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1

This' invention relates to improvements in a
method and means for packaging: sheet material
and particularly to packaging relatively :small

~sheets.

The packaging of sheet material in:rolls” by
rolling the material either on itsell or on-a core
is relatively well known but. to package this sheet
material so as to advise the observer of .the con-
tents of the package is new. In other words, by
the present invention sheet material is so packed
and displayed as to at once attract possible pur-
chasers and advise of the contents of the package.

It is, therefore, the principal -chject of the
present invention to provide a’ package of a plu-

“rality of sheets of material for'simultaneously,
visually displaying each of the several sheeis in
the package. .

Another object of this:invention is to provide a
method of packaging a plurality "of sheets of
different characteristics so that each sheet will,
at least, have a portion thereof exposed to the
view of the purchaser to apprise him of the con-
tents of the package and the character of the
various sheets.

This invention has been applied and ‘will be
hereinafter specifically described with reference
to packaging and displaying gasket materials in
sheet form.

_Another object of’ this -invention is the pro-
‘vision of a method of making and: a package of
sheet gasket material- whereby purchasers may
readily see the number of sheets-of gasket mate-
rial being purchased yet the package is so com-
plete that it needs no further wrapping, except,
possibly, a protective covering.

A further object of:this invention is the pro-
vision of a package for shirment and:display of a
plurality of sheets of gasket material cortaining
sheets of, at least, two different characteristics or
properties -and. in ‘which, at least,a portion of

. each sheet of: a different ‘character or-property
is exposed to the view of the purchaser:for his
inspection without requiring the opening ci the
package.

It is also anobject of this invention to provide
a package for accomplishing the foregoing objects
that is economical to:accomplish thereby in no
wise Increasing the cost:of the merchandise.

Other- objects' and: advantages- of the-present

. invention should be readily apparent by refersencea

to the following specification considered: in con~
Jjunction-with the accompanying . drawings form-
ing s part thereof and if is to he understosd that
-:any . modifications may be :made in.the=exact
structural details there:shown  and described.
. within the scope.of the appended claims, without
..departing -from or. exeeeding .the spirit.of the
Jinvention. - -
«In the drawings: .
“Fig.. 1.is. a:perspective - view-of+a, package-em-
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‘bodying the principles' of tie present invention.

Fig. 2is a transverse sectional view through the
‘package as seen from line 2—2 on Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is: a perspective view of the elements of
the package in position for assembly.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the package prior
to the placing therearound of the final wrapping
layer.

“Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the elements of
the package as seen. from the opposite side of
Fig. 3.

Fig, 6 is a longitudinal-‘sectioncl view through
the package roll as seen from linz2§—5 on Fig. 4.

Fig. 7 is a plan-view of the several elements
making the package of the present inveation and
are illustrated on-a-scale-somewhat smaller than
the scale of the other figures. -

Throughout the several views of the drawings
:similar - reference characters are 'employed to
denote the same:or similar parts.

-As -was noted--above, - this -invention . is being
illustrated and will be described in connection
with the packaging of sheet material used -as gas-
kets, washers, insulators,-and the like, together
with other types-of-packing such:as rope-or. cord.
As is-well known, gaskets, washers, and the like,
are.used.in various places and in various environ~-
ments- such --as in connection - with: steam, .0il,
-water, .and the -like.  These instances of -use
require, to.obtain the best results, different mate-
.rials, for example,.asbestos has properties-where-
.by it is superior-when used-for steam, acid, am-
monia,-and.in places- where heat .is one .of the

-. factors to. be considered; cork will find its princi-
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pal use in withstanding the. reaction. of .oil, gas,
air and gasoline; rubber will find ifs best applica-
tion in those.environments where:it is desired to
control water whether cold-or hot and other warm
liquids :which. are.not particularly chemical in
their reaction to -deteriorate rubber;.and cord
-packing is_employed in.stuffing . boxes.around
cylindrical objects or members such as stems and
pipes to prevent leaks from valves, faucets, drains,
and the like. . .
Specifically, .the invention contemplates one

_or-more sheets of pressed . asbestos gasket mate-

rial .10,-one or .more sheets.of cork tl, and one
~or. . more.sheets of rubber 12. ..Each.of the sheels

Lof material is of substantially. the same size and
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due. to.the material from which.they .are made
~have.a distinet. color from:each. other, .the: as-
:bestos being. a. light . gray, the. cork:a brown and

- the.rubber .a distinct red. = It.is further. con-
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.templated. to. apply to.the said sheets suitable in-
dicia- to indicate- its purpose which, as- shown
.in the .drawings, :includes . the. stamping, . print-

- ing:.or otherwise: marking the :asbestos .sheet 10
.-with..the:word- “steam,” . indicated by- the: refer-
~ence character .43, -similarly marking, stamping
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..or otherwise indicating on-the cork sheet-1#.the



2,580,060

3

word “oil,” as indicated by the reference char-
acter 14, and also marking, stamping or other-
wise indicating on the rubber sheet |2 the word
“water,” indicated by the reference character {5.
It is to be understood that this specific mark-
ing is not absolutely essential as each of these
gasket material sheets is not limited to uses in
these specifically indicated fields but that it
is preferable that these materials be so used as,
from past experience, the greatest benefit will
thereby be obtained in their use in these specific
fields.

Each sheet of material is further provided with
illustrations and copy, indicated by the refer-
ence character 16, suggesting the various places
in the home, around the farm or garage, while
pursuing a hobby, or in industry where the use
of gasket material either as a gasket, a washer,
an insulator, or the like, may be needed.

In practice the several sheets 18, i{ and 12
are so positioned with respect to one another
that a portion of each sheet is visible below or
beyond an edge of the sheet superimposed
thereon. As seen in Fig. 5, prior to the com-
pletion of the package, the entire surface of
sheet (0 is exposed while the portion between
the end 17 of sheet {0 and the corresponding
end (8 of sheet |1 is all that is exposed of said
sheet {i, while similarly only a small portion
of sheef 12, that is between the end {8 of sheet
i1 and the end 19 of sheet 12. is likewise ex~-
posed. It will be noted that the exposed por-
tion 22 of sheet {{ and the exposed portion 21
of sheet 12 are the portions that carry the “oil”
and “water” notations 14 and 15 and which in
the final package are visible to the purchaser and
observer.

The sheets i9, i1 and 12 after being positioned
as just described are adapted to be rolled, start-
ing the roll from the ends of the sheets oppo-
site to {7, {8 and 18 so that the said roll leaves
the said portions 20 and 21 of sheets. {1 and 12
exposed in the final roll as illustrated in Fig. 4.
As noted above this roll may be made with the
sheets themselves rolled on themselves but it
has been found preferable to use a core on which
the sheets are to be rolled and which core con-
veniently and preferably takes the form of a
tube 22 of cardboard or other paper material.

The tube is of such a size that the outer layer of. ¢

the roll exposes the roll from the edge or end {9
of sheet 12 to substantially the hypothetical line
23 on sheet {0 in Fig. 5.

As was noted above, in order to take care of
leaks on or around cylindrical members such as
faucet and valve stems, pipe joints, and the like,
use is made of cord packing. The package of
the present invention utilizes the cardboard tube
or core 22 as a carrier for said cord packing which
are attached to one another by the simple ex-
pedient of slashing or slitting one end of the
tube, as at 24, and forcing the cord material
25 into the slit resulting from said cut or slash.
The cord packing is then wrapped around the
tube as illustrated at 26 in Pigs. 3 and 6 until
the desired quantity is obtained whereupon the
end 27 of the cord packing 25 is fastened to the
last turn or two of the roll 26 and anchored in
position by forcing same into a slit resulting
from a slash or cut 28 at the end of the tube
opposite to that that contains the slit 24. One
or the other of the ends of the cord packing 25
is allowed to project a considerable distance from
one of the slits 24 or 28, for example, and as

shown in the drawings, the portion of the cord
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that is caught in the slit 24 is allowed to pro-
ject as an end 29, see Fig. 3. Affer the sheet
material is rolled either on itself or on the core
22 said end 29 of the packing is disposed on
the outer surface of the roll and is conveniently
located just below the edge 19 of the lowermost
sheet 12 as illustrated in Fig. 4 which disposes
the said cord end 29 on the upper surface of the
topmost sheet 10 and at a point just below the
imaginary line 23 on Fig. 5 which is, as noted
above, just above the printing, label, or other
advertising and instruction material on said sheet
10 as above described. In view of the specific
relation of the parts to one another, the said
uppermost gasket material sheet 10 carries suit-
able instructions indicating the purpose of the
cord packing which is “for leaks” as indicated by
the reference numeral 30.

The cord packing 25 may be of any well known
or desired kind shown in the drawings con-
sisting of a thin wire core 3! covered through-
out its length by packing material, such as as-
bestos, cotton, or the like,

The package is preferably supplied with an
instruction sheet which is of an area substan-
tially equal to the area of sheets (8, {1 and (2
and in the package is disposed on the under
side of the lowermost packing sheet 12 as illus-
trated in Fig. 5 and this instruection sheet be-
comes the wrapping sheet for the cord packing
and core tube 22 as shown in Fig. 3, said instrue~
tion sheet being indicated in the drawings by
the reference numeral 32.

After the gasket material, packing material
and instruction sheet have been rolled into the
roll iNlustrated in Fig. 4 they are secured beneath
a transparent wrapper or wrapping which may
be of the well known transparent “Cellophane,”
or of transparent paper such as “glassine” and
the like. The said transparent wrapping 33 is
of an area somewhat in excess of the area of the
gasket material sheets and particulariy of a
length greater than that of the width of the
sheets or the length of the core 22 as illustrated
in Fig. 7 where said excessive lengths are identi-

. fied by reference characters 34 and 38. The said

portions 34 and 35 of the wrapper are finally

* twisted on themselves and forced into the ends
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of the core tube 22, as illustrated at 36 in Fig.
2 and 387 in Pig. 1. The package is now ready
for the ultimate consumer.

The method of making the package of the pres-
ent invention is believed obvious from the de-
scription and consists in placing the sheets in
superimposed relation on one another with the
portions corresponding to the exposed portions
20 and 21 of sheets {{ and 12 projecting beyond
one another and beyond the sheet 10 and with
the instruction sheet 32 on the sheet 12. The
core or tube 22, with the packing cord 25 se-
cured and rolled thereon, is then positioned on
the instruction sheet 32 in such a way that the
superimposed sheets 10, 1{ and {2 may be rolled
toward the end {9 of sheet 12, in other words,
toward the right in Fig. 3 and downwardly of
Fig. 7. This results in a roll as illustrated in
Tig. 4, after the end 29 of the cord packing has
been bent or positioned as illustrated in Fig. 4,
and above described, to lie just below the said
edge {9 of the sheet (2. '

The package is then completed, as set forth
above, by enclosing the roll in a transparent
covering sheet or “Cellophane” or “glassine”
with the said transparent wrapping secured by
twisting the free ends 34 and 35 thereof on them-
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selves and forcing said twisted ends into the
ends of the roll or its core.

From the foregoing it will now be appreciated
that there has been provided a novel package
for displaying and shipping gasket material in
sheet form as well as packing material for re-
pairing leaks in faucets, valves and the like. By
this arrangement there is provided a kit for mak-
ing emergency gaskets of all kinds and decrip-
tions whether the need be the ordinary one of
controlling or handling water, the more serious
breakdowns in which it is necessary to control
gas or oil, or the serious conditions in which
acids, ammonia and the like are involved, and in
each instance having the assurance that the
most appropriate material for the gasket has
been employed.

It will further be appreciated that the pack-
age displays the material to its greatest advan-

tage and requires a minimum of display space ¢

in the retain establishment handling the prod-
ucts packed.

It should, however, be noted that the principles
of packaging different kinds or qualities of sheet
material is not limited to gasket material but
that the invention may be employed in fields
that are absolutely foreign to the specific field
hereinabove described and as set out in the ob-
jects initially set forth.

What is claimed is:

1. A package of the class described compris-
ing a plurality of sheets of rollable gasket ma-
terial superimposed on one another with said
gasket sheets, respectively, of at least two dif-
ferent characteristics and rolled into a tube with
a portion of each sheet of the roll visible beyond
a similar edge of the sheet disposed thereabove
so that the characteristic of each gasket sheet
is visible, said visible portions of the several
sheets together forming the exterior surface of
the roll, and a transparent wrapper enclosing
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the exterior of said roll and secured in an en- |

closing position.

2. A package of the class described comprising
a, plurality of sheets of rollable gasket material
superimposed on one another with said gasket
sheets, respectively, of at least two different

- characteristics and rolled into a tube with a

portion of each sheet of the roll visible beyond
a similar edge of the sheet disposed thereabove
so that the characteristic of each gasket sheet
is visible, said visible portions of the several
sheets together forming the exterior surface of
the roll, and a transparent wrapper enclosing the
exterior of said roll and secured in an enclosing
position by twisting the ends of the wrapper,
respectively, on themselves and disposed cen-
trally of the roll. -

3. A package of the class described comprising
a hollow tube-like core, a plurality of sheets of
rollable gasket material superimposed on one
another with said gasket sheets, respectively, of
at least two different characteristics and rolled
around said tube core with a portion of each
sheet visible beyond a similar edge of the sheet
disposed thereabove so that the characteristic of
each gasket sheet is visible, said visible portions
of the several sheets together forming the ex-
terior surface of the roll, and a transparent
wrapper enclosing the exterior of the roll and
secured in enclosing position.

4, A package of the class deseribed compris~
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6 .
ing a hollow tube-like core, a plurality of sheets
of rollable gasket material superimposed on one
another with said gasket sheets, respectively, of
at least two different characteristics. and rolled

--around said tube core with a portion cof each

sheet visible beyond. a similar edge of the sheet
disposed thereabove so that the characteristic
of each gasket sheet is visible, said visible por-
tions of the several sheets together forming the
exterior surface of the roll, and a transparent
wrapper enclosing the exterior of the roll and
secured in enclosing position by twisting the
ends of the wrapper, respectively, on themselves
and disposed centrally of the tube core.

5. A package of the class described comprising
a hollow tube-like core, a length of cord packing
carried by the tube core cn the exterior thereof,
a plurality of sheets of gasket material super-
imposed on one another and rolled around said
tube core with a portion of each sheet of gasket
material visible beyond a similar edge of the
gasket sheet disposed thereabove, said visible
portions of the several sheets together forming
the exterior surface of the roll, and a transpar-
ent wrapper enclosing the exterior of said roll
and secured in enclosing position.

6. A package of the class described comprising
a hollow tube-like core, g length of cord packing
carried by the tube core on the exterior thereof,
a plurality of sheets of gasket material super-
imposed on one another and rolled around said
tube core with a portion of each sheet of gasket
material visible beyond a similar edge of the
gasket sheet disposed thereabove, said visible
portions of the several sheets fogether forming
the exterior surface of the roll, and a transpar-
ent wrapper enclosing the exterior of said roll
and secured in enclosing position by twisting
the ends of the wrapper, respectively, on them-
selves and disposed centrally of the tube core.

7. A package of the class described comprising
a hollow tube-like core, a length of cord packing
carried by the tube core on the exterior thereof,
a plurality of sheets of gasket material super-
imposed on one another and rolled around said
tube core with a portion of each sheet of gasket
material visible beyond a similar edge of the
sheet disposed thereabove, said visible portions
of the several sheets together forming the ex-
terior surface of the roll, said cord packing be-
ing secured in position by anchoring the ends of
the cord packing respectively to the ends of the
tube core with one of the said ends beyond its
anchor disposed on the exterior surface of the
roll, and a transparent wrapper enclosing the
exterior of said roll and secured in an enclosing
position by twisting the ends of the wrapper,
respectively, on themselves and disposed cen-
trally of the tube core.

RALPH C. ZIMMERMAN.
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