signs but are also readily visible to an audience 
facing the speaker. 

6. A lectern according to claim 5 comprising an 
upper surface that slopes toward the speaker. 

7. A lectern according to claim 6 comprising a micro 
phone disposed to be used by the speaker. 

8. A lectern according to claim 7 comprising an am 
plifier coupled to said microphone and a loudspeaker 
coupled to said amplifier and disposed so as to project 
the speaker's voice to an audience facing him. 

9. A lectern according to claim 6 defining ash recep 
tacle means on said upper surface. 

10. A lectern according to claim 6 defining coaster 
means on said upper surface. 

1. A lectern according to claim 6 comprising a light 
for illuminating said upper surface. 

12. A lectern according to claim 6 comprising alarm 
means for indicating out of order events, said alarm 
means being obserable by an audience facing the 
speaker. 

13. A lectern according to claim 12 wherein said 
alarm means comprises a light coupled to a flasher. 

14. A lectern according to claim 12 wherein said 
alarm means comprises a buzzer. 

15. A lectern according to claim 1 wherein said en 
closure means is portable. 
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