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An applicator for providing a strip of hot melt adhe 
sive (32) along a continuously advancing substrate (12) 
to form a seam. Apparatus is provided having a nozzle 
(40) which includes an orifice (44) and an edge por 
tion adapted to deposit a bead of hot melt and immedi 
ately spread the bead along a tautly supported marginal 
portion of the continuously advancing (15) substrate. The 
nozzle has a predetermined angular relation with respect 
to the substrate to which the strip of hot melt is applied. 
Marginal portions (18) of the substrate are subsequently 
brought into overlapping position to form a seam. Ex 
ternal cooling means (25) may also be used for quickly 
solidifying the hot melt. 
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