
(No Model.) - 
C PRINCE, 
GUITAR, &c. 

No. 577,930, Patented Mar, 2, 1897. 

(7 

2. 

WITNESSES INVENIOR 
C2. Má/a4- C3a7 Zrzzzce 

(1273 e '77zzzzzzzy () 
A. 

ATTORNEYS. 

  



O 

O 

25 

35 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CZAR PRINCE, OF BAINBRIDGE, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO 
DON A. GILBERT, OF SAME PLACE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 5??,980, dated liarch 2, 1897. 
Application filed January 27, 1896, Serial No. 577,013, (No model.) 

To ?t/7, 7th. On it in C.7? concern: 
Be it known that I, CZAR PRINCE, of Bain 

bridge, in the county of Chenango and State 
of New York, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Guitars and Like Instru 
ments, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention is an improvement in gui 

tars and like instruments, and particularly 
in a capo tasto attachment, the purpose of 
which, like that of the common capo tasto, is 
to raise the pitch of all the strings, as is well 
understood by those skilled in playing the 
guitar. 
The invention consists in certain novel con 

Structions, Combinations, and arrangements 
of parts, as Will be hereinafter described, and 
pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawings, Figure I is a perspective 
view of a guitar provided with my improve 
ments. Fig. 2 is a detail side view of a part 
of the neck. Figs. 3, 4, and 5 represent the 
improved device in detail; and Figs. 6 and 7 
show a somewhat different construction em 
bodying the invention. 
The construction shown consists of a sup 

port A, which is in the nature of a box hav 
ing in its upper side a recess within which 
the tilting bridge-carrier B rocks. The Sup 
port A is in dovetail form and fits in an un 
dercut recess C" in the neck of the guitar or 
like instrument, so that the bridge-carrier 
may be rocked or tilted to set its bridge D 
above the plane of the frets of the guitar 
neck, and this bridge is recessed to receive a 
leather or other suitable strip D' to form a 
bearing for the strings. In connection with 
the bridge I provide the carrier with a fret E, 
constituting one of the ordinary frets of the 
guitar-neck and being combined with the 
bridge in such manner that such fret and 
bridge are movable alternately into position 
for operation, the fret Serving its usual pur 
pose in One position of the carrier B, while in 
the other position of the carrier the bridge is 
thrown to the place formerly occupied by the 
movable fret and operating as a capo tastO 
in raising the pitch of all the strings, as will 
be readily understood from the drawings. In 
the closed position of the parts-that is to Say, 
when the bridge is thrown down out of posi 

tion for use and the fret is in position for 
use-the bridge rests flat against a shelf Cl, 
formed in the support A, and the carrier is 
braced firmly in such position by the Spring 
F, bearing in a seat g in the carrier B. In 
the other position of the carriel the Spring F 
bears in a seat g', such spring thus Serving to 
hold the carrier firmly in either position, SO 
that there is no vibration or jar thereof as the 
instrument is played. 
While the carrier may be rocked in various 

Ways, it is preferred to provide it with a han 
dle Ei, which extends through an opening C 
in the neck C and projects beyond the real' 
side of such neck at a point between the side 
edges thereof, so the handle may be conven 
iently operated by the hand when desired, 
but will not interfere with the movement of 
such hand up and down the guitar-neck in 
playing the instrument. It is obvious that 
by this improvement the key of the instru 
ment can be instantly changed, the desira 
bility of which operation will appeal to all 
players of the guitar and similar instruments. 
The strip D'is important, as it avoids Wear 

ing the strings and also permits the same to 
be firmly pressed upon without injuring them 
in any Way. 
The handle may be attached in various 

Ways. For instance, it may be arranged at 
the end of the support, as shown in Fig. 6, 
and so avoid slotting the neck of the guitar 
from front to rear, as in the construction 
shown in Fig. 1. 

In the construction shown in Figs. 6 and 7 
the support A' has its upper recess open at 
its ends and receiving the tilting bridge-car 
rier B', whose bridge D8 carries the leather 
strip D'. The fret E" in this construction 
rests upon a shelf C', and the handle H is ar 
ranged at the end of the carrier A', as best 
shown in Fig. 6. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Lettel's Pat 
(ent, is 

1. A guitar or like instrument provided 
with a fret and a capo-tasto bridge movable 
alternately into position for use Substantially 
as shown and described. 

2. A capo tastO composed of a Support, a 
rocking bridge-carrier and a fret carried by 
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said bridge-carrier substantially as shown and 
described. 

3. A capo tasto composed of a support a 
bridge - carrier rocking therein and having 
Seats for the spling and the spring engaging 
said seats whereby to hold the bridge-carrier 
in either of its two positions, substantially as 
set forth. 

4. A capotasto comprising the Support hav 
ing a recess and a shelf therein, the bridge 
carrier having seats for the spring and its 
bridge arranged to a but the shelf in the Sup 
port and the spring substantially as set forth. 

5. A guitar having its neck provided with 

an undercut seat, and an opening leading 
therefronn to the back of the neck, the sup 
port fitted in Said undercut seat the rocking 
carrier having the bridge and the fret, the han 
dle and the spring substantially as set forth. 

6. A capo tasto composed of a support, a 
rocking bridge-carrier and a spring engaging 
said bridge-carrier and adapted to hold it in 
either of its positions substantially as set 
forth. 

CZAIR PRINCE. 
Witnesses: 

SMITH LANE, 
AUSTIN E. WESTCOTT. 

  


