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Chisinvention relates to improvements in a 
surgical truss. : . . . . . . . . .''. *- : . 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
neW and 
means are provided for holding the elements 
thereof in assembled relationship. 

It is a further object to provide a truss of 
simple and economical nature requiring the 
minimum of parts. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a lightweight truss which may be quickly 
disassembled for replacement and cleaning of 
parts. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a preSSure plate of improved configuration, pro 
viding more efficient and more comfortable sup 
port. 

truss wherein the pressure element is slidable 
along said belt and will be held in adjusted posi 
tion when the belt is tightened. 
With the above and other objects in view, as 

Will be presently apparent, the invention con 
Sists in general of certain novel details of con 
Struction and combinations of parts hereinafter 
fully described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings and particularly claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, like characters 

of reference indicate like parts in the several 
Views, and 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary front elevational 
View of the truss showing the elements in as 
Sembled relation for application to a hernia; 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary rear elevational view 
of the device and showing those portions of the 
truSS structure which are directly applied to the 
rupture area; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 

taken on the line 3-3 of Figure 1; and 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 

taken on the line 4-4 of Figure 1 and particu 

improved truss wherein simplified 

30 7. The pad 5 has a similar set of slots 8 and 
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A final object of this invention is to provide a 
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larly showing the manner in which the lower . . 
portion of the truss is bent inwardly for up 
Ward pressure on the hernia. 
In the form of the invention shown herein, 

the numeral 0 designates the shaped plate 
which forms the pressure element of the truss. 
The plate O is generally ovaloid in shape, the 
lower portion, however, being extended and 
tapered, as shown in Figures 1 and 2, to form a 
projecting tongue f i having a blunt rounded end 
2. The tongue is bent inwardly as shown 

in Figure 4. Thus, the tapered tongue is well 
adapted to project down into the side of the body 
crotch and being inwardly turned serves to exert 

pressure inwardly and upwardly immediately 
below the rupture area.' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
... The center portion of the plate iO is cupped 
inwardly as at 3. The projecting, rounded boss 
thus formed is placed directly on the rupture 
point, and serves to hold inwardly with min 
imum irritation the displaced body portions. 
To prevent the marginal edges of the plate fo 

from digging into the body, and especially upon 
movement or change in body position of the 
wearer, the said marginal edge is bent slightly 
outwardly to form a continuous marginal flange 
4. The plate O is preferably formed from 
metal, such as aluminum, but may be formed 
of plastic or any suitable, sufficiently stiff ma 
terial. . . . . . 

To further protect the body from cutting or 
irritation by the plate there is provided the 
resilient pad 5. This pad is of the same shape 
or outline as the plate 10 but slightly larger, as 
shown, so that the marginal edge of the pad will 
extend beyond the marginal edge of the plate. 
At the center of the pad 5 is formed the open 
ing 6, this opening being of the same shape 
and Very slightly larger than the cupped Center 
portion 3 of the plate 10. This permits the 
cup to pass through the resilient pad for direct, 
firm pressure on the rupture. 
In the plate 0 on either side of the cupped 

center portion 3 are formed the elongated slots 

these directly overlie the slots - in the plate. 
Through these cooperating slots is drawn the 

flexible strap 9 which has the usual buckle 20. 
The strap enters One pair of slots from the in 
ner face of the truss, runs along the outside of 
the plate 0 and again passes to the rear face 
of the truss by means of the second set of slots 
7 and 8. 
It will thus be clearly seen that the pressure 

elements and resilient pad will not only be ad 
justably slidable along the strap but when pres 
sure is applied by tightening of the strap, the 
strap will engage the edges of the holes for lock 
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ing action. . 
The strap also securely holds the separate ele 

ments in firm assembled relation, and at the 
same time ready and instant disassembly for 
cleaning may be effected simply by withdrawing 
the strap. 
While there is herein shown and described the 

preferred embodiment of the invention, it is 
nevertheless to be understood that minor changes 
may be made therein without departing from the 
Spirit and Scope of the invention as claimed. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. In a truss structure including a pressure 

member and flexible Supporting belt; a shaped 
preSSure plate, and a flexible protective pad ad 
jacent said plate, said plate and pad having at 
least two sets of overlying slots therein to re 
ceive the flexible belt, said belt thereby simul 
taneously supporting the truss and holding said 
plate and pad in assembled relationship. 

2. In a truss structure including a pressure 
member and flexible supporting belt; a plurality 
of overlying pressure member elements, and at 
least two sets of overlying slots therein to re 
ceive said flexible belt, said belt thereby simul 
taneously supporting the truss and holding said 
plate and pressure member elements in assen 
bled relationship. 

3. In a truss structure including a pressure 
member and flexible supporting belt; a shaped 
pressure plate having an inwardly cupped cen 
ter, an outwardly directed marginal flange and 
an inwardly and downwardly turned support 
ing tongue extending from the lower portion of 
Said plate, a flexible cushion element adjacent 
said plate, and at least two pairs of overlying 
slots formed through said cushion element and 
said plate to receive said belt and hold said cush 
ion element and plate in assembled relationship. 
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4. 
4. In a truss structure including a pressure 

member and flexible supporting belt, the im 
provement comprising a substantially OValoid 
plate having the lower portion thereof elongated 
and tapered downwardly and inwardly to form 
a blunt Supporting tongue, said plate and tongue 
having an outwardly directed marginal flange, 
said plate further being cupped inwardly at the 
Center to form a dome-shaped pressure point 
and having a slot on either Side. of said pressure 
point, a flexible protective pad adjacent said 
plate and of the Same shape as and slightly larg 
er than said plate and having slots therein cor 
responding to and Overlying the slots in said 
plate, Said pad further having an aperture there 
in to receive Said done shaped pressure point, 
Said belt passing through said sets of overlying 
Slots to thereby hold said pressure member ele 
ments in assembled relationship. 
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