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4 Claims. (CL 234-87.2)

One of the objects of this invention is to provide a
simple, economical, and durable display and carrying
means.

Another ‘object is to provide a carrier which allows
receptacles, such as, cans or bottles, to be aitractively
displayed in the store, and to obscure the labels on the
containers to a minimum degree.

Another object of this invention is to provide a con-
ventent carrier for receptacles which carriers themselves
can be easily packed and shipped, and when applied to
the can, will enhance the looks and saleability of the
container.

A further object of this invention is to provide a rigid
carrier of plastic, light gange sheet metal, and even card-
board or the like, with finger holes in the top portion,
and with either an open or a closed central section for
the individual holders.

A further object of the invention is fo provide a car-
rier in which the central section of the individual holders
may be solid, or the holders formed with a curved edge
if open at the center, so that they may be separated and
used as coasters.

With the foregoing and other objects in view as will
appear from a reading of the following specification and
claims, the invention resides in the novel arrangement and
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combination of parts and in the details of construction

and process of manufaciure hereinafter described and
claimed, it being understood that changes in the precise
embodiment of the invention may be made within the
scope of what is claimed without departing from the spirit
of the invention. It will be further understood that the
invention is susceptible of embodiment in many and var-
ious forms, some of which are illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, and that the structural details or par-
ticular steps of the method herein set forth may be varied
to suit particnlar purposes and still remain within the
inventive concept.

Referring to the figures:

FIG. 1 shows a 6-pack carrier adapted for holding cans;

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows an individval unit broken off and serving
as a coaster; )

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a modified form of pack car-
rier;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 5—35
of FIG. 4;

FiG. 6 is a further modified form showing a plan view
in which the finger holes are offset in relation to the
center line of the carrier and the flexible retaining edges
do not extend completely around the openings.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 7—7
of FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 is another form of the invention;

FIG. 9 is a broken cross-sectional view taken on the
line 2—9 of FIG. §;

FIG. 10 is a section taken on the line 18—19 of FIG. 8;

FIG. 11 is another modified form of the carrier par-
ticularly adapted for displaying and carrying bottles:

FIG. 12 illustrates another form of bottle carrier;

FIG. 13 shows a section through the cup holder of FIG.
11 and FIG. 12;
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FIG. 14 shows a modified form of cup holder which
could be used particularly with FIGS. 11 and 12.

Referring to the drawings in more details:

The numeral 1 illustrates a display carrier for recepta-
cles or containers, such as, cans and bottles, particularly
those having a slight roll or lip at one end. The carrier
comprises skirt 3. These separable, individual ring hold-
ers are connected by web portions 4. If desired, a grooved
or weakened line 4’ may be provided between the in-
dividual ring holders through the web portion whereby
the individual receptacle holder may be broken off and
used as a coaster as illustrated in FIG, 3. Also, the in-
dividual holders may be broken off to permit the store-
keeper to sell less than a full pack, or to permit the buyer
to use less than a full pack, or to permit the buyer to
conserve space as the various containers are used.

If the holders are adapted to be used as coasters, it is
preferable that the sections 5 between the rings be closed
s0 as to permit the moisture to be caught which may drop
on the coaster, particularly during the Summer months.
Alternatively, this may be unnecesary since the rims of
the holders are turned upward adjacent the central open-
ing as illustrated in FIG. 5.

In at least one portion of the web, a finger hole 6 is
provided so that the receptacles may be carried by means
of a finger or fingers in the hole. For example, if a 6-
container pack is wsed, each hole preferably would be
positioned in the center of four of the containers. Like-
wise, if an 8-container pack is used, the distance apart
of the finger holes wouid not be greater than the normal
hand spread. Obviously, if a four container pack is used,
one hole for one or two fingers would be sufficient.

The carrier is preferably made of a plastic material,
such as polyethylene or polystyrene, but can also be made
of any rubber-like material with some flexibility or with
a fiexible thin gauge metal or even with cardboard, de-
pending upon the weight of the containers. The skirt
portion must have resiliency in order to slip over and
grip the edges of the can in order that the can will not
fall while it is being transported. Hence, the cut-out
portion 7 of the skirt provides additional flexibility or
resiliency to the skirt and enables cans of beer 8, or cans
or bottles holding other commodities, to be easily and
safely transported.

The modified holder 8 of FIG. 4 has finger carrying
holes 19 in the web portion 11. The skirt portion 12 is
continuous rather than interrupted or cut-out, as in FIG.
1. Web 11 may be broken, and may even be provided
with a breaking groove whereby to permit the individual
units to serve ultimately as coasters. Since the units pref-
erably have a slight groove around their circumference,
this groove will serve to collect the moisture from a drink-
ing glass, or from the container if the user drinks directly
from the original can, and, as indicated in the foregoing,
permifs the carrier units to have open instead of solid
top sections,

In the modified form shown in FIG. 6, the carrier 12
has the finger holes 13 offset from the center line of the
carrier. In addition, the retaining lips 14 extend approxi-
mately only half-way around the retaining rings 15. In
this modification the skirt portion is short, while the over-
hang of the top of the receptacle is somewhat extended,
and the web 16 in a longitudinal direction has a dependent
reinforcing center rib 17.

To insert or withdraw a can from the carrier, the can
is tilted and the rim placed in a plane between 14 and 15,
by pressure. To withdraw a can frem the carrier, it is
tilted ont. Due to the resiliency of the rib 14, the other
side of the container can then be forced between the corre-
sponding elements on the opposite side.

The receptacle carrier shown in FIG. 8, indicated by
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numeral 18, has oval finger holes 19 in the web portion
20. In a longitudinal direction arnd beneath the central
portion of web 2§ there is a depending rib 21, with adja-
cent upstanding. ribs for each-holder; - Along- the side
edges of the web 2@ there are provided discontinuous, up-
standing ribs 22, for stacking. These ribs are primarily
for reinforcement but incidentally give:a decoratlve effect
to the carrier.

‘FIG..9 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken on the
line 9—9 of FIG. 8, with portlons being broken away; and
FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 10—10
of- FIG. 8..-As seen in. FIG. 10, the web 20, along three
sides, has a downwardly and inwardly extending shelf 23.
As in the modification shown in FIG. 6, due to the resilien-
cy of edge or shelf 23 the top of the container is forced

between.the shelf 23 and the overhang 24 of the web 26.

Units to be packaged are either slid'in, or pressed in:

. FIG. 11 .shows a modified form which is particularly -

adapted. for bottles (or cans) having tops of small diam-
efer. - Holder 25 has web elements 24 with finger holes
27 provided therein, and holders 28.- ‘The cap holder ele-
ment may be provided with an upward extension so as to
grip the rounded edge of the bottle in opening 29. If de-
sired, the bottle holder may extend cutwardly and then in-
wardly, as shown by bottle holder 36.

FIG. 12 shows a modified form in which the handle for -

the holder is made of a-flexible or semirigid’ ‘material
which can be extended in an outward direction as shown
at 31’, and buckled together or otherwise latched together
as illustrated at 32 to form a carrying handle 31.
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What we claim is:
1. A multi-container carrier separable into a plurality

of coasters comprising a plurality. of individual container

holders, said container holders being aligned in parallel
rows, a web of resilient :plastic material of a thickness to
be readily frangible at predetermined points, said contain--
er holders being unitary with and supported by said web

- and disposed substantially in the same plane as said web,

each of said holders having means to permit insertion of
a container therein in one direction and removal of said
container 'in an" opposite direction, said means compris-
ing an annular ring having a curved upper edge forming
an’interior groove, said holders being of the same resilient
material as-said web, said ring having a singular: unitary
means-for frictionally and releasably holding a single con-
tainer; said singular means comprising a depending skirt

. of said resilient-material adapted to:extend around at least

a portion of the top rim of ‘one of said containérs, said
skirt having a resilient, inwardly directed annular projec-
tion adapted to maintain-said rim between said ‘projection
and said ring, said skiri having an outwardly flaring an-

- nular flange to facilitate insertion of said containers and
. to catch moisture when said holders are used as coasters,
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_-While my preferred material is a rigid plastic with a - -

certain. degree of resiliency to grip ‘beneath the rolled
edges of the containers, other materials having similar-

properties may also be used. Plastic is particularly suit-
able since it is easily molded, as for instance by injection
molding or: other types of forming processes. However,
in the modification illustrated in FIG. 12, the handle 31
must . have a certain amount of flexibility and can be
formed of a flexible plastic or even leather. The re-
mainder of the carrier can be flexible also, in which case
the.bottles will contact each other or, if the remainder of
the. carrier is rigid, the bottles will be contiguous or spaced
as.determined by the spacing of the holders. -
. As can be seen, we have invented a simple, inexpensive,
utilitarian bottle carrier which will promote the sale of
goods in its original container with its:labels exposed. -
Another advantage of our invention is that it can be
used for stacking tiers of containers: on top of each other.
Furthermore, the open center type holders can be used as
a drinking lip. or pouring spout, etc.- In addition, since
only the rim of the container is covered, the complete
sides, bottom and top, if desired, of the container are ex-
posed. Obviously, if a solid top section is used for the
holder, it may also carry advertising matter.
.~The features shown in one. figure may be used in the
other modifications, for example, the breaking-groove 4’
illustrated in FIG. 1, the closed central section of FIG. 1,
the open central section .of FIG. 4, etc.
four pack carrier were used, one ‘hole for one or two
fingers could be used, or for an eight pack carrier, three
holes for a thumb and two fingers.
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Obviously, if a -
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said rings being .spaced so that any: containers being
grasped thereby are positioned adjacent. one -another
whereby they mutually-support each other, opposed finger
holes in said web between said rings for grasping said car-
rier and breaking grooves:in said web between each pair of
adjacent rings to permit separation thereof from said web
upon the -application of pressure . thereto, whereby a

- group of containers may be transported place-to place as

a unit ‘and said rings, when individually separated from
said web, may be utilized as coasters for the containers
secured therein, -

2. A carrier as set forth in claim 1 in Whlch said projec-
tion of said skirt provides a‘shelf and between which shelf
and web the rim of a container is capable of being wedged.

3. The carrier as set forth-in claim 1 wherein said pro--
jections are- discontinuous ‘with respect to each other and
positioned at spaced intervals-with respﬂct to the penphery
of each holder. -

4. The carrier as set forth in claim 1 wherein said skirt
and said projection are continuous about the perlphery of
each holder.
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