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FOLDABLE LUGGAGE BAG
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Filed Sept. 3, 1963, Ser. No. 306,203
9 Claims. (Cl. 190—43)

This invention relates to luggage bags, and more par-
ticularly concerns luggage bags of the sectionalized,
folding type.

Luggage bags of varying constructional details have
been provided but all have a common emphasis on the
details thereof which relate to suspending and carrying
full length garments such as coats, suits, dresses and the
like. Minor consideration is given to provisions for carry-
ing smaller itéms of apparel such as shirts, shoes and the
like.

Accordingly, an object of this invention is to provide
an improved luggage bag having constructional details
which permit the same to carry a number of suits, together
with an inner compartment construction which allows
for the carriage of a substantial quantity of smaller items
of wearing apparel including shirts, shoes and the like.

Ancther object of this invention is to provide in a
luggage bag an improved compartment arrangement on
one foldable section thereof wherein the compartment is
formed of flexible walls which allow for automatic adjust-
ment of the depth of the compartment in accordance with
the bulk of the contents thereof when the bag sections
are in opposed foldéd relation to each other.

A further object of this invention is to provide in a’

foldable luggage bag having sections thereof longitudinally
related to each other when the bag is in its open, unfolded
condition, a garment holding compartment on one of
the sections; such compartment being of a walled char-
acter and of substantial depth so as to maximize the
capacity thereof yet lending itself to a reduction in depth
when the bulk of the contents of the compartment is less
than the maximum- capacity thereof; the compartment
including structural details which facilitate access to the
compartment for inserting or removing items therefrom.

Still another object of this invention is to provide an
improved luggage bag of the folding section type, which
in its closed condition presents an attractive appearance
which is suggestive of the more conventional, non-folding
types of luggage.

Yet a further object of this invention is to provide
in a luggage bag of the sectionalized folding type, a
walled compartment on one section thereof formed of
flexible material and including a flexible transparent wall
portion which leaves the contents of the compartment
visible as soon as the bag is opened to its extended condi-
tion; said wall portion being arranged to provide quick
acting means for opening the compartment to gain ready
access to the contents thereof or to insert articles therein.

Other objects of this invention will in part be obvious
and in part hereinafter pointed out.

In the drawing, FIG. 1 is a plan view of a luggage bag
embodying the invention, in its open extended condition,
and with parts broken away;

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view thereof when the
bag is in its closed, folded condition;

FIG. 3 is an end view thereof;

FIG. 4 is a partial bottom plan view theréof;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5—5 of
FI1G.7;
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FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken on the line 6—6 of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is an end elevational view of a portion of the
compartment thereof looking at the lower left side por-
tion of FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is an end view of a hook suspending portion of
the bag;

FIG. 9 is an elevational view thereof; and

FIG. 10 is a partial plan view of the top of said luggage
bag.

Essentially the luggage bag of the instant invention
comprises a pair of sections foldable toward each other
about a transversely disposed median line; one of the
sections including means for suspending garments such
as suits or the like from the end wall thereof; the other
section having a walled compartment upstanding from
its inner surface for carrying shirts or the like, the wall
being formed of flexible material to allow the compart-
ment to flexibly adjust to its fotal contents at any given
time.

Thus, as shown in the drawings, and particularly FIG.
1 thereof, 10 designates a foldable luggage bag embody-
ing the invention. As indicated in FIG. 1, such bag 19
is shown in its open, extended condition and comprising
a garment suspending section 11, at one end thereof
and a compartment section 12 at the other end thereof.
Sections 11, 12 are connected by an intermediate medial
fold section 13.

The garment suspending section 11 comprises an inner
flat wall 14 with a U shaped wall portion 15 upstanding
from side edges 14A and end edge 14B of wall 14. The
wall portion 15 comprises a pair of parallel portions
16 with semi-circular end edges 16A which provide the
opposite end walls of the bag 10 in its folded closed
condition, see FIG. 3. Walls 16 are connected by wall
17 which forms the bottom wall of the bag in its folded
closed condition, see FIG. 4.

The compartment section 12 is foldable about inter-
mediate section 13 into opposed relation to wall 14 and
spaced therefrom by wall portions 16. A pair of slide
fastener closure elements 18 are provided to erigage slide
fastener elements catried on tapes secured to edge por-
tions 19, 20 and 21 of the compartment section 12 and
to edge portions 22 on the semi-circular ends 16A of walls
16 and to edge portions 23, 24 and 25 of wall portions
16 and 17; thus retaining sections 11 and 12 in closed
relation yet allowing for rapid separation and opening
of the sections to their extended position shown in FIG. 1.

The slide fastener elements on their tapes for securing
sections 11, 12 start at a point 26 which corresponds to
the juncture of the semicircular wall poitions 16A with
the wall 13 of section 11, as indicated in FIG. 3.

The compartment section 12 comprises a flat bag wall
27 defined by edges 19, 20 and 21 with a flexible, walled
compartment 28 of rectangular shape upstanding from
wall 27. Compartment 28 comprises a flexible bottom
wall 29 overlying wall 27; parallel side walls 30, 31 and
parallel end wall 32 of flexible material upstanding from
wall 29. The walls 30-32 are formed of doubled layers
of flexible plastic sheeting; the bottom wall 29 being
formed of a single thickness of plastic sheeting.

The compartment 28 further includes a flexible, trans-
parent plastic top wall 34 which is stitched along the outer
side edge thereof to the upper edge of side wall 31, while
the end edges and inner side edge of top wall 34 are
connected to corresponding top edge portions of compart-
ment walls 30, 32 by slide fastener closure means indicated
at 35" connecting zipper closure elements 35 on a lower
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tape 35A stitched to the top edges of walls 30, 32 and
zipper closure elements 35 on an upper tape 35B stitched
to corresponding edge portions of top wall 34. Thus,
slidable closure means 35 starts at point A on the left
hand end wall 32, looking at FIG. 1, moves along said
left hand end wall 32, about side wall 30 and along the
right hand end wall 32 to a point therein corresponding
to said point A, to detachably connect partially top wall
34 along edges thereof to the top edges of wall 30 and
walls 32,

The bottom. wall 29 of compartment 28 is stitched
along its outer side edge and end edges to bag wall 27,
leaving the opposed surfaces of walls 27, 29 in unattached
relation, thus providing a flat compartment 36 there-
between which is accessible along edge 37 of wall 29.
A flat reinforcing bar 38 is disposed along edge 37 of
wall 29 extending at the opposite ends thereof to the
opposite side edge portions of fold section 13, see FIG. 1,
being enclosed in a pocket formed by a strip 39 stitched
to the underside of wall 29 along the side edges of said
strip 39, FIG. 6.

The reinforcing bar 38 stiffens the bag 10 transversely
along the compartment section 12 thereof while forming
a frame element at the longitudinal opening to compart-
ment 36.

The inner walls 14 and 27 of bag sections 11, 12, as
well as the inner wall 13A of intermediate section 13 are
formed of plastic sheeting which is laminated to an outer
wall 40 formed of a suitable wear resisting material such
as a pile fabric or the like; said outer wall 40 presenting
the outer exposed surfaces of bag sectlons 11, 12 and 13
as well as end walls 16.

A flat reinforcing bar 41 is located between wall por-
tion 13A of fold section 13 and outer wall 40, being re-
tained in place by parallel stitch lines 42 which form
a pocket to receive said bar 41. Wall portion 13A forms
the top wall of bag 10 when sections 11, 12 are in their
folded opposed condition and rivet means 43 extends
through said wall portion 13A, wall 40 and bar 41
to provide means for securing looped elements 44 against
an outer reinforcing strip 45 stitched to the outer surface
46 of wall 40 at fold section 13. Handle means 47 having
looped ends are mounted in the looped. elements 44.
Additional reinforcing strips 48 are stitched to the outer
surface of wall portion 46 at the opposite ends thereof.

The end walls. 16 and bottom wall 17 are formed of
plastic sheeting laminated to outer wall 40A of a material
similar to that of outer wall 40. The bottom wall 17,
which provides means for suspending the bag 10 in its
open, unfolded condition, is doubled in thickness as at
50 to reinforce the same and to allow for the mounting
thereon of a slotted, tubular hanger suspension bar 51
by rivet means 52.

The bar 51 is ‘formed with an elongated slot 54 which
communicates with the bore of tubular bar 51 and extends
at one end thereof to a point short of one end of bar 51.
Hangers 55 for suits or the like, are removably mounted
on bar 51 by means of a swivel hook 56 on the hangers
55, which hook 56 includes a stem portion 57 with an
enlarged head 58 on the terminal end of stem portion 57.
The bar 51 is provided at its outer end and at the rear
thereof with a slightly enlarged opening 59 which com-
municates with slot 54 whereby the head 58 on stem por-
tion 57 may be moved into the bore of bar 51 by way of
opening 59 -to allow the stem portion 57 to slide in slot 54
for engaging the hangers 55 from bar 51. Upon reversing
the sliding movement of stem portion 57 in slot 54 of
bar 51, the hangers 55 may be disengaged from bar 51.

It will be apparent that hangers 55 may be suspended
on bar 51 but may be quickly removed therefrom, as
desired, the swivel hooks 56 then being turned to allow
the hangers 55 10 be used in a conventional manner; yet
permitting the same hangers 55 to have their swivel hooks
turned inwardly, as shown in FIG. 1 when said hangers
55 are mounted on bar 51.
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Screws, not shown, pass through the doubled thickness
of walls 17, 5¢ and outer wall portion 40A to secure in
place metal footing members 60. The walls 17, 50 also
carry on their outer surface on a mid portion thereof
an articulated hook member 61 anchored at 62 for sus-
pending the bag 10 in its open, extended condition, in
a well known manner. A flexible locking flap 63 secured
at one end along an edge portion of wall 17 and with a
lock fastener element 64 at the free end thereof, overlies
the suspending hook 61 and fastener element 64 may be
received in a keeper member 65 secured in place on the
outer surface of wall 4¢ adjacent edge 20, see FIGS. 24,

The bag 10 is further reinforced by a flat bar 66 extend-
ing over the outer surface of wall 14 and disposed parallel
to reinforcing bar 38; said bar 66 being secured in place
by rivets 67 at the opposite ends thereof.

Garments suspended within bag 10 on hangers 55
are folded about a fold bar 68 when the bag sections 11,
12 are folded toward each other. Fold bar 68 formed
of wood or the like, is located over concealed reinforcing
bar 41 and is formed at its opposite ends with transverse
slots 69 to pass the free ends of strap members 70, 71
therethrough. The strap members 70, 71 are anchored
at their respective inner ends by rivets 72 passing through
the reinforcing bar 41. The terminal ends of strap mem-
bers 79, 71 are interconnected by buckle means 73 over
the mid portion of fold bar 68.

The peripheral edges of the bag sections 11, 12 as well
as the fold section 13 are reinforced by a plastic beading
75 located along the edges of the outer wall covering
40 and a beading 76 located adjacent the slide fastener
tapes at edges 19-25 of the several bag sections; such
beadings being stitched in place as indicated in FIG. 7.

Suits of clothes, not shown, are adapted to be hung on
hangers 55 which are suspended by their hooks 56 on
bar 51, while the bag 10 is in its open, extended condition.
The fold bar 68 is placed over the topmost suit and strap
members 70, 71 adjusted to dispose bar 68 in close engage-
ment with the suits; the buckle means 73 retaining the
strap members in connected relation.

The lower portions of the suits, which now overlie
the compartment 28, are folded forwardly about fold bar
68 into bag section 11. The compartment 28 may be
filled with shirts or the like through the opening formed
when slide fastener closure means 35 is operated to dis-
engage the top wall 34 from side and end walls 30, 32.
The closure means 35 is then operated-to close compart-
ment 28.

The bag section 12 is then folded about fold section 13
toward bag section 11 and slide fasteners 18 are then
operated to retain said sections 11, 12 in folded, opposed
relation. The flexible walls of compartment 28 permit
said compartment to accommodate itself automatically
to the bulk of its contents and to the adjacent folded
suits in section 11.

When closure members 18 are brought together,  as
indicated in FIG. 4, the flap 63 may then be manipulated
to bring latch means 64 into locked engagement with
keeper means 65; the flap 63 then covering the dual
slide fasteners 18, and also covering the articulated sus-
pending hook 61, which is retained in place on wall 17
by a strap member 61A whose free end is removably
engaged with a stud 61B.

When bag 10 is opened, the reverse operations. take
place, . exposing the suspending hook - 61 and allowing
the sections 11, 12 to be unfolded, when the slide fasteners
18 have been manipulated to separate the interconnected
sections 11, 12, 13. With sections 11, 12 in opened,
extended condition, compartment 28 is readily accessible
and its contents may be viewed through the transparent
top wall 34 for selection or the like.

As various changes might be made in the embodiment
of the invention herein disclosed without departing from
the spirit thereof, it is understood that all matter herein
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shown or described shall be deemed illustrative and
not limiting except as set forth in the appended claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A foldable, flexible walled luggage bag comprising
in the open, extended condition thereof, a longitudinally

extending flexible wall, said wall including a garment '

holding section at one end thereof, a compartment sec-
tion at the other end thereof, and a transversely extending
fold section connecting said garment holding and com-
partment sections, A U shaped wall member having an
end and parallel side portions respectively upstanding
from corresponding edge portions at one end of said
flexible wall and the side edges extending therefrom, the
free ends of the parallel side portions of said U shaped
wall member extending to one side of said fold section,
flexible compartment means on the compartment section
of said wall, said compartment means comprising parallel
side walls and parallel end walls, the inner side wall of
said compartment means being located adjacent the other
side of said fold section, the outer side wall of said com-
partment means upstanding from the other end edge of
said flexible wall and the end walls of said compartment
means respectively upstanding from the ‘side edges of
said compartment section, and a flexible transparent top
wall connecting the top edge portions of the side and
end walls of said compartment means, and slide fastener
closure means connecting the inner side edge and the
end edges of said top wall with the adjacent edge por-
tions of the inner side wall and end walls of said com-
partment means.

2. A foldable Juggage bag as in claim 1 wherein said
compartment section is foldable toward said garment
carrying section with the compartment means receivable
within the U-shaped wall member on said garment hold-
ing section, and slide fastener closure means intercon-
necting the end edges and outer side edge of said com-
partment section and the end edge portions of said fold
section to the end edges and outer side edge of said U
shaped wall member.

3. A foldable luggage bag as in claim 2 wherein said
compartment means includes a bottom wall overlying
the compartment section of said longitudinally extending
wall, the outer side and end edges substantially coin-
cident with the corresponding edges of said compartment
section wall portion and secured thereto, whereby to pro-
vide a flat compartment defined by the opposed compart-
ment bottom wall and said compartment section wall
portion, said flat. compartment being accessible from
the inner side edge of said bottom wall.

4. A foldable luggage bag comprising in the open, ex-
tended condition thereof, a continuous, longitudinally
extending substantially rectangular flexible wall, said flex-
ible wall comprising in longitudinal succession a garment
holding section, a fold section and a compartment sec-
tion, said garment holding and compartment sections
being foldable about said fold section into opposed rela-
tion, a U shaped wall member having an end wall por-
tion and parallel side wall portions, the bottom edges of
the wall portions of said U shaped wall member being
secured to corresponding edge portions of said garment
holding section wall portion, said U shaped wall mem-
ber providing the bottom and end walls of said luggage
bag in the folded, closed condition thereof, a flexible
walled compartment on the compartment section of said
longitudinally extending wall, said compartment includ-
ing upstanding parallel side walls and parallel end walls,
a top wall and a bottom wall, said compartment side and
end walls being of substantial depth and projecting into
the garment holding portion of said bag defined by said
U shaped member and the garment holding section of
said longitudinal flexible wall when said bag is in its
folded, closed condition, the flexible side and end walls
of said compartment being reducible in depth to conform
to the bulk of the contents of said compartment.
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5. A luggage bag as in claim 4 wherein said top wall
of the compartment is of flexible, transparent plastic to
allow for viewing the contents of said compartment, and
slide fastener closure means conmecting side and end edge
portions of said top wall to corresponding upper side
and end edge portions of one side wall and both end
walls of said compartment, whereby to readily open and
close said compartment to allow for quick insertion or
removal of the contents of said compartment.

6. A foldable luggage bag construction comprising in
its open, extended condition, a continuous, elongated wall
having opposite end edges and opposite side edges with
a garment hanging section at one end thereof, a com-
partment carrying section at the other end thereof and
a transversely extending, narrow, medially located fold
section between said garment hanging and compartment
carrying sections, an inverted U shaped wall member
upstanding from the garment hanging section of said
continuous wall and having parallel wall portions secured
at the bottom edges thereof to the side edge portions of
said garment hanging section and an end wall portion
interconnecting said parallel wall portions and secured
at the bottom edge thereof to one end edge of said con-
tinuous wall, the free ends of the parallel wall portions
of said inverted U shaped wall member being located
adjacent one side. of said fold section, a flexible, col-
lapsible compartment upstanding from the compartment
carrying section of said continuous wall, said compart-
ment comprising flexible opposed side and opposed end
walls and a flexible, transparent top wall fixedly con-
nected along at least one edge thereof to opposed top
edges of said side and end walls and detachably connected
along other edges thereof to opposed top edges of said
side and end walls, the side walls of said compartment
being parallel to the end edges of said continuous wall,
the outer side wall of said compartment being located
adjacent the other end edge of said continuous wall, the
inner side wall of said compartment being located ad-
jacent the other side of said fold section, said compart-
ment carrying section being foldable about said fold
section toward the garment hanging section to locate the

" opposite end walls and the outer side wall of said com-
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partment adjacent and inwardly of the respective wall
portions of said inverted U shaped wall member, and
slide fastener means for detachably interconnecting op-
posed edge portions of the compartment carrying sec-
tion. and fold section of said continuous wall and the
top and free end edge portions of said inverted U shaped
wall member.

7. A luggage bag as in claim 6, wherein said compart-
ment further includes a bottom wall overlying the com-
partment carrying section of said continuous wall, the
bottom edges of the side and end walls of the compart-
ment being connected to the corresponding edges of
said bottom wall, the inner side edge of said compart-
ment bottom wall being unsecured to the compartment
carrying section of said continuous wall whereby to pro-
vide a flat compartment therebetween which opens to-
ward said fold section.

8. A luggage bag as in claim 7 and further including
a thin reinforcing bar mounted on the underside of said
compartment bottom wall along the inner side edge there-
of, said bar extending at the opposite ends thereof to
side edge portions of the compartment carrying section
of said continuous wall.

9. A luggage bag as in claim 6 and further including
a flat reinforcing bar mounted on said fold section and
extending the opposite ends thereof to the side edge por-
tions of said fold section, handle means on the outer
side of said fold section, and anchor means for the op-
posite ends of said handle means fixed to longitudinally
spaced portions of said reinforcing bar.

(References on following page)
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