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To all chom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JoHN E. MAYNARD, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Plymouth, county of Grafton, State of New 

5 Hampshire, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in Footballs, of which 
the following is a specification, reference 
being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
This invention has for its object to pro 

vide a football especially adapted for use 
in playing the present open game wherein 
the ball is frequently thrown by hand in 
the play known as the “forward pass'. In 

15 the execution of this play, it is necessary 
that the ball be grasped by the end and 
quickly and accurately thrown, and in Wet 
weather, when the ball is slippery, it is 
difficult to obtain a sufficiently firm grip 

20 thereon to accomplish this successfully. In 
accordance with the present invention, a 

0 

football of conventional form is provided 
at each end with a series of roughened, cir 
cumferentially extending lines, preferably 

25 formed by stitching, whereby the player is 
enabled to grip the ball firmly without 
danger of slipping. 
The invention will best be understood 

from the following description of one form 
80 or embodiment thereof illustrated in the ac 

companying drawings, in which: : 
Fig. 1 is a plan view and Fig. 2 an end 

elevation. 
The football shown is of the usual gen 

8 erally ellipsoidal form and comprises four 
longitudinal sections or lenticular gores 10, 
preferably of pigskin or other suitable 

to grasp 

leather, sewed together at their edges along 
longitudinal seams 11 one of which is in 
terrupted intermediate its ends to provide 40 
an opening 12 for the insertion of the usual 
inflating bladder 13, which opening is closed 
by lacings 14. 

In accordance with the present invention, 
each section 10 is provided adjacent each 45 
end with transverse roughened lines prefer 
ably formed by seams of relatively coarse 
stitching 15. The lines of stitching 15 are 
preferably correspondingly located on the 
Several Sections, so as to constitute continua - 50 
tions of each other and form continuous cir 
cumferential lines on the completed football 
at the ends of the latter, and extending 
thereabout in a direction transverse to its 
major axis, thereby rendering the ball easy 56 

and enabling the same to be se 
curely held and accurately thrown even 
when wet. - 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim: - 

A football of generally ellipsoidal form 
comprising a plurality of longitudinal sec 
tions sewed together at their edges to form 
longitudinal seams, one of said seams having 
a central opening for the reception of an 
inflatable bladder, and a series of spaced 
circumferential lines of stitching disposed 
transversely to said seams at the opposite 
ends of said ball, said series extending from 
the ends of said central opening to points 
adjacent the extreme opposite ends of said 
ball. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

JOHN E. MAYNARD. 
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