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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 450,379, dated April 14, 1891. 
Application filed May 28, 1890, Serial No, 853464 (No model) 

To alluvhom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ANNAT. SINCLAIRE, a 

resident of the city of New York, county and 
State of New York, have invented an Im 
proved Letter-Box, of which the following is 
a specification, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming part hereof, 
wherein-- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved letter-box; Fig. 2, a vertical central 
section of the same on the line cc, Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3, a perspective view in detail of the vi 
brating chute or letter-receiver of the box. 
Fig. 4 is a detail central section of the upper 
part of the box, showing the same closed; and 
Fig. 5isa detail section on the linekk, Fig. 2. 
This invention relates more particularly to 

means for conveniently depositing letters, pa 
pers, &c., in letter-boxes without at the same 
time permitting the abstraction of letters al 
ready deposited; andit consists, mainly, in the 
combination of a vibrating chute or letter 
receiver with the box proper; also in other 
details of improvement that are hereinafter 
more fully described. W 

In the drawings, the letter A represents a 
letter-box of Suitable formand size. Itslower 
part contains either a draw B or a door for 
reaching the contents. 
Mymaininvention has reference to the up 

per part of the box. Here the box proper A 
has an opening a in front, which opening can 
be closed by the bottom plate of what I term 
the º vibrating chuteº orºletter-receiverº D. 
This vibrating chute orletter-receiver Disa 
structure (more clearly represented in Figs. 
2, 3, and 4) having a bottom plate b, which is 
pivoted at d to the box proper A, and from 
which bottom plate end plates e extend, said 
end plates being inturn connected by a curved 
lip or platef, which is adapted to swing un 
der the top of the box, as in Fig. 4. A suit 
able handle gis connected or attached to the 
outer portion of the bottom plateb. The in 
ner end of the shield or lip fis or may be con 
nected by a perpendicular plate h with the 
bottom plate b, allas shown. When the let 
ter-boxis closed, (see Fig. 4) the chute Dis 
in such a position, asshown in Fig. 4, that its 
bottom plate b is nearly vertical, forming a 
lid, by which the opening a in the box proper 
is closed. The handle g in this position is 

near the upper end of the upright bottom 
plate b. When a letter is to be deposited, 
the person desiring to insert it holds the han 
dle g, and thereby swings the chute D into 
the position shown in Fig. 2, in which posi 
tion the part of the bottom plate b which is 
not covered by the shield fis exposed for the 
reception and support of the letter. Fig. 2 
shows three letters placed into said chute 
while the same is open. 
ters into the chute in this manner, the per 
son doing the work now swings the chute 
backinto the position shown in Fig. 4, thereby 
causing the letters to dropinto the lower hold 
of the box A. 
Atoothed swinging rack E may be placed 

in the box A, as in Figs. 2 and 4, to prevent 
the abstraction of letters through the crevices 
between the chute and the top of the box A 
orotherwise, and as a means of additional 
protection the lip or shield f may be corru 
gated, as in Fig. 3, and, if desired, the top of 
the box may also be corrugated in like man 
ner, so that when the chute is in the position 
shown in Fig. 4 the corrugations of the chute 
and box A interlock to make a close joint. 
These interlocking corrugationsare especially 
useful in preventing any mail-matter, par 
ticularly postal-cards, from being caught be 
tween the edge of the bottom plate band the 
back of the box A and adhering to the back 
of the box. 
Having now described my invention, what I 

claim is 
1. The letter-box A, combined with the 

swingingchute D, which ispivoted in the open 
inga near the upper end of the box, said chute 
being formed of a bottom plate band of the 
lip or shield f, Said bottomplate b being so 
hung that part will always be within the box 
and the remaining part, which is on the outer 
side of the box When Open, Will act as a lidor 
cover for the opening a when the box is com 
pletely closed, as herein shown and described. 

2. The letter-box A, having front opening 
a, combined with the swinging chute D, that 
consists of a bottom plate b, and of the shield 
orlipf, and of the handle g, said shield or lip 
being without the box when open and adapted 
to enter the box above the opening when the 
same is wholly or partly closed, as herein 
shown and described, 
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3. The letter-box A, having front opening 
C, combined with the chute D, which is com 
posed of the pivoted bottom plate b and of a 
shield or lip f on the outer end of the said 
bottom plate, said bottom plate being pivoted 
in the opening a and the inner part thereof 
forminga complete partition from wall to wall 
of said box whenever the shield orlip is with 
drawn from said opening a, substantially as 
herein shown and described. 

4. The combination of the box A and the 
swinging letter - receiving chute D, having 
front shield f, with the toothed swinging rack 
E, asset forth. 

5. The combination of the chute D, formed 
of the bottom plate b, the curved lip f the 
end plates e e, and the handle g, with the box 
A, having the openinga, said chute being so 

pivoted at the lower edge of said opening that 
when the upper part thereof is swung out 
ward it forms with the casing forming the 
upper part of saidbox a receptacle, the lower 
part of said chute extending across said box, 
the upper part extending outward therefrom, 
and the plate b forming the bottom of said 
receptacle, substantially as herein shown and 
described. 

6. The swinging chute D, having corru 
gated lip or shield f and lower bottom plate 
b, combined with the boxA, havingfront open 
ing C, as and for the purpose specified. 

ANNA T. SINCLAIRE. 
Witnesses: 

HARRY M. TURK, 
' E. BOURNE. 
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