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To all it'? On, it in lay conce77: 
Be it known that I, INGRAHAM G. RICII 

ARDSON, of Minneapolis, in the county of Hen 
nepin and State of Minnesota, have invented 
certain Improvements in Trunks, of which 
the following is a specification. . 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

trunk which shall be adapted like any ordi 
nary trunk for the reception of clothing or 
other articles, and which shall also be capable 
of being used as a Writing-desk or secretary. 
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The invention consists, generally, in the 
construction and combination hereinafter de 
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of my improved trunk, the 
parts being in position to adapt it for use as 
a Writing-desk. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal ver 
tical Section of the same. Figs. 3 and 4 are 
details showing the device for holding the 
lid or cove' in an elevated position when de 
si"el. 

In the drawings, 2 represents the body, and 
3 the cover or lid, of ny improved trunk. 
These paits may be of any ordinary or pre 
ferred construction, and the body of the 
trunk may be provided with any suitable ar 
rangement of trays or compartments to suit 
the convenience or taste of the user. The 
lid or cover is connected to the body of the 
trunk by suitable hinges arranged at the end 
of the trunk. The lid of the trunk is ar. 
'anged with a hinged leaf or plate, 5, prefer 
ably connected to the lid at a point nearly 
midway of its length, as shown in Fig. 1. 
When the lid of the trunk is in an upright 
position, the leaf 5 may be turned down to a 
horizontal position, as shown in Fig. 1. The 
outer end of the leaf is provided with a sup 
port, which rests upon rails 25 at the top of 
the body of the trunk and holds the leaf in a 
Substantially horizontal position. This slip 
port preferably consists of a rod or wire, 7, 
bent into a U shape and having the ends of 
its legs pivoted to the under side of the leaf 5. 
The leaf 5, it will be seen, is adapted to be 

folded up against the under side of the cover 
of the trunk, where it forms a lid for the re 

ceptacles or compartments formed therein. 
When it is in this position, as shown in Fig. 
2, the U-shaped support 7 lies against the 
under side of the leaf 5. For the purpose of 
securing the leaf in this position, I use a suit 
able fastening, consisting, preferably, of a 
sliding bolt, 9, which is adapted to engage a 
staple, 11, arranged at the upper end of the 
lid 3. The lower end of the bolt 9 is also 
preferably provided with a hook, 13, which 
catches over the bottom of the U-shaped Sup 
port 7 and holds it against the under side of 
the lid 5, as shown in Fig. 2. I also prefer to 
provide an auxiliary leaf, 15, hinged to one 
edge of the leaf 5 and adapted to be turned 
outward to form a continuation of the Writ 
ing-table, as shown in Fig.1. The outer edge 
of the auxiliary leaf liš is preferably sup 
ported by a cord, 17, which has its opposite 
end secured to the inside of the lid 3 at a 
point near its upper end. 
The space within the lid 3 may be divided 

into any suitable number of compartments of 
any suitable size and form. I have shown 
that part of the lid which is above the leaf 5 
when open as provided with a drawer, 19, 
and with pigeon-holes 21 and larger comparti 
ments, 23, and this arrangement I have found 
convenient, as the drawer 19 and the pigeon 
holes 21 form convenient receptacles for arti 
cles of stationery, while the compartments 23 
form convenient receptacles for other arti 
cles. 
In order to form a seat for the person using 

the Writing-desk, I prefer to provide the lon 
gitudinal rails 25 upon the inside of the body 
of the trunk near the upper edge thereof. 
Upon these rails is arranged a sliding seat, 27, 
which may be brought to a convenient posi 
tion for the use of the person sitting at the 
writing-desk. When the trunk is to be closed, 
this seat is preferably moved to the opposite 
end of the trunk. 
In order to hold the lid 3 in a perpendicular 

position while the trunk is being used as a 
writing-desk, I provide the brace-rod 31, which 
has one end pivoted to the lid 3 and its other 
end pivoted to a sliding block or traveler, 33. 
The block 33 is arranged to slide in a runway 
or guide, 35, secured at a point near the upper 
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edge of the body of the trunk. At one end 
of this runway is formed a slot, through which 
the block 33 may drop when the lid 3 is turned 
into a vertical position. The block 33 then 
rests upon a block, 39, arranged beneath the 
slot and the runway 35, and the end of the 
block striking against the end of the slot 
forms a lock for holding the lid 3 in an up 
light position. 

It Will be seen that as the leaf 5 is locked 
in its upright position by the bolt 9 and the 
support or leg 7 is also locked against the ulin 
der side of the leaf by the same bolt, and as 
One movement of the bolt locks both parts 
and one movement of the bolt releases both, 
it is only necessary when it is desired to use 
the Writing-desk to give a slight movement to 
the bolt 9, when the leaf 5 will drop forward 
to the position shown in Fig. 1, and at the 
same time the support 7 will drop forward 
into the vertical position, resting upon the 
rails 25 and holding the lid in a horizontal po 
sition. 

From the foregoing detail description the 
mannel of using my improved trunk will be 
obvious, and it will be seen that the details of 
the construction may be varied in many Ways 

- without departing from my invention. 
I claim as my invention 
1. The combined trunk and writing-desk 

comprising, in combination, the body 2, the 
lid 3, hinged to the end thereof, the leaf 5, 
hilaged to the under side of said lid and pro 
vided with a suitable support adapted to hold 
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it in a horizontal position, the auxiliary leaf 
15, himged to the side of the leaf 5 and 
adapted to be turned over upon said leaf 
when the lid is in an upright position, the 
drawer 19, and the compartments 21 and 23, 
arranged in the lid 3 above the leaf 5, all sub 
stantially as described. 

2. The combined trunk and writing-desk 
comprising, in combination, the body 2, the 
lid hinged to the end thereof and provided 
with the folding leaf 5, and the auxiliary leaf 
15, hinged to the edge of the leaf 5 and 
adapted to fold over upon said leaf, and the 
sliding seat 27, arranged upon the body 2, Sub 
stantially as described. 

3. In a combined trunk and writing-desk, 
the lidt 3, the leaf 5, hinged thereto, the U 
shaped support 7, pivoted to the under side 
of said leaf, and the sliding bolt 9, provided 
with a hook, 13, adapted to engage the sup 
port 7, for the purpose specified. 

4. In a combined trunk and Writing-desk, 
the combination, with the lid 3, having the 
folding leaf 5, of the brace-rod 31, pivoted to 
said lid and having its opposite end pivoted 
to the sliding block 33, and the runway 35, 
having a slot in the bottom thereof, for the 
purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this 28th day of August, 1888. 

INGRAHAM G. RICHARDSON. 
In presence of - 

A. C. PAUL, 
A. M. GASKILL. 

35 

45 

55 

  


