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[57] ABSTRACT

In a printing mechanism, the leading edge of a sheet of
paper is fed onto the printing surface of a cylindrical

drum and is clamped thereto. A gear is rotatively at-
tached to the drum, and a sensor controlled gear seg-
ment clutch, which is mounted for rotation indepen-
dently of the drum, controls the clamping and rotational
movement of a clamp for clamping the trailing edge of
the sheet of paper. The sensor senses when the trailing
edge of the sheet passes thereby and activates the gear
segment clutch which rotates toward the gear attached
to the drum and engages it. The rotational movement of
the gear segment clutch results in the closing of the
trailing edge clamp onto the trailing end of the sheet of
paper. The gear attached to the drum rotates the gear
segment clutch and it in turn rotates the trailing edge
paper clamp which now rotates the drum. Conse-
quently, the above described printing mechanism can
clamp both ends of variable length paper onto a cylin-
der and rotate it for a print operation.

1 Claim, 2 Sheets Drawing,
15 Pages Specification

The file of this unexamined application may be inspected and
copies thereof may be purchased (849 0.G. 1221, Apr. 9, 1968).
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