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This invention relates to improvements in 
holders, and more particularly to brush holders. 

Objects 
Among the principal objects the present in 

vention has in view are: to provide an improved 
holder for retaining a brush suspended in a ver 
tical or upright position within a container or 
the like; to provide a holder having means for 
attaching the same to the outside periphery of 
a container or the like; to present a constiuc 
tion whereby a brush or the like will not come in 
contact with the inside walls of a container or 
the like; to provide a holder having means 
whereby a brush or the like Will be held in up 
right position and Spaced a relative distance 
from the inside wall of a container or the like; 
to provide a holder having means for securely 
gripping a part of a container or the like; to 
provide a removable holder adapted for attach 
ment to a container or the like of various sizes 
and diameters; to provide a holder having re 
silient means for securely gripping the outside 
wall of a container or the like; to provide a 
holder of simple construction and adaptable for 
attachment to containers having Openings Cf 
varying constructions; to secure simplicity of 
construction and operation; and to provide other 
advantages and results as may be brought Out in 
the following description. 

Drd Ding 
Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of a con 

tainer or the like to which a holder With a brush 
is attached; 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of Our improved 
holder; 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the holder; 
Figure 4 is an outside elevation of the holder 

showing a modified construction; 
Figure 4A is a sectional view of the holder 

taken on line 4A-4A Of Figure 4; 
Figure 5 is a similar sectional view of a further 

modified construction of holder; and 
Figure 6 is a similar view of a still further 

modified construction of holder and shown as 
attached to a container embodying a different 
construction than that of Figure 1. 

Description 
Heretofore many disadvantages have been en 

countered in the handling of paint brushes when 
shifting a can of paint from place to place and 
the disposition of brushes when not in use. 
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expensive and lack of proper handling has short 
ened the life of the brushes. It is well known 
that securing of brushes to a container or the 
like in the present day practice has not been ac 
complished with any success, since the brushes 
are not retained in the containers having paint, 
in an upright position, or free of contact with 
the walls of such containers. These mentioned 
disadvantages and others not only have caused 
the bristles to curl, as well as resulting in distor 
tion of the same, that regardless of Saturating 
them in turps or other paint removers, the life 
and use of such brushes has resulted in destroy 
ing it long before it is usually necessary to dis 
card a brush. It is to overcome these difficul 
ties and disadvantages that the present inven 
tion is directed, and we have found it to be very 
advantageous to the longevity of the brush and 
at the same time convenient to a user to be en 
abled to have the brush in readiness for use at 
all times. 

Referring now more particularly to the several 
figures of the drawing, there are illustrated in 
Figures i and 6 standard types of paint contain 
ers or the like, 10 and f frespectively, and such 
as are in present day use. However, it is to be 
understood the showings of such containers are 
merely illustrative, as other types of containers 
likewise may be used in the application of the 
invention. 
The top of container 9 illustrated in Figure 1. 

may be defined generally as one wherein one or 
more circumferential beads 2 are provided next 
the top or Open edge of the container. One form 
of holder for utilization with type of container 
O is illustrated in Figures 1 to 3 inclusive. As 

there shown, the holder comprises a suitabie 
bent or formed piece of strip metal having both 
adequate strength and resiliency for the use for 
which it is employed. The strip is bent so as to 
provide a clip portion for resilient and gripping 
attachment to the container and provides a 
bracket portion on which the paint brush 3 may 
be definitely supported when not in use. The 
clip portion of the bracket is formed by bending 
two parts of the strip into parallel or flatwise 
contiguous association, this bending providing an 
outside end portion 4 which in use will be situ 
ated vertically at the Outside of the wall of the 
container. At the upper end of this outside clip 
portion 4 is a reverting bend 5 by which the 
next portion of the strip returns to parallel and 
contiguous relationship to the outside portion 4, 
and constitutes an inside clip portion 6. At the 

Furthermore, the better grade of brushes are 55 lower end of this inside clip portion, the metal is 



2 
bent inwardly at right angles, as at 7, to form a 
horizontal or transverse arm 8 for the bracket 
portion of the holder. The metal is again bent, 
this portion upwardly at 9, to provide an up 
standing bracket arm 20 parallel to but spaced 
inwardly, from the inside clip portion 6. 

Preferably, the outside clip portion 4 has a 
length greater than the inside clip portion f6, 
thereby making it more convenient for the user 
to apply the holder to the edge of a container 
and force the holder downwardly home upon the 
container Wall. The reverting bend 5 is prefer 
ably of an enlarged character so as to accommo 
date the aforementioned usual bead 2 on the 
edge of the container. For use with containers 
having more than One bead, the Outside and in 
side clip portions 4 and 6 may have other ar 
cuate bends 2, 22 respectively to accommodate 
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Such bead. The resiliency and the shape of the 
metal of the holder is preferably such that the 
inside and outside clip portions normally press 
toward each other, and therefore, when slid onto 
a container wall will resiliently grip that Wall 
and retain the holder in place on the container. 
The transverse bracket arm may be made of any 
suitable length and preferably is long enough to 
entirely space the brush from the container Wall 
and yet short enough so the holder Will be usable 
in various sizes of containers. Likewise, the Said 
transverse bracket is only a short distance below 
the upper reverting bend 5 of the clip portion. So 
that a brush supported by the holder will be 
spaced Well above the bottom of the container 
and thus assure that the bristles of the brush 
Will hang freely and not be bent by engagement 
With the bottom of the container. 
Support of the brush 3 on the holder may be 

conveniently obtained by providing a converg 
ing slit 23 in the upper edge of the upright 
bracket arm. 20, said slit preferably extending 
downwardly from the upper edge of said bracket 
arm. The nail or other headed means 24 may 
be provided in the side of the brush handle fer 
rule, the head of said nail being spaced from 
the handle to permit the shank of the nail to be 
introduced into said slit 23 of the holder. If so 
desired, the upper or lip edge of the bracket arm 
20 may be slightly curled toward the clip por 
tion of the holder as shown in Figure 1. How 
ever, this curling is a matter of choice and, if 
preferred, the curling may be omitted as illus 
trated in Figure 5. The container can be car 
ried around With the brush supported as illus 
trated and may be left suspended in the paint 
Or other fluid in the container without becoming 
distorted or otherwise damaged. The holder is 
firmly rooted, and yet, when desirable to remove 
it for applying to another container it can be 
readily slid from place by exertion of appropriate. 
upWardly pressure thereon. 

In Figures 4 and 4A, a modified construction 
of holder is illustrated wherein outside clip por 
tion A' is spaced from the inside clip portion f6' 
in parallel relation thereto when not applied to 
a container. The gripping action is obtained by 
stamping a resilient tongue 25 from one of the 
clip portions, for instance at a mid-portion of 
outside clip A'. This resilient tongue is curved 
longitudinally in Ward toward the other clip por 
tion and this resilient pressure against the coin 
tainer will obtain the desired gripping of the 
holder in place upon the container. In other 
respects, the holders of Figures 4 and 4A are as 
described above, providing a reverting bend 5. 
a botton end fl' having a horizontal portion 8 
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2,291,343 
of a bracket with a second bend 9' to obtain the 
vertical or upstanding portion. 20' of the bracket, 
which as before, has a vertical nail receiving ta 
pered slot 9' and again shown. With the lip por 
tion adjacent the slot slightly curled. This con 
struction of Figure 4 likewise provides the addi 
tional outward bends 2, 22 for accommodat 
ing an extra bead on the container. 

It is to be understood in event the holder is to 
be used on containers not having a second bead, 
the outward bend just mentioned may be omit 
ted, as shown in Figure 5. There again the 
outer and inner portions ?a' and 6' of the 
clip are shown Substantially parallel and pro 
vided with a resilient tongue 25' for obtaining 
the gripping engagement of the container. In 
this instance, also the lower end of the inner clip 
portion 6' is bent at right angles as at 7' to 
form the transverse bracket 8' which is again 
bent at 9' to form the upstanding bracket arm 
20'. The upper end of this bracket arm 2', as 
before, has an upstanding open tapering slit 23' 
for receiving the headed means or nail protrud 
ing from the brush. 
For use With types of containers as shown 

in Figure 6, wherein the upper open edge of the 
container flanges in Wardly, the holder is con 
structed to have its outer and inner clip portions 
26, 27 respectively, spaced far enough apart to 
permit introduction of the flanged edge of the 
container therebetween with slight flexing so as 
to obtain a gripping action upon the container. 
For purposes Of obtaining the deflection and 
gripping action, the upper inner bend 28 of the 
clip portion is appropriately rounded and shaped 
to take OVer the in Wardly directed flange 29 of 
the container. The inner gripping portion 27 
extends downwardly as before, and is bent at 
right angles as at 30, to provide a horizontal 
bracket arm 3 which is again bent at right an 
gles at 32 to provide an upstanding bracket arm 
33. The upper edge of this bracket arm is pro 
vided With a downwardly extending tapered slot 
34 to receive nail or headed means 26 on brush 
3 as heretofore described. 
Obviously detail changes and modifications 

may be made in the construction and use of our 
improved holder Without departing from the 
Spirit and scope of the invention as defined by 
the following claims when construed in the light 
of the prior art. 
We claim: - 
1. A holder of the character described com 

prising a plurality of substantially parallel por 
tions of Which a pair of said portions cooperate 
to comprise a clip for securing the holder on the 
brim of a can or the like, and another of said 
portions is spaced inwardly from said pair and 
is provided With permanently open and up 
Wardly directed receiving means into which a 
part of an article to be supported may gravitate 
and from which said article may be freely lifted. 

2. A holder of the character described com 
prising two U-shaped portions of which one is 
inverted with respect to the other and said por 
tions each having one leg of the U-shape con 
stituting a leg of the other U-shape thereby ob 
taining but tWO ends of which one end is di 
rected upwardly and the other downwardly in 
use, the upwardly directed end having means for 
receiving and supporting an article part resting 
thereon by which said article may be freely sus 
pended from said holder. . . . . . . . . 
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