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UNITED STATES 
1,591,760 

PATENT OFFICE. 
LEO G. HAASE, OF LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA. 

METER Box. 
Application filed December 

This invention relates to improvements in 
water meter boxes, and may be considered as 
an improvement over the boxes disclosed in 
my prior Patents No. 1,213,478 issued Janu 
ary 23, 1917, and No. 1,087,366 issued Feb 
ruary 17, 1914. - 
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An object of this invention is to provide an 
improved water meter box which has two 
openings in its top which are normally closed 
by covers or closures, one of these openings 
being arranged over the water meter so that 
the water meter can be readily read upon re 
moval of its closure and the other being ar 
ranged over the water shut-off valve adja 
cent the water meter, permitting the valve to 
be opened or closed. 

Another object of this invention is to pro 
vide a water meter box of the above de 
scribed construction in which the closure 
over the water meter can be readily removed 
from the exterior of the box but the closure 
over the water shut-off valve can be removed 
only from the interior of the box for a pur 
pose hereinafter to be more fully described. 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a water meter box having openings 
over the water meter and the shut-off valve 
and closures for these openings, and which is 
so constructed as to be exceptionally strong. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view which will be made manifest in the 
following detailed description and specifi 
cally pointed out in the appended claims, ref 
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erence is had to the accompanying drawings 
for an illustrative embodiment of the inven 
tion, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the im 
proved water meter box, - 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken substan 
tially on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the box, 
the closures or covers being shown as re 
moved, 

Fig. 4 is a vertical section taken on the 
line 4-4 of Fig. 2 in the direction indicated, 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the large closure 
Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the same, an 
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the small 

closure or plug. 
Referring to the accompanying drawings 

wherein similar reference characters desig 
nate similar parts throughout, the improved 
water meter box has a top 10 and convergent 
side walls 11 and 12, which are connected by 
uneans of rounded ends 13 and 14. An open ing preferably circular in form is provided 

9, 1925. serial No. 74,382. 
in the top 10 adjacent the large rounded end 
14. This opening is provided with a bead or 
rabbet 15 forming a seat for the closure or 
cover 16. The box and closures therefor are 
preferably formed of cement, concrete or sin 
ilar self-hardening plastic material and in 
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strengthening the large closure or cover 16, 
metallic reinforcing ribs 17 are preferably 
imbedded therein. The cover 16 is provided 
with an aperture 18 permitting a key to be 
inserted therethrough to remove the cover 
from the box. . . . . . . . . . . 

Adjacent the small end 13 there is formed 
a partition 19 extending from the top 10 
partially down the box. This partition may 
be formed in arcuate manner and merges 
into the convergent side walls 11 and 12. Its 
bottom is connected to the end 13 by means of 
a Web 20 having an aperture 21 formed 
therein. The partition 19 together with the 
side walls 11 and 12 adjacent the end 13 and 
the end 13 cooperate to form a conical seat 
22 for the small closure 23. It will be noted 
that the small closure 23 and its seat 22 are 
materially deeper than the seat and closure on 
the opening which is arranged over the water 
meter M. The plug or closure 23 does not 
have an aperture corresponding to the aper 
ture 18 so that it cannot be removed from the 
box from the outside. It can be removed, 
however, after the cover 16 has been removed, 
such as by striking its under side by a ham 
mer or equivalent instrument which is in 
serted through the opening normally closed 
by the cover 16. The aperture 21 is arranged 
directly over the water shut-off valve Vso 
that when the plug 23 is removed, this valve 
can be opened or closed through the aper 
ture 21. The long seat 22 and the depth of 
the plug 23 make this part of the box equally 
as strong, if not stronger, than the rein 
forced cover 16. The ends 13 and 14 of the 
box are provided with openings 24 for the 
water pipe P. 
The purpose of the above described con 

struction is as follows: It is very seldom 
that it is necessary to operate the valve W 
but the water meter M is usually read at cer 
tain intervals, as for example, once a month. 
Consequently, the cover 16 arranged over 
the water meter can be easily and quickly 
removed upon the insertion of a key through 
the aperture 18. The usual construction 
now employed as distinguished from that 
shown in my prior patents is to use what is 
commonly called a plug valve for the water 
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shut-off valve W instead of the wheel valves 
illustrated in my prior patents. These plug 
valves are operable by a suitable key having 
a socket. As it is difficult to get at the valve 
V through the opening closed by the cover 
16, the construction of the water meter box 
effectively prevents unauthorized persons 
from operating this valve. Even though the 
cover 16 can be removed by an unauthorized 
person, it seldom occurs that such person 
will carry with him an instrument capable 
of knocking out the plug 13 so that he can 
operate the valve W. 

It will be noted from the drawing that 
the top 10 is integral with the side walls of 
the box. Not only does this make a box of 
neat and attractive appearance, but it makes 
it much stronger and permits the box to be 
shipped without as great danger of breakage 
as in the constructions where the top 
separate from the side walls. The box may 
be simply defined as being a one piece box 
having a top and side walls integral with 
each other, two openings in the top and 
closures for said openings. 

It will be noted from the above described 
construction that the improved box is very 
neat in appearance and is very strong. Also 
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it provides plenty of room for the applica 
ition of wrenches to the unions connecting 
the water meter M to the water pipe P. 
It will be understood that various changes 

in the detail of construction may be made 
without departing from the scope and spirit 
of the invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 
I claim: 
1. A Water meter box having two openings 

in its top, and closures for said openings, one 
of said closures being removable from the 
exterior of the box and the other closure be 
ing removable only from the interior of the 
box. 

2. A Water meter box having two open 
ings in its top, closures for Said openings, 
one of said closures being lemovable from 
the exterior of the box and the other closure 
being removable only from the interior of 
the box, the first mentioned closure being 
adapted to be arranged over the water meter, 
and the other closure being adapted to be ar 
ranged over the shut-off valve. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification. 

LEO G. HAASE. 
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