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This invention relates generally to container supports 
and more specifically to a rack for supporting garbage 
cans in upright position. - 

Various supports for containers such as garbage cans 
or the like have been devised and made available for use. 
However, these prior devices have proved to be generally 
unsatisfactory in that they do not provide means for re 
taining the cans in the support nor do they prevent the 
top from being either accidentally or purposely knocked 
off the can while it is in the support. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a supporting rack for trash cans, garbage cans 
or the like in which the cans may be maintained in up 
right position and secured in place and which minimizes 
the likelihood and the danger of the can top being 
knocked off. - 

It is another object of the instant invention to pro 
vide a container support which holds the container se 
cured in upright position and which is in turn fastened 
to the ground. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide a container support which is light of weight, 
sturdy of construction and economical to manufacture. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a container support having novel container locking means 
therein for releasably locking the container in the sup 
port. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the support com 

prising the present invention with a container such as a 
garbage can in place therein; 
FIGURE 2 is an elevational view of the container Sup 

port comprising the present invention; 
FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of the container support; 

and 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged horizontal sectional view 

taken substantially on the plane of the line 4-4 of FIG 
URE. 2. 

Referring now and more specifically to the drawings 
and particularly to FIGURE 1, reference numeral 10 des 
ignates the container support of the present invention. 
The container support 10 comprises a plurality of ring 
members, including the top ring 12, intermediate ring 
14 and bottom ring 16. These rings are generally circu 
lar and preferably manufactured of aluminum pipe or any 
other lightweight yet substantially sturdy material. 
As illustrated in FIGURES 1 and 3, the three rings 

12, 14 and 16 are maintained in generally concentric re 
lationship each to the other by the legs 18, 20, 22 and 24, 
which legs are connected to the rings at generally equally 
spaced points about the periphery thereof. These legs 
are also preferably constructed of aluminum pipe mate 
rial or the like in order to make the container support 
lightweight in construction, yet rigid and durable. 
The rings 12, 14 and 16 each have depressed portions 

26 in the inner walls thereof at equally spaced intervals 
thereabout to receive the coacting legs 18, 20, 22 and 24. 
Thus, by viewing FIGURE 4 it may be seen that the de 
pressed portions 26 conformingly correspond to the outer 
cylindrical configuration of the legs thereby providing a 
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tight recessed fit for the legs against the rings. The legs 
are fastened to the rings by aluminum rivets 28, which 
rivets extend through the rings at each depressed portion 
26 and through the legs in order to securely fasten the 
legs to the rings. The rivets 28 include outer rounded 
heads 30 and inner flattened heads 32 for retaining the 
legs against the rings. The rounded heads 30 provide a 
Smooth surface and thereby prevent the possibility of in 
jury due to scraping against the protruding rivets. The 
heads 32 are flattened to limit the protrusion thereof to 
ward the inside of the support, and provide a flat, smooth 
contact surface for the garbage can or container when it 
is placed in the support. 
The rings 12, 14 and 16 are of decreasing diameter, 

the bottom ring 16 being the smallest in diameter. Thus, 
it is apparent that the container support 10 is substantial 
ly in the configuration of an inverted truncated cone with 
the smaller diameter ring at the bottom. This configura 
tion is especially adapted to receive a garbage can such 
as garbage can 34 which is tapered downwardly from a 
larger diameter top portion to a smaller diameter bottom 
portion. Thus, by viewing FIGURE 1 it may be appre 
ciated that the garbage can 34, when placed in a con 
tainer support 10, slides downwardly through and into 
the support until it reaches a point where the diameter 
of the can is equal to the diameter of the support, at which 
point further movement of the can downwardly in the 
support will be stopped. The flattened head portions 32 
of rivets 28 provide a contact surface for the can in its 
at rest position in the support. 
The support 10 is further designed so that a can 34, 

when in its lowermost or supported position in the support, 
will have its top positioned somewhat below the upper por 
tions 36 of the legs. Referring again to FIGURE 1, it 
will be seen that the can 34 has a removable top 38 
including a handle portion 40. The legs 18, 20, 22 and 
24 of the container support 10 each has the aforemen 
tioned projecting portion 36 extending above the top ring 
12 a limited distance, and hence when the can is in 
place in the support the top 38 may be removed only 
by lifting it vertically off the can 34 by the handle 40. 
It is therefore apparent that the top 38 may not be ac 
cidentally knocked off of the can 34 when it is in posi 
tion in the container support. However, insofar as the 
legs of the support are divergent upwardly, there is ade 
quate room for the top 38 to be lifted upwardly off of 
the can. 

Referring now to FIGURES 1 and 3, it may be seen 
that the top ring 12 embodies substantially U-shaped 
outwardly projecting integral portions or ears 42 and 44. 
These ear portions are formed in diametrically opposed 
portions of the top ring 12, so as to aptly accommodate 
the opposed side handles 46 of the can 34. Thus, it will 
be appreciated that the can 34 may be positioned tele 
scopingly in the container support 10 only when handles 
46 are aligned with ears 42 and 44 inasumch as the diam 
eter of the top ring 12 is otherwise too small to allow the 
handles 46 to bypass the ring. After the can 34 is 
moved downwardly into the container support 10, with 
handles 46 passing through the projecting ears, the can 
34 may be rotated in the support until the handles 46 
engage the legs adjacent the ears. At this time, the can 
is firmly lodged in the container support and cannot be 
moved upwardly out of the support unless the can is 
rotated back so that handles 46 are in alignment with 
the ears 42 and 44. That is to say, once the can is 
positioned in the support and properly rotated therein, 
the can cannot be lifted straight out of the support but 
must be first rotated back to its original freely insertable 
position. 

It will be further seen that the legs 18, 20, 22 and 24 
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include lower end portions 48 formed either by cutting 
off the legs at a substantial angle or by flattening the 
ends. These pointed end portions 48 allow the container 
support 10 to be driven downwardly into the ground 
until the bottom ring 16 rests against the ground. This 
will allow the container support 10 to be anchored in 
the ground, and the garbage can 34 when placed in the 
container support to rest substantially against the ground 
thereby obviating the possibility of animals pushing it up 
wardly out of the support. Of course, it is also possible 
to design the container support so that the rings 12, 14 
and 16 are of such diameter that the can 34 is merely 
positioned therein and resting on the ground rather than 
being supported by the legs of the Support as mentioned 
above. As will be apparent, a major feature of this 
invention is that the garbage can 34 when wholly posi 
tioned within the encompassing confines of support 10 
and has its top substantially coplanar with the top ring 
12, thereby eliminating the possibility of the can top 
38 being knocked off the can, and therefore it is im 
material whether the can rests on the ground or is sup 
ported by the legs. However, if it is contemplated that 
relatively heavy material will be contained within the 
can 34, it may be more practical from a standpoint of 
wear and tear on the support 10 for the can to rest on 
the ground rather than lodge itself within the support. 

In order to seal the top of the legs, and in order to 
provide protection from the rough sharp edges of the 
leg tops, caps 50 of plastic or other durable semi-rigid 
material are provided suitably fitted over the tops of the 
legs. These caps 50 are preferably of such internal diam 
eter that they may be tightly seated and secured on 
the legs. 
The foregoing is considered is illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. - 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A container support for a lidded garbage can or the 

like having laterally projecting handles comprising an 
openwork frame structure characterized by a plurality 
of generally circular rings, said rings being horizontally 
disposed and vertically spaced, decreasing in diameter 
from the top ring to the bottom ring, and having a com 
mon vertical axis, a plurality of substantially vertical 
legs disposed within said rings, each of said legs being 
fastened to the inner peripheral surfaces of each of said 
rings, said legs including downwardly convergent longi 
tudinal inner surfaces providing can contacting and sup 
porting surfaces for a readily insertable and removable 
garbage can, a pair of diametrically opposed outwardly 
projecting ear means embodied in the uppermost one of 
said rings defining a pair of inwardly opening recesses 
therein spaced between adjacent pairs of said legs, said 
recesses being adapted to comprise the only portion of said 
uppermost ring providing sufficient clearance for the la 
terally projecting handles of the can which is to be posi 
tioned in said frame structure, whereby a can positioned in 
said support with its handles disposed below said upper 
most ring and rotated sufficiently will be effectively held 
against displacement from said support. 
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4. 
2. In combination, an enclosing, supporting and stay 

put rack comprising: a horizontal bottom ring of a pre 
determined inside and outside diameter, a complemental 
vertically spaced top ring in a plane horizontally above 
said bottom ring and in alignment therewith and of a 
diameter greater than the diameter of said bottom ring, 
and a third intermediate as well as a companion ring 
located between said top and bottom rings and spaced 
therefrom and of a prescribed inside and outside diam 
eter proportional and relative to said top and bottom 
rings, all of said rings having correspondingly constructed 
interior peripheral Surfaces, each peripheral surface pro 
vided with circumferentially spaced indentations provid 
ing leg accommodating seats, a plurality of equidistant 
circumferentially spaced vertical legs, said legs being 
situated within the inner peripheral confines of the respec 
tive rings and the outer surface portions of said legs 
being nested in their respectively cooperating seats and 
being removably bolted in place in said seats, the cross 
section of said legs being such that the inner half-por 
tions of the respective legs project radially inwardly of 
the adjacent encompassing peripheral surfaces of the re 
spective rings, whereby to provide circumferentially 
spaced support surfaces for abutting exterior faces of 
the body of said garbage can, said upper ring being pro 
vided at diametrically opposite sides with a pair of out 
standing substantially U-shaped bends which serve not 
only as handgrips but also as clearance and bypassing ears 
for handles such as are commonly provided on dia 
metrically opposite sides of a garbage can. 

3. The structure defined in claim 2 and, in combina 
tion, a garbage can of an overall depth and height ap 
proximately the same as the depth and height of said 
rack, said garbage can having a body portion fitted tele 
scopingly into the rack and having portions thereof re 
siding in contact with the supporting surfaces of said 
legs, said garbage can being provided at its top with an 
attachable and detachable lid having a handle, said lid 
being substantially coplanar with the upper surface por 
tion of said upper ring, upper end portions of said legs 
projecting slightly above the level of the top of said lid, 
the upper diametrically opposite side portions of the 
body of said can being provided with handgrips, and 
said handgrips being adapted to pass freely through the 
clearance spaces provided by said ears, said handgrips 
being purposely disaligned with the ears to guard against 
unauthorized displacement of said can. 
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