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To all whom it may concern: " - 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. C. HEDG 

COCK, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Brake-Beams, of 
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constructed in accordance with my inven 
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which the follbwing is a specification. 
My invention relates to railway brakes, 

and has particular reference to a novel 
brake beam. - 

In the use of certain types of brake ar 
rangements it is common to provide brake 
riggings which are duplicated on each side. 
of the truck, whereby the pull is applied at 
a point close to the brake heads, the heads 
being connected by a beam or bar. An object in the present invention is to 
provide a beam adapted for the use referred 
to, which shall combine the elements of sim 
plicity and adaptability to the desired lo 
cation, and which shall, in addition pro 
vide means in connection therewith for supporting the beam and the rigging. . 
The beam is illustrated in its association 

with a car truck in my co-pending applica 
tion, Serial No. 81598, filed March 2, 1916. The invention will be more readily under 
stood by reference to the accompanying 
drawings, wherein - Figure 1 is a plan view of a brake beam 
tion: Fig. 2 is an edge elevation of the 
same, and Fig. 3 is an end elevation thereof. Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, it will be seen that the beam in its pre 
ferred embodiment is of generally I-beam shape in cross section and comprises a Web 
10, and the flanges 11. The beam terminates 
at its ends in trunnions 12, which are shown 
as designed to accommodate an angularly 
adjustable brake head 13. A pair of aper 
tured lugs, or ears, 14, 15, are provided at 
each end of the beam at a point close to 
the brake head, the pulling levers, or force 
'applying means, being connected to the beam at this point. At a point substantially 
midway between the lugs 14,15, I provide a 
similar pair qf apertured lugs 16, which 
provide for the connection thereto of a Sup 

connection of the 

porting link, or lever, fulcrumed on a rigid 
portion of the car truck. All the parts 
heretofore described, except the brake head, 
are formed in an integral casting in the pre 
ferred construction. It will be readily ap 
parent, however, that the essence of my in 
vention does not reside in the integral cast 
ing, but in the conception of a 'simple beam 
of this type which shall provide for the 

pulling levers at points 
close to the brake heads, and for a support 
ing means at a point near the longitudinal 
center line of the truck; that is at a point 
midway of the length of the beam. Obvi 
ously also the head may not be adjustable, 
and other modifications may be made in the 
construction shown, all without departure 
from the spirit of my invention. 
I claim: 
1. A brake beam, comprising a bar pro 

viding mountings at its ends for brake 
heads, and three sets of attaching lugs pro 
jecting laterally from said beam, the sets of 
lugs near the end of the beam providing 
for the connection of brake levers, the inter 
mediate lugs providing for the attachment 
of a supporting device, substantially as 
described. 

2. A brake beam, comprising a bar, the 
ends of which are adapted to be secured in 
brake heads, a brake lever pulling lug lo 
cated near each end of and projecting E. 
erally from said bar, and a supporting' 

bar, substantially as described. 
3. In a brake beam, the combination of 

a bar providing trunnions at its end, brake 
heads mounted on said trunnions, brake 
lever attaching lugs located at each end of 
said beam and a supporting lug located in 
termediate the end of the beam, substan 
tially as described. J Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 28th day 
of February, A. D. 1916. 

WILLIAM C. HEDGCOCK. 
Witnesses: 

J. F. LYNN, 
WILLIAM. S. TROWBRIDGE. 
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located at substantially the middle of tle 
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