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or spatterdashes and partlcularly to that type of
legging, ‘gaiter or spatterdash which is familiarly

known as a “spat”. This type of leg covering is
5 generally made in the form of a split tube, the

overlapping ‘edges” of which- are provided  with
the complementary portions of g series of fasten-
ing or securing devices. :Prior to the present in-
vention, the fastening: devices: ‘took ‘either the
“10-:form. of buttons and button-holes or snap fas-

teners, one of the edges of the spat being provided

with- a vertieal series of either button holes or
with .the female ‘members of the.snap fastener

members of the snap fasteners.
The following are:a:few of the many dlsadvan-

tages and shortcomings of the hereinabove de--

scribed forms .of ‘leg .covering as made prlor to
20 the present invention: :
1. Difficulty. of  putting on and takmg off both

types hereinabove mentioned. - In addition, but-"

ton hooks are generally requxred in the use of the
button-hole ‘type: -

25 2. Buttons or snap fasteners often have to be
reset to: accommodate small d1fferences in ‘foot
size. :

.3.- Buttons or. snap fasteners are frequently torn

off and bufton-holes torn or stretched, due not .

380 only to:the stresses set up while the article is
being put on or taken off, but also to the stresses
due to.movements: of the foot.:.This, of course,
causes the spat to take on an untidy or “sloppy”
appearance. - -

35 4. Inflexibility of leg covermg not only causes’

cramped ankles but also 1mparts a Wrmkled un-
tidy appearance.

The primary object of the present invention is
to provide a leg covering of the type hereinabove

40 referred to, which will not only obviate the fore-
going disadvantages but which will also. have
other important advantages. Some of the ad-
vantages will be hereinafter set forth, while oth-
ers will appear as the description proceeds.

45  In one.of its phases;the essence of the inven-
tion consists in providing the overlapping edges
of the leg covering with complementary portions
of a series of fastening elements, at least one
portion of each fastening element being mounted

50 for independent movement in one or more direc-
tions.

In a more specific aspect, the essence of the
invention consists in providing securing means
of the snap-fastener type, one of the complemen-

58 tary portions of which is mounted for movement

. (CL 36—2)
The present mventlon relates to leggmgs, gaiters’

to and ‘away from the edge of the leg covermg

to which it is secured: In the preferred form

of the mventmn one of the fastener elements: is

rotatably mounted in-one end of an- elastic ‘strip

which is secured to one of the edges of the article,” §-
The  inventive concepts hereinabove -set . forth"

are capable of being embodied- in & variety of -

mechanical forms, one of which, for the purpose

of illustrating the invention, is shown in the ac- .

companying drawmg, wherein:— - 10
-Figure 1 is'a view of the side of a leg covering

which is provided with my novel fastening means,

. bart -of the article being broken away to reveal
and the other edge being provided with ‘a’ series

15 “of registering or alined buttons or with the male'

otherwise hidden elements. The full' and dotted: _ .
lines show the normal position of the spat and 1ts» 15
elements - while thé dot and dash lines indi-.
cate an expanded pos1t10n of the spa,t and 1ts
fastening means.

Figure 2 is an enlarged-view ofa portion of
the disclosure of Figure 1. The full and dotted 20
lines show' the-normal positions of the spat and
its fastening means, while the dot and dash, dou-
ble dot and dash, and triple dot and dash lines™
show several of the possible positions of  the -
overlappmg edges and of the fastener elements. 25

‘Figure 3 is a cross-section taken on line3—3
of Figure 1 and looking" in the d1rect10n of: the
arrows.

Referring in greater detail to the drawing and
particularly Figure 1 thetreof, the spat itself is 30
indicated ‘generally by the reference numeral 1.
The article is illustrated as being of conventional
form, having the wide lower end 2 adapted to
conform to and to rest upon the upper portion: .
of the shoe (not shown) and the narrow upper 35
end 3 which is adapted to encircle the leg of the
wearer -(not shown) above the shoe. : The article -
is of the split-tubular type and has the two over-"
lapping ‘edges 4. and 5 and the elastic strap 6 =
which . is intended to fit about the arch of the - -40
shoe. )

The two overlapping edges 4: and 5 carry:the -
complementary members of & series of shap fas-
tening- devices.” The male members of the. fas- .
tener ‘are indicated by -the numeral:T snd. are 467
arranged in a vertical row a short distance from
the very edge 4 while the female members 8 are
each loosely mounted on the free end of an elastic
strip or tape 9 in a manner to be hereinafter de-
seribed. Obviously there are as many .strips 9 50
as there are snap-fasteners.

As shown in the drawing, each strip 9 consists
of a narrow elastic tape doubled upon itself and
having its ends stitched together and to the spat
at a short distance from the edge 5 by the line of 65
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. rection. in any particular, plane.

stitching 10. Mounted in the looped end 11 of
each strip 9 is a metallic connector or eye 12
which encircles the neck 13 of the female snap-
fastener element 8. The female element 8 is
thus loosely mounted for rotative movement in
the eye 12. This arrangement is advantageous
for several reasons, one of which is that torque
stresses which would ordinarily have a tendency
to twist the fastener element from its mounting
merely result in the movement of the. eye 12 to,
3 position Where the: reaction. force between the
fastener and elastic strip is in a straight line
thereby eliminating torque. (See the double dot;
and dash and triple dot and dash positions of

these elements in Figure 2.) The female membern .-

8 may be provided with an ornamental, head 14,
as shown.,
I prefer to provide pockets: for, the .strips. 9:

which serve to house the said strips 9 and in a.

measure to limit their movement. These pock-
ets,-and, guideways, are: provided. by. securing: a.
ﬂap or ﬁy member 16 to the inside of the:edge 5.

and stitching the flap to the edge 5 -along, the.

vert1cal line, 10; and the spaced: lines 17 and 18,
thus. formmg a. senes of horxzontal pockets The
alternate pockets wh1ch do. not ‘contain a strip.- 9
may be. closed by means of & 11ne of vert1ca1 stitch-
ing. 19

The ‘lines of. stitching- 17 and 18; may.be paral—
lel but I prefer that they be- S0 arranged that the-
pockets widen.out towards the. very edge 4, as
shown, theleby enlargmg the radius of move-
ment of the entlre stnp 9in a Vertlcal direction,
The strlp 9, however is-not absolutely 11m1ted in.

‘1ts movements by - the upper and: lower: lines of’

stltchlng 18 and 17 For, after: it contacts the

lme of.- stltches 18 or 17.the, end. portion of the-

strip 9 which has been stretched beyond the ex-
treme edge. 5, will bend upwardly or downwardly
(as the case may requ1re) due_to the flexibility.
of the. str1p 9, will continue to extend,outwardly
and/or upwardly ‘and/or downwardly. (as. the.
case may. requlre) due-to €elasticity of the strip 9;

and the stresses. tending to produce: torque will-
E only result in reactlve forces;along a straight.:line:

due to.the movement of - the eye: 12, From the
above it is: .obvious, that: as a result. of my. novel;
structure the edges of my spat can move rela-
tively-to each other in any plane and in any. di-
(Relative: ver-.
tical and horizontal movements: of:the spat:edges:
and-of - the fastener . elements are clearly shown..

Be-
cause of th1s quahty my spat has the greatest

.- possible flexibility and will:not only adjust itself

to fit just as comfortably on high insteps.and on.

wide insteps and.wide ankles as on.normal.feeb.

but: will also fit- perfectly when subjected :to: the
stresses. and strains; incident to normal .and:ab-

+ normal: movements. of -the foot. of:the wearer,

This fit will in nowise be affected when the strain
isremoved. For, as soon as.this happens the: spat
will automatxcally adjust itself.to the new. posi-
tion. which it should occupy. to. insure. a.good-fit.

The foregoing disclosure is to-be understood as:
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being for the purpose of illustration only and not
for the purpose of limitation since many changes
may be made in the disclosure herein shown
without departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion. ‘These changes may include not only
changes in size, shape, the materials used, and
the substitution of equivalents for any of the ele-
ments herein shown, but may also include the
making of a device which has incorporated there-
in,some but not,all of the inventive.concentshere-
in: set forth It is for these reasons;that-ittis my
desire that claims which are hereunto appended
for the purpose of defining my invention should
be limited only by the prior art.

~-Having described my invention what I claim
ag new. and useful is:

1. As an article of manufacture, a leg covering
of<the: herein-disclosed type and having a body
portion. in the form of a split tube with over-

" lapping edges, each of said edges being provided

with; complementary- portions: of; fastening de-
ViCQSi the.portions; of the. said: fastenine: devices:
carried- by .one: of, said) edghes, being; ratatively:
mounted

2: As.an a;mcle of manufgctupe, & leg cavering;
havmg 2, hody; member. in the: farm afi a, splitc
tube; a; plura f horizontsel; nackets:formed:on.
thefsald body, member -neax:-one: ofrits: edges;. am
elas ic. strip positioned: within: each of: the: saidy
pockets: and: attached: af;; its: rear: end; only,. an

element: of- g, snap:fagtener rotatably mountedsin..

each: of; the, said elastic strips;. and: complemens.
tary: portions. of- the. said; snap: fastener: pasix.
tioned on the.other of:the:said edges:for:-cooperas.

tive engagement; with;the first: saldisnap Sfastener:

elements,

3. As.an a;ri:l@legof;manufacture, .a:leg:covering
congsistingofia-hody,;member-in:the:form ofra split:
tube; a-plurality of horizantal;nockets.formedion.
the said body member near:ane: of;its.edges; an
elastic.strip:pasitioned: within: each, of: the. said
pockets.andiattached-atiits:rear -end: only; an:eye:
attached:to.the free.end:of -each: af the:saidelas-..
tic strips, an element of a snap fastener:retatably:
mounted-within .each-of-the said: eyes; andicom-
plementary: portions . of- the. said: snap. fastener
positioned on the other of the said edges for co~.
operative: engagement: with: the:. first: saidi snap
fastener:elements:. .

4. As.an article:
consisting.of: a:bodysmember in:the form-of ra split
tube, a.plurality. of . horizental-pockets.formed on:
the:said: body. member; near.-one.of; its: edges;- an-
elastic strip positioned within each of»the: said:
pockets and: attached: at; its: rear: end:only; an
eye-.attached to-the free.endzof-each.of thecsaid:
elastic strips and encircling a neck-formed on-
an element:of:a-snap fastener;which is.rotatably

mounted:in.each. of:said: eyes-for.roetative.move-. -
ment therein; and complementary:.portions:ofithe .

said:snap fastener.positioned on.the.other. of said:
edges for cooperative-engagement with.the first:
said snap fasténer-elements..

JACOB:HERTZBERG:

rmanufacture; a.leg.covering:
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