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Starting with a semiconductor wafer of known
type including an internal, planar p-n junction
parallel to major surfaces of the wafer, one of
the wafer surfaces is covered with a masking layer
of silicon nitride. A plurality of intersecting
grooves are then sawed through the masking layer
for forming a plurality of mesas having sloped
walls with each mesa including a portion of the
planar p-n junction having edges which intersect
and are exposed by the mesa walls. The groove
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% xRS (#9224 : SEMICONDUCTOR CHIPS HAVING A MESA STRUCTURE PROVIDED
BY SAWING)

Starting with a semiconductor wafer of known
type including an internal, planar p-n junction
parallel to major surfaces of the wafer, one of
the wafer surfaces is covered with a masking layer
of silicon nitride. A plurality of intersecting
grooves are then sawed through the masking layer
for forming a plurality of mesas having sloped
walls with each mesa including a portion of the
planar p-n junction having edges which intersect
and are exposed by the mesa walls. The groove
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