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(54) PACKAGING FOR A PRODUCT

(57) The present invention relates to a packaging (1;
6) for a product (4), for example a cosmetic product,
which comprises a casing (3) for the product (4) compris-
ing a casing body internally defining a product housing
(31) and an access opening (32) to access (32) said
housing (31), and an outer cover (2) in turn comprising
a hollow box-like body (22) configured to house the cas-
ing (3) and a slide (21) to which the casing (3) is con-
strained. The slide (21) is housed in a sliding manner
inside the box-like body (22) between a position of com-
plete insertion of the slide (21) inside the box-like body

(22) and a position of at least partial extraction of the
slide (21) from the box-like body (22). Furthermore, a
guiding and spacing element (228; 215,216) is comprised
being configured to guide the sliding of the slide (21) in-
side the box-like body and keep the opening (32) of the
casing (3) spaced apart from a first outer wall (223) of
the box-like body (22) facing the opening (32) of the cas-
ing (3), the guiding and spacing element (228; 215,216)
defining an air chamber (221B) positioned between the
opening (32) of the casing (3) and the first outer wall (223)
of the box-like body (22).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention refers to the field of pack-
agings. In detail, the present invention refers to a pack-
aging comprising an outer cover housing an extractable
casing for a product, for example a cosmetic product.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In the packaging sector, various solutions are
known for containing products of various kinds. In par-
ticular, various solutions have been developed to keep
the product inside the packaging intact and unaltered dur-
ing handling and storage of the packagings.
[0003] For example, packaging material is known to
be added to protect products from shocks and vibrations
during storage and transport. In addition, shaped pack-
agings suitable for housing by interlocking a rigid body
or comprising a compartment for collecting a loose prod-
uct are known.
[0004] However, the use of packages is not practical
if the packaging must give frequent access to the product,
such as in the case of a packaging for cosmetic products
(e.g. eye shadows, lip gloss, etc.) or for food products
(e.g. chocolates).
[0005] In addition, if the product is housed in an open
casing and the casing and product together are placed
in a flexible outer cover, any deformations of the outer
cover surrounding the casing may result in damage to
the product. Therefore, in the art it is known to use pack-
agings comprising rigid covering elements, typically
made of plastic, to be superimposed on the casing so as
to form a real protective shell with the latter.
[0006] However, the Applicant has found that this so-
lution is impractical and unattractive to users if frequent
access to the product inside the packaging is required
and, in addition, involves considerable complexity in the
production and assembly of the packaging as well as in
the packaging operation of the products - with a conse-
quent increase in production and sales costs.

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] An object of the present invention is to over-
come the drawbacks of the prior art.
[0008] In particular, it is an object of the present inven-
tion to provide a packaging for a product, for example a
cosmetic product or a food product, capable of ensuring
the integrity of the product during handling, from pack-
aging operations to the use by a user.
[0009] A further object of the present invention is to
provide a packaging for a product which allows an easy
and convenient insertion and reinsertion of the product
into or from the packaging.
[0010] A further object of the present invention is to
propose a packaging for a product suitable to ensure

that, during normal use, the outer cover does not come
into contact with the product housed therein, thus pre-
serving its integrity.
[0011] These and other objects of the present invention
are achieved by a packaging for a product incorporating
the features of the annexed claims, which form an integral
part of the present description.
[0012] According to a first aspect, the present invention
is directed to a packaging for a product, for example a
cosmetic or food product in powder, paste, or granular
form. The packaging comprises:

- a casing for a product comprising a casing body in-
ternally defining a product housing and an access
opening to access the housing, and

- an outer cover comprising

a hollow box-like body configured to house the
casing and
a slide to which the casing is constrained.

[0013] The slide is housed in a sliding manner inside
the box-like body between a position of complete inser-
tion of the slide inside the box-like body and a position
of at least partial extraction of the slide from the box-like
body.
[0014] There is also provided at least one guiding and
spacing element configured to guide the sliding of the
slide inside the box-like body and keep the opening of
the casing spaced apart from a first outer wall of the box-
like body facing the opening of the casing, the guiding
and spacing element defining an air chamber positioned
between the opening of the casing and the first outer wall
of the box-like body.
[0015] In the context of the present description and of
the subsequent claims, the expression "air chamber" is
intended to mean an empty portion, internal to the box-
like body, having a thickness sufficient to compensate
for the deformability of the first outer wall towards the
inside of the box-like body, permitted by the elasticity of
the material in which the box-like body is made.
[0016] The packaging structured in this way makes it
possible to prevent the first outer wall - i.e. the outer wall
facing the opening of the casing - from coming into con-
tact with the product in the casing in the event of com-
pression of the box-like body during a manipulation of
the packaging, for example when a user grabs the box-
like body in order to extract the casing constrained to the
slide.
[0017] The presence of an air chamber prevents the
first outer wall from reaching the product in the casing
regardless of the point where the deforming force is ap-
plied. Furthermore, the air present in the air chamber at
least partially dampens the deformation force, reducing
its effects on the box-like body.
[0018] At the same time, the extraction movement
takes place in a controlled manner, preventing the slide
from deviating from the optimal extraction direction
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and/or the product in the casing from coming into contact
with the box-like body.
[0019] Finally, the packaging structured in this way is
particularly simple to make and compact.
[0020] The present invention may have at least one of
the preferred following features; the latter may in partic-
ular be combined with one another as desired in order
to meet specific application needs.
[0021] In a variant of the invention, the air chamber
has a thickness, measured along a direction normal to
the first outer wall sufficient to compensate for the elastic
deformability of the first outer wall towards the inside of
the box-like body.
[0022] In a variant of the invention, the inner chamber
has a thickness, measured along a direction normal to
the first outer wall, equal to at least 5 mm, preferably
equal to at least 7 mm, more preferably equal to at least
10 mm.
[0023] In one embodiment, the guiding and spacing
element comprises an intermediate wall which extends
within the box-like body parallel to the first outer wall of
the box-like body facing the opening of the casing.
[0024] The intermediate wall allows the air chamber
above to be easily and effectively defined. In addition,
the intermediate wall allows the box-like body to be di-
vided into two distinct chambers, one dedicated to hous-
ing the casing and one that can be used to house an
element for further protection of the product stored in the
casing.
[0025] In one embodiment, the intermediate wall com-
prises a shaped recess. Advantageously, the recess is
shaped to correspond, in plan, to a path followed by the
opening of the casing during the sliding of the slide be-
tween the position of complete insertion of the slide inside
the box-like body and the position of at least partial ex-
traction of the slide from the box-like body, and vice versa.
[0026] Thanks to the recess shaped in this way, it is
possible to house inside the casing even products that
protrude from the thickness of the casing, preventing the
part of the product that protrudes beyond the opening of
the casing from coming into contact with the intermediate
wall, altering and/or dispersing during the extraction/in-
sertion of the slide into the box-like body, at the same
time ensuring an adequate protection of the product from
deformations of the box-like body and a correct guide
during the extraction and the insertion of the slide into
the box-like body.
[0027] In one embodiment, the intermediate wall is
placed at a distance from the first outer wall of the box-
like element measured along a direction normal to the
first outer wall equal to at least 5 mm, preferably equal
to at least 7 mm, more preferably equal to at least 10 mm.
[0028] In addition or alternatively, the intermediate wall
is arranged at a distance from a second outer wall, op-
posite to the first outer wall, substantially corresponding
to a dimension of the casing, measured along the direc-
tion normal to the first or the second outer wall, so as to
define a housing tailored on the dimension of the casing

bound to the slide.
[0029] The Applicant has determined that these spe-
cific minimum dimensions are the ones that guarantee
optimal protection and guiding results.
[0030] In one embodiment, the box-like body is formed
by punching a single sheet of pliable material. Advanta-
geously, along a main direction of the punched sheet
obtained from the punching process, the following are
formed adjacent in sequence: a first side wall, the second
outer wall (opposite the first outer wall when the box-like
body is mounted), a second side wall (opposite the first
side wall when the box-like body is mounted), the first
outer wall, a first intermediate tab, the intermediate wall
and a second intermediate tab. In this way, the box-like
body can be assembled by fixing the first intermediate
tab to the second side wall and the second intermediate
tab to the first side wall.
[0031] This construction of the box-like body is partic-
ularly simple, efficient and economical. In addition, the
Applicant has observed that the intermediate tabs ar-
ranged between the first outer wall and the intermediate
wall give a greater strength to the structure of the box-
like body, containing an effect of the deformation forces
on the same, in particular in the case of deformation forc-
es applied to the first outer wall or the second outer wall
opposite the same.
[0032] In one embodiment, the slide comprises a base
portion to which the casing is constrained. In addition,
the guiding and spacing element comprises a pair of
shoulders extending from two opposite flanks of the base
portion and normal to the base portion. Advantageously,
each shoulder has a dimension in the direction normal
to the base portion substantially corresponding to a total
distance between the first outer wall and the second outer
wall, opposite the first outer wall, of the box-like body
measured along a direction normal to the first or to the
second outer wall.
[0033] The shoulders allow the first outer wall to be
kept spaced apart from the product in the casing even in
the event of deformations of the first outer wall and, at
the same time, allow to guide the extraction and the in-
sertion of the slide from or into the box-like body in an
adequate manner. In particular, the Applicant has deter-
mined that the use of the shoulders is particularly advan-
tageous in the case of packagings of limited size, e.g.
with a dimension of (at least one) flank equal to or less
than 16 mm.
[0034] In one embodiment, the slide and the box-like
body comprise stop elements suitable for mutually en-
gaging during the extraction movement of the slide from
the box-like body, so as to prevent a complete extraction
of the slide from the box-like body.
[0035] For example, if the slide slides on the second
outer wall, opposite the first outer wall, and through an
opening of the box-like body, the stop elements comprise
a first stop element made on the second outer wall, near
the opening of the box-like body and protruding towards
the first outer wall; and a second stop element made on
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a base portion of the slide to which the casing is con-
strained, the second stop element protruding from the
base portion in the opposite direction with respect to the
casing constrained to the base portion. In particular, the
first stop element and the second stop element are con-
figured to mutually engage when brought into contact
during a movement from the position of complete inser-
tion of the slide inside the box-like body to the position
of at least partial extraction of the slide, in so as to prevent
a complete extraction of the slide from the box-like body.
[0036] Thanks to this simple structure, it is possible to
prevent a complete extraction of the slide, which would
lead to an inconvenient process of re-inserting the slide
by the user. Furthermore, the Applicant has found that
this arrangement of the stop elements is particularly ef-
fective and completely prevents the stop element of the
box-like element from coming into contact with the prod-
uct in the casing, in addition to completely concealing the
stop elements from view, thereby achieving a more aes-
thetically pleasing effect.
[0037] In general, the box-like body and the slide are
formed by punching a respective sheet of pliable material
selected from:

- paper,
- paperboard,
- cardboard, and
- paper coupled with a plastic and/or metallic material.

[0038] In particular, the construction of the box-like
body and the slide in a material derived from cellulose,
such as paper, paperboard and cardboard, makes it pos-
sible to create a completely biodegradable product with
obvious advantages in terms of environmental sustain-
ability.
[0039] A variant of the present invention is directed to
a packaging for a product, for example a cosmetic or food
product in powder, paste, or granular form, comprising:

- a casing for a product comprising a casing body in-
ternally defining a product housing and an access
opening to access the housing, and

- an outer cover comprising

a hollow box-like body configured to house the
casing and
a slide to which the casing is constrained.

[0040] The slide is housed in a sliding manner inside
the box-like body between a position of complete inser-
tion of the slide inside the box-like body and a position
of at least partial extraction of the slide from the box-like
body.
[0041] According to the invention, the slide and the
box-like body comprise stop elements suitable for mutu-
ally engaging during the extraction movement of the slide
from the box-like body, so as to prevent a complete ex-
traction of the slide from the box-like body.

[0042] In addition, the casing is made of a material cho-
sen by the group consisting of:

- a plastic material (e.g. polystyrene);
- a synthetic resin;
- a metallic material (e.g. aluminium);
- glass,
- wood,
- stone,
- paper,
- paperboard,
- cardboard and
- paper coupled with a plastic material (e.g. polyeth-

ylene), a resin or a metallic material.

[0043] A variant of the present invention is directed to
a packaging for a product, for example a cosmetic or food
product in powder, paste, or granular form, comprising:

- a casing for a product comprising a casing body in-
ternally defining a product housing and an access
opening to access the housing, and

- an outer cover comprising

a hollow box-like body configured to house the
casing comprising a first outer wall facing the
access opening to access the housing of the
casing and a second outer wall opposite the first,
and
a slide to which the casing is constrained.

[0044] The slide is housed in a sliding manner inside
the box-like body between a position of complete inser-
tion of the slide inside the box-like body and a position
of at least partial extraction of the slide from the box-like
body.
[0045] The slide slides on the second outer wall, op-
posite the first outer wall, and through an opening in the
box-like body.
[0046] The slide and the box-like body comprise stop
elements suitable for mutually engaging during the ex-
traction movement of the slide from the box-like body, so
as to prevent a complete extraction of the slide from the
box-like body.
[0047] According to the invention, the stop elements
comprise a first stop element made on the second exter-
nal wall, near the opening of the box-like body and pro-
truding towards the first outer wall; and a second stop
element made on a base portion of the slide to which the
casing is constrained, the second stop element protrud-
ing from the base portion in the opposite direction with
respect to the casing constrained to the base portion.
[0048] In particular, the first stop element and the sec-
ond stop element are configured to mutually engage
when brought into contact during a movement from the
position of complete insertion of the slide inside the box-
like body to the position of at least partial extraction of
the slide, in so as to prevent a complete extraction of the
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slide from the box-like body.
[0049] Further features and advantages of the present
invention will be more evident from the description which
follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0050] The invention will be described below with ref-
erence to some examples, provided by way of non-lim-
iting example, and illustrated in the appended claims.
These drawings illustrate different aspects and embodi-
ments of the present invention and reference numerals
illustrating structures, components, materials and/or sim-
ilar elements in different drawings are indicated by similar
reference numerals, where appropriate.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a packaging ac-
cording to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view along the axis II-
II of the packaging of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the packaging of
Figure 1 in a partially open configuration;

Figure 4 is a side sectional view along the axis IV-
IV of the packaging of Figure 3;

Figure 5 is a plan view of a punched sheet for making
a box-like body of an outer cover of the packaging
of Figure 1;

Figure 6 is a plan view of a punched sheet for making
a slide of an outer cover of the packaging of Figure 1;

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a packaging ac-
cording to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view along the axis VIII-
VIII of the packaging of Figure 7;

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the packaging of
Figure 7 in a partially open configuration;

Figure 10 is a side sectional view along the axis X-
X of the packaging of Figure 3;

Figure 11 is a plan view of a punched sheet for mak-
ing a box-like body of an outer cover of the packaging
of Figure 7, and

Figure 12 is a plan view of a punched sheet for mak-
ing a slide of an outer cover of the packaging of Fig-
ure 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0051] While the invention is susceptible to various
modifications and alternative constructions, certain pre-
ferred embodiments are shown in the drawings and are
described hereinbelow in detail. It must in any case be
understood that there is no intention to limit the invention
to the specific embodiment illustrated, but, on the con-
trary, the invention intends covering all the modifications,
alternative and equivalent constructions that fall within
the scope of the invention as defined in the claims.
[0052] The use of "for example", "etc.", "or" indicates
non-exclusive alternatives without limitation unless oth-
erwise indicated. The use of "includes" means "includes,
but not limited to" unless otherwise indicated.
[0053] With reference to Figures 1 - 4, a packaging 1
according to a first embodiment of the present invention
comprises an outer cover 2 and a casing 3. In the example
considered, the casing 3 is a casing for a cosmetic prod-
uct 4, preferably in powder or paste form.
[0054] As can be better appreciated in the sectional
view in Figure 2 and in broken line in Figure 3, the casing
3 comprises a tank 31 in which the cosmetic product 4
is arranged. The cosmetic product 4 is accessible by a
user through an access opening 32 to access the tank
31. As appreciable in the sectional view of Figure 2, a
portion 41 of the cosmetic product 4 protrudes beyond
the opening 32 of the casing 3, for example forming a
dome.
[0055] In the example considered, the casing 3 has a
prismatic structure, in particular a parallelepiped, with two
opposite main faces separated by a thickness with a di-
mension smaller than the dimensions of the main faces.
The tank 31 is substantially defined by a hollow which
extends from a first main face 33 towards a second main
face 34 opposite to the first main face 33. In other words,
the access opening 32 to access the tank 31 for the cos-
metic product 4 is formed at the first main face 33 of the
casing 3. In contrast, the second main face 34 of the
casing 3 is used to couple the casing 3 to a slide 21 of
the outer cover 2.
[0056] The casing 3 is made of a material suitable for
containing the cosmetic product 4 and storing it without
altering its characteristics and/or dispersing it. Prefera-
bly, the casing is made of a material selected from:

- a plastic material (e.g. polystyrene);

- a synthetic resin;

- a metallic material (e.g. aluminium);

- glass;

- wood,

- stone,
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- paper,

- paperboard,

- cardboard and

- paper coupled with a plastic material (e.g. polyeth-
ylene), a resin or a metallic material.

[0057] It is also possible to make the casing 3 from
terracotta.
[0058] The outer cover 2 comprises a hollow box-like
body 22 and the slide 21, already mentioned.
[0059] In particular, the box-like body 22 defines a cav-
ity 221 suitable to completely contain the casing 3 cou-
pled to the slide 21. In the example considered, the box-
like body 22 comprises a first main wall, or upper wall
223, a second main wall, or bottom wall 222, and three
side walls 224, 225 and 226 separating the two main
walls 222 and 223. The box-like body 22 has a prismatic
structure, in particular a parallelepiped structure, with the
walls 222, 223 224 and 225 delimiting an opening 227
opposite the remaining wall 226, to access the cavity 221.
[0060] According to the invention, there is also provid-
ed a guiding and spacing element configured to guide
the sliding of the slide 21 inside the box-like body 22 and
keep the opening 32 of the casing 3 spaced apart from
the upper wall 223 of the box-like body 22, facing the
opening 32 of the casing 3. In particular, the guiding and
spacing element defines an air chamber 221B positioned
between the opening 32 of the casing 3 and the upper
wall 223 of the box-like body 22.
[0061] In the embodiment considered, the guiding and
spacing element consists of an intermediate wall 228 pro-
vided inside the box-like body 22. The intermediate wall
228 is substantially parallel to and spaced apart from the
bottom wall 222 and from the upper wall 223 and with
the same dimensions. In other words, the intermediate
wall 228 subdivides the box-like body 22, in particular
the cavity 221, into two chambers: a first chamber 221A,
comprised between the bottom wall 222 and the inter-
mediate wall 228, and a second chamber 221B, com-
prised between the intermediate wall 228 and the upper
wall 223, the second chamber 221B being the air cham-
ber described above.
[0062] Preferably, the intermediate wall 228 is spaced
apart from the upper wall 223 by a distance h1 equal to
at least 5 mm, preferably equal to at least 7 mm, more
preferably equal to at least 10 mm, measured along a
direction normal to both walls 222 and 223, wherein the
distance h1 corresponds to the thickness of the second
chamber 221B.
[0063] Advantageously, the first chamber 221A is
sized to house the casing 3 coupled to the slide 21, pref-
erably in a manner tailored on the dimension. In partic-
ular, a distance h2 between the bottom wall 222 and the
intermediate wall 228 substantially corresponds to the
dimension of the casing 3 along the direction normal to

the upper 223 and bottom 222 walls.
[0064] In the embodiment considered in Figures 1 - 4,
the intermediate wall 228 is shaped to define a recess
228U, which is U-shaped in plan. In detail, the recess
228U extends from the access opening 227 to access
the box-like body 22 towards the wall 226 opposite the
access opening 227. Preferably, the recess 228U has a
dimension wx in the direction normal to the side walls
224 and 225, which are opposite to each other, substan-
tially corresponding to a dimension d in the same direc-
tion as the access opening 32 to access the tank 31 of
the casing - for example, the diameter in the case of a
circular opening 32.
[0065] Finally, the box-like body 22 comprises a first
stop element 229 - for example, a folded tab - which pro-
trudes from the bottom wall 222 at the access opening
227 to access the box-like body 22 as can be better ap-
preciated in the side sectional view of Figure 4.
[0066] The slide 21 comprises a base portion 211, a
closing portion 212 and a second stop element 213.
[0067] The base portion 211 has a plate-like structure,
which has a surface greater than or equal to the surface
of the second main face 34 of the casing 3. For example,
the surface of the second main face 34 of the casing 3
is glued to the base portion 211 of the slide 21. Preferably,
the base portion 211 of the slide 21 and, possibly, the
second main face 34 of the casing have plan dimensions
substantially corresponding to the bottom wall 221 of the
box-like body 22.
[0068] The closing portion 212 protrudes from an edge
of the base portion 211 and is shaped to completely close
the access opening 227 to access the box-like body 22,
when the slide 21 is completely inserted into the box-like
body 22. Preferably, the closing portion 212 comprises
a tab 212A which can be inserted into the cavity 221 of
the box-like body 22 at the upper wall 223. Preferably,
the tab 212A is sized and shaped to engage with corre-
sponding fixing tabs 224A and 225A protruding from the
two side walls 224 and 225 that are opposite each other,
respectively, in a manner known and not described here-
in for brevity’s sake.
[0069] Even more preferably, the upper wall 223 com-
prises a recess 223A near the access opening 227 in
order to facilitate an engagement/disengagement of the
tab 212A to/from the side walls 224 and 225.
[0070] The second stop element 213 protrudes at an
edge of the base portion 211 opposite the edge thereof
from which the closing portion 212 protrudes. The second
stop element 213 - for example, a folded tab - protrudes
from a surface of the base portion 212 opposite the sur-
face to which the casing 3 is coupled, as described above
and as can be better appreciated in the side sectional
view of Figure 4.
[0071] The packaging 1 securely houses the product
4, e.g. a cosmetic product, when in a closed configura-
tion, while allowing an easy and effective use of the cos-
metic product 4 when in an open configuration. In detail,
in the closed configuration the slide 21 is completely in-
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serted in the box-like body 22, in particular in the first
chamber 221A of the cavity 221, substantially with the
second stop element 213 adjacent to the side wall 226
of the box-like body 22 and the closing portion 212 closing
the access opening 227 to access the box-like body 22.
In this configuration, the dome 41 of the cosmetic product
4 protruding from the opening 32 of the casing 3 passes
through the recess 228U of the intermediate wall 228,
advantageously without coming into contact with it. At
the same time, the intermediate wall 228 blocks casing
3 in place in the first chamber. In particular, the interme-
diate wall 228 keeps the opening 32 of the casing 3 and,
therefore, the cosmetic product 4 substantially at the dis-
tance hx from the upper wall 223.
[0072] In the open position, the slide 21 is extracted
from the box-like body 22 and the second stop element
213 of the slide 21 engages with the first stop element
of the box-like body 229. Consequently, the casing 3 is
arranged at least partially outside the box-like body 22,
preferably so that the entire opening 32 of the casing is
exposed to the environment outside the box-like body
22, so as to allow a practical collection of a quantity of
product 4 by means of a finger or a tool - for example, a
brush or a sponge.
[0073] During an insertion/extraction movement, the
slide 21 slides between the position of complete insertion
of the slide 21 inside the box-like body 22 and the position
of at least partial extraction of the slide 21 from the box-
like body 22 just described, with the intermediate wall
228 acting as a sliding guide for the slide 21 and the
casing 3 coupled thereto, so as to allow a substantially
linear insertion/extraction movement while preventing
the slide 21 from getting stuck or the cosmetic product 4
from coming into contact with the box-like body 22 due
to deviations from a linear path.
[0074] In particular, the dimension lx of the recess
228U along a movement direction lm of the slide 21 is
such as to ensure that the opening 32, and thus the dome
41 of cosmetic product 4, comes into contact with the
intermediate wall 228 during the extraction/insertion
movement.
[0075] As illustrated in Figures 5 and 6, both the box-
like body 22 and the slide 21 are obtained by punching
and folding a single sheet, or other plate-like element.
[0076] In particular, the box-like body 22 is made in a
simple way and with a minimum amount of material. In
particular, the box-like body 22 is made with a first side
wall 224 adjacent - along a direction X shown in Figure
5 - to the bottom wall 222, a second side wall 225 adjacent
to both the bottom side wall 222 and the upper wall 223,
a first intermediate tab 228A adjacent to the upper wall
223 (in a manner analogous to a classical box with a
parallelepiped structure) and the intermediate wall 228
adjacent to both the first intermediate tab 228A and a
second intermediate tab 228B. Finally, the side wall 226
is adjacent to the upper wall 223 - along a direction Y
normal to the direction X - and the first fixing tabs 224A,
225A as well as the second fixing tabs 224B and 225B

are adjacent to opposite edges of the side walls 224 and
225, respectively.
[0077] In this way, it is possible to compose the box-
like body 22 by simply closing the walls 222 - 225 on
themselves, with the first intermediate tab 228A being
fixed - for example, glued or welded - to the second side
wall 225 and the second intermediate tab 228B being
fixed - for example, glued or welded - to the first side wall
224 opposite the second side wall 225. In particular, the
dimensions of the intermediate tabs 228A and 228B allow
the distance h1 of the intermediate wall 228 from the
upper wall 223 and the distance h2 of the intermediate
wall 228 from the bottom wall 222 to be simply and pre-
cisely defined.
[0078] Preferably, the box-like body 22 and the slide
21 are made of a pliable material selected from:

- paper,

- paperboard,

- cardboard, and

- paper coupled with a plastic and/or metallic material.

[0079] Turning now to Figures 7 - 10, a packaging 6 is
described according to a different embodiment. In par-
ticular, components similar to what has been described
above are indicated by the same references and their
description is not repeated here for the sake of brevity.
[0080] In the embodiment considered, the guiding and
spacing element comprises a pair of spacing shoulders
215 and 216 provided on the slide 21. In particular, the
spacing shoulders 215 and 216 are formed at opposite
flanks of the base portion 211 of the slide 21, transverse
to the flanks from which the closing portion 212 and the
second stop element 213 protrude.
[0081] As can be better appreciated in the sectional
views of Figures 8 and 10, the spacing shoulders 215
and 216 extend in a direction normal to the major surfaces
of the base portion with an extension h3 along the direc-
tion normal to the bottom wall 222 and to the upper wall
223 of the box-like body 22 substantially equal to the total
distance ht between the two walls 222 and 223. Prefer-
ably, spacing shoulders 215 and 216 are formed at the
end of the base portion 211 from which the second stop
element 213 protrudes and extend towards the opposite
end of the base portion 211 by a dimension equal to at
least 33% of the length of the base portion 211.
[0082] In this case, one free end of the spacing shoul-
ders 215 and 216 is in contact with the upper wall 223 of
the box-like body 22. This gives a greater strength to the
slide 21 and the box-like body 22 together, when the slide
21 is completely inserted into the box-like body 22 - and
the casing 3 is completely housed in the cavity 221, in
particular with respect to forces applied on the bottom
wall 222 and/or on the upper wall 223 along the direction
normal to said walls.
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[0083] Furthermore, the spacing shoulders 215 and
216 keep the casing 3, in particular the opening 32 - and,
also, the cosmetic product 4 - at a distance h3 from the
upper wall 223 of the box-like body 22 along the direction
normal to the bottom wall 222 and to the upper wall 223.
The air chamber described above and having a thickness
corresponding to the distance h3 is therefore created be-
tween the casing 3, in particular the opening 32, and the
upper wall of the box-like body 22. Preferably, the dis-
tance h3 is equal to at least 5 mm, preferably equal to at
least 7 mm, more preferably equal to at least 10 mm.
[0084] The spacing shoulders 215 and 216 guide the
slide 21 during its movement of extraction/insertion
from/into the box-like body 22. In particular, the spacing
shoulders 215 and 216, during the extraction/insertion
movement, slide in the cavity 221 of the box body 22
substantially in contact with the side walls 224 and 225,
respectively, and the upper wall 223. In this way, a sub-
stantially linear insertion/extraction movement is
achieved, preventing the slide 21 from getting stuck or
the cosmetic product 4 from coming into contact with the
box-like body 22 due to deviations from a linear path.
[0085] As can be immediately appreciated by a person
skilled in the art, in Figures 11 and 12 both the box-like
body 22 and the slide 21 of the outer cover 2 of the pack-
aging 6 are obtained by punching and folding a single
sheet, or other plate-like element.
[0086] The packaging for a product thus conceived is
subject to numerous modifications and variations, all of
which fall within the scope of the attached claims. Indeed,
it is clear that the above examples should not be inter-
preted in a limiting sense.
[0087] For example, the casing can be hollow instead
of solid in order to make it lighter.
[0088] In an alternative embodiment (not shown), the
intermediate wall is solid, i.e. without the U-shaped re-
cess, so that the two chambers of the cavity are com-
pletely isolated. This solution makes it possible to use
the two chambers for housing two different casings - each
coupled to a respective slide possibly without a closing
portion - or a casing and a tool for applying the cosmetic
product such as a sponge.
[0089] Naturally, all the details can be replaced with
other technically-equivalent elements.
[0090] For example, the outer cover and in particular
the box-like body may have a shape other than parallel-
epiped. In embodiments not shown, the box-like body is
made with a prism structure with a base other than square
or rectangular, for example hexagonal. Furthermore,
nothing prevents the box-like body from being made with
a non-prismatic structure, such as pyramidal, truncated-
pyramidal, conical, truncated-conical, etc.
[0091] In conclusion, the materials used, as well as the
contingent shapes and dimensions of the aforemen-
tioned devices, apparatuses and terminals, may be any
according to the specific implementation requirements
without thereby abandoning the scope of protection of
the following claims.

Claims

1. Packaging (1; 6) for a product (4) comprising:

- a casing (3) for a product (4) comprising a cas-
ing body internally defining a product housing
(31) and an access opening (32) to access the
housing (31), and
- an outer cover (2) comprising

a hollow box-like body (22) configured to
house the casing (3) and
a slide (21) to which the casing (3) is con-
strained, the slide (21) being housed in a
sliding manner inside the box-like body (22)
between a position of complete insertion of
the slide (21) inside the box-like body (22)
and a position of at least partial extraction
of the slide (21) from the box-like body (22);
and
a guiding and spacing element (228;
215,216) configured to guide the sliding of
the slide (21) inside the box-like body and
keep the opening (32) of the casing (3)
spaced apart from a first outer wall (223) of
the box-like body (22) facing the opening
(32) of the casing (3), the guiding and spac-
ing element (228; 215,216) defining an air
chamber (221B) positioned between the
opening (32) of the casing (3) and the first
outer wall (223) of the box-like body (22).

2. Packaging (1) according to claim 1, wherein the air
chamber (221B) has a thickness, measured along a
direction normal to the first outer wall (223) sufficient
to compensate for the elastic deformability of the first
outer wall (223) towards the inside of the box-like
body (22).

3. Packaging (1) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
air chamber (221B) has a thickness (h1,h3), meas-
ured along a direction normal to the first outer wall
(223) equal to at least 5 mm, preferably equal to at
least 7 mm, more preferably equal to at least 10 mm.

4. Packaging (1) according to any one of claims from
1 to 3, wherein the guiding and spacing element
(228) comprises an intermediate wall (228) which
extends within the box-like body (22) parallel to the
first outer wall (223) of the box-like body (22) facing
the opening (32) of the casing (3).

5. Packaging (1) according to claim 4, wherein the in-
termediate wall (228) comprises a shaped recess
(228U), said recess (228U) being shaped to corre-
spond, in plan view, to a path followed by the opening
(32) of the casing (3) during the sliding of the slide
(21) between the position of complete insertion of
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the slide (21) inside the box-like body (22) and the
position of at least partial extraction of the slide (21)
from the box-like body (22), and vice versa.

6. Packaging (1) according to claim 3 or 4, wherein the
intermediate wall (228) is placed at a distance from
the first outer wall (223) measured along a direction
normal to the first outer wall (223) equal to the thick-
ness of the air chamber (h1,h3).

7. Packaging (1) according to any one of the preceding
claims 4 to 6, wherein said intermediate wall (228)
is arranged at a distance from a second outer wall
(222), opposite to the first outer wall (223), of the
box-like body (22) substantially corresponding to a
dimension of the casing (3) measured along a direc-
tion normal to the first outer wall (223) and the second
outer wall (222), so as to define a housing (221A)
tailored on the dimension of the casing (3) bound to
the slide (21) .

8. Packaging (1) according to any one of the preceding
claims 4 to 7, wherein the box-like body (22) is made
by punching a single sheet of pliable material, where-
in a first side wall (224), a second outer wall (222)
opposite the first outer wall (223) when the box-like
body (22) is mounted, a second side wall (225), the
first outer wall (223), a first intermediate tab (228A),
the intermediate wall (228) and a second intermedi-
ate tab (228B) are formed adjacent to each other in
sequence along a main direction (X) of the punched
sheet, so that the box-like body (22) can be assem-
bled by fixing the first intermediate tab (228A) to the
second side wall (225) and the second intermediate
tab (228B) to the first side wall (224).

9. Packaging (6) according to any one of claims from
1 to 3, wherein the slide comprises a base portion
(211) to which the casing (3) is constrained, and
wherein the guiding and spacing element (228) com-
prises a pair of shoulders (215,216) extending from
two opposite flanks of the base portion (211) and
normal to the base portion (211), each shoulder
(215,216) having a dimension in the direction normal
to the base portion (211) substantially corresponding
to a total distance between the first outer wall (223)
and a second outer wall (222), opposite the first outer
wall (223) of the box-like body (22), measured along
a normal direction to the first (223) and to the second
(222) outer wall.

10. Packaging (1; 6) according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the slide (21) and the box-like
body (22) comprise stop elements (213,229) config-
ured to mutually engage during an extraction move-
ment of the slide (21) from the body box-like (22), so
as to prevent a complete extraction of the slide (21)
from the box-like body (22).
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