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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The presentinvention is concerned with tissue
paper dispensing systems, packaging for tissue paper
sheets and interfolding arrangements for tissue paper
sheets. The present invention is concerned with absorb-
ent tissue paper sheets of all kinds, including toilet tissue
paper sheets/hygiene paper sheets/non-woven absorb-
ent sheets, facial tissue paper sheets, kitchen paper tow-
el type tissue paper sheets, hand towel type paper
sheets, paper napkins, moist wipes, etc.

Background to the Invention

[0002] Various types of tissue paper packages are
known in the art. There is toilet tissue paper, which is
generally provided as a roll of tissue paper. The toilet
tissue paper is in the form of a continuous web of tissue
paper divided into sheets, each about the length of a
hand (but smaller and larger sheets are also known), by
a perforation line across the web. The web of toilet tissue
paper is wrapped about a tubular core. Kitchen tissue
paper for wiping up kitchen spills is often also provided
in the form of a roll of tissue. It is also known to provide
toilet tissue paper as a stack, rather than as a roll. The
sheets of toilet paper are interfolded so that as one sheet
is pulled out, the next sheet comes with it to protrude
partly through a dispensing opening of a holding wall
mounted dispenser holding the stack. The stack may be
wrapped in a thin paper that has to be removed before
the dispenser is loaded, Coreless toilet tissue paper
stacks are also known, which are discussed below.
[0003] There is also known facial tissue paper, which
may be provided as a stack of interfolded tissue paper
sheets. A box containing the tissue paper stack has a
dispensing opening through which the facial tissue paper
sheets can be withdrawn, one-by-one. Interfolding the
tissue paper sheets allows the withdrawal of a succeed-
ing sheet to partly pull out a preceding sheet. A partly
pulled out sheet thus sticks out from the dispensing open-
ing for ease of grabbing and withdrawing. The box is dis-
posable in that itis made of biodegradable materials such
as cardboard.

[0004] The present inventors have noted a flaw in a
tissue roll designin terms of hygiene. A roll of tissue paper
generally has to be handled by both hands in separating
a sheet or sheets from aroll. This means that a prior user
has handled the tissue that a next user uses. From a
hygiene perspective, this is sub-optimal, especially in the
context of toilet tissue paper. There is also a problem in
that rolls of tissue paper can not be transported and
stored in a perfect stack. That is, the tubular core of the
roll and poorly nested rolls mean that space is wasted
that could otherwise be taken up by tissue paper.
[0005] Facialtissue paperboxes andtoilettissue paper
stacks are in some ways a more hygienic option than
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tissue paper rolls. The boxes provide a relatively closed
structure, whereby access is only given to the uppermost
sheet in the stack in the box, which is the sheet that the
user uses him/her-self. There is, however, room for im-
provement in present tissue paper packages. They are
normally designed so that a cut-out formed by perfora-
tions is torn away to reveal the dispensing opening. A
more intuitive, less fiddly way to open a tissue paper
package is desirable. Also, dispensing tissue from a con-
ventional tissue paper box is usually a two handed proc-
ess. One hand holding the box down and the other hand
pulling a tissue paper sheet out. One handed tissue paper
dispensing is preferable.

[0006] A stack oftoilettissue paper sheets may be pro-
vided for dispensing from a permanent dispenser. Refill
packs of toilet tissue paper sheets are provided to fill the
dispenser. Paper towel dispensers are also known in the
art. Such towels may be designed for hand or face drying.
These can be provided in the form of wall mountable
containers that are loaded with a stack of paper towels
or toilet tissue paper sheets. To load, the paper towels
or toilet tissue paper sheets are removed from a wrap-
ping, which may be plastic or paper, and loaded into the
container. One design of a container for paper towels
has, at a bottom end, a slit aligned with a longitudinal
axis of the paper towels so that the towels can be with-
drawn from the container, one at a time. The container
and paper towel stack are commonly configured such
that a paper towel is tugged in a direction of a transverse
axis of the paper towel to pull it from the container. The
present inventors have noted that the short axis of the
paper towel is thus presented to the user, which often
then gets rotated so that a long axis of the towel is aligned
with a long axis of the face. One design of the toilet tissue
dispenser and stack of toilet paper tissue has interfolded
sheets so thatas asheetis withdrawn from the dispenser,
it partially pulls the next sheet to be dispensed with it
through the slit for ease of grasping the next sheet. In-
terfolded toilet tissue dispensers have not taken off in the
domestic context, although they are used in business or
away from home environments. One reason for this is
perhaps because the bulk of toilet tissue dispensers
make them unsuitable for domestic use. Perhaps another
reason for this is that the dispensers are not easy to load.
Another reason for it may be that the present designs of
the dispenser do not fit with what people expect or want
in a domestic environment.

[0007] As with the stack form toilet tissue paper dis-
penser mentioned above, it should be apparent that im-
provements can be made to make the loading and use
process of the container or dispenser closer to a one-
step operation. Likewise, the tissue loading and dispens-
ing process could be more ergonomically friendly.
[0008] Accordingly, itis an object of the present inven-
tion in, its various aspects, and preferred embodiments
to address the above issues and provide improved tissue
paper systems.

[0009] DE 9303965 discloses a multipack of napkins
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enclosed by a sheath, wherein the sheath is divided by
perforation lines corresponding to a separation between
each bundle of napkins in the multipack.

US 3,372,837 relates to a tissue dispensing box which
can be slid inside a sleeve. US 5,054,612 discloses an-
other tissue containing box which can be slid inside a
sleeve

Summary of the Invention

[0010] The invention is defined by claim 1.

[0011] According to the presentinvention, there is pro-
vided a package comprising a stack of tissue paper
sheets, wherein the package is openable by moving one
part of the package relative to another part of the package
so that a first portion of the stack of tissue paper sheets
is uncovered by the package, and wherein a cover is
moveable with one of the parts relative to the other part
so as to cover the first portion of the stack, and wherein
the cover is configured to move relative to the other part
of the package in a sliding manner as the package is
opened. The package is preferably openable, from a
closed configuration concealing the tissues, by moving
one part of the package relative to another part of the
package, and wherein the cover is moveable with one of
the parts relative to the other part so as to cover the first
portion of the sheets, yet leave uncovered a portion of
the sheets to thereby allow a sheet to be withdrawn from
the package.

[0012] Preferably, the package is configured such that
respective parts of the package move apart from one
another when a line of weakness is broken and the pack-
age is opened and the cover is provided to move with
one of the parts relative to the other to cover the first
portion of the sheets when the package is in an opened
configuration and to leave a further portion of the sheets
uncovered to allow access to the tissues to withdraw a
sheet from the package. The line of weakness that has
an unbroken configuration and a broken configuration
and wherein the package is configured to be able to be
flexed to pull apart the line of weakness when the line of
weakness s in the broken configuration to open the pack-
age to allow a sheet in the stack to be withdrawn through
the open package.

[0013] Preferably, the stack of tissues is elongate and
the opened package reveals a longitudinally central re-
gion of the stack of tissues, while the longitudinal ends
of the stack remain covered by the package. Preferably,
the package and the line of weakness are configured so
that the line of weakness is broken by flexing the pack-
age.

[0014] A package so designed provides an intuitive,
even satisfying, way of opening it to get at the sheets.
For a package to be configured in this way, it needs be
able to be flexed without strain for most adults, including
the elderly and young adults. There is a certain feeling
of gratification in cracking open a package in this way.
[0015] In an alternative embodiment, the line of weak-
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ness defines, at least partly, a tear away strip that is con-
figured to be pulled in a direction of extension of the line
of weakness to break the line of weakness. The tear off
strip could be implemented by way of a pair of spaced
apart lines of weakness with a protrudable pull tab atone
end of the tear off strip, whereby the pull tab is pullable
in the direction of extension of the pair of lines of weak-
ness to break the at least one line of weakness so that
the package can be opened.

[0016] Preferably, the package is sized so as to be
grasped by the full hands of a user in order for the flexure
to be carried out. That is, the package is sized so that
the palm (at least partly), the fingers and the thumb of
one hand fit about the package (such that the package
fills the hand) on one side of the line of weakness and
the palm, the fingers and the thumb of the other hand fit
about the package on the other side of the line of weak-
ness (such that the package fills the hand). The hands
can be manipulated so as to flex the package and thereby
break open the line of weakness. The package is sized
so as to be suitable for being opened in the manner. In
practice, a user may prefer to apply the counter rotational
forces using one hand at one side of the line of weakness
and using a work surface, for example, as a counter re-
sistance. Other single-handed ways of breaking the line
of weakness can be imagined by the skilled person.
[0017] Preferably, the package is elongate. The at
least one line of weakness may be placed in a central
region and extend across the longitude of the package.
The atleast one line of weakness may, in fact, be at least
one lateral line that is centrally positioned with respect
to a longitudinal direction of the package. Opposing lon-
gitudinal end regions of the package can thus be grasped
and a turning force can be applied by the user about a
pivot point provided by the line of weakness. In this way,
the line of weakness is provided at an optimal line of pivot
about which the package can be flexed to reduce the
force required to open the package. If the line of weak-
ness was longitudinally extending, then opposing lateral
sides of the line of weakness would need to be grasped,
which would make it harder to create the required flexure
because of the increased turning force.

[0018] Preferably, the package is configured to be
flexed about a hinge portion of the package, which serves
to keep the package together when the line of weakness
has been broken open. Thatis, the line of weakness may
extend about the package such that a hinge portion of
the package remains when the line of weakness is broken
open. The line of weakness may encompass three of four
sides (other than end faces of the package) about the
package, with at least part of the fourth side serving as
the hinge portion of the package. Put another way, the
line of weakness extends about a majority of a lateral
periphery of the elongate package so that the minor part
of the package that is not encompassed by the line of
weakness serves as a hinge portion keeping opposing
parts of the package together and allowing the package
to open about the hinge portion.
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[0019] The package is preferably openable about a
hinge portion on one face of the package to provide a
dispensing opening on an opposing face of the package.
[0020] Preferably, the package is configured to be
flexed from a closed and sealed configuration to an
opened configuration in breaking the line of weakness.
Preferably, the package can be manipulated back to its
closed configuration, whereby opposing sides of the bro-
ken line of weakness are in contact. This manipulation
is preferably done by rotating the package about the
hinge portion.

[0021] The package is preferably stiff enough to main-
tain the open configuration even when the package is
oriented so that the weight of the tissues presses against
the hinge portion. Such an embodiment enables the
package to serve as a countertop tissue paper dispenser.
Put another way, the package is stiff enough that when
empty it at least substantially retains the shape it has
when it is full. The package may be made of cardboard,
paper or plastic. Preferably, the package is made of a
biodegradable material.

[0022] A stack of sheets can be described as having
a top sheet providing a top of the stack, a bottom sheet
providing a bottom of the stack and a number of sheets
stacked between the top and bottom sheets providing
sides of the stack connecting the top and bottom of the
stack. The cover is preferably configured to cover a side
of the stack of sheets when the package is in the opened
configuration.

[0023] Preferably, the cover is see-through enough to
reveal when the number of sheets left in the stack has
reached a depleted state. That is, once there are less
than a predetermined number of sheets left in the stack,
the user can see this depleted state through the cover
by observing the position of the last sheet in the stack.
[0024] The package has a hinge portion and the pack-
age is openable and closable by rotation about the hinge
portion. Rotation of the package about the hinge is such
as to provide a dispensing opening in the package
through which a first sheet in the stack (closest to the
dispensing opening in a sheet withdrawal sequence of
the stack) is revealed and can be withdrawn, where the
top sheet is on an opposing side of the stack to the hinge,
and also to provide a side opening through which the
stack is revealed in a thickness direction (or stacking di-
rection). The side opening becomes more spread apart
from the hinge end to the dispensing opening end. The
cover is configured to cover the side opening. Preferably,
the cover is substantially correspondingly shaped to the
side opening. Yet more preferably, the side opening is a
triangle shape, with an apex thereof extending to the
hinge portion. A base of the triangle at the dispensing
opening may be curved or straight.

[0025] Preferably, in the closed configuration, prefer-
ably the closed configuration with the line of weakness
as yet unbroken, the cover is inside the package. Pref-
erably, the cover is attached to one side of the line of
weakness, preferably an inside surface of a wall of the
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package on one side of the line of weakness, and extends
to the other side of the line of weakness in a cantilevered
fashion.

[0026] Preferably, the cover is attached to one part of
the package and is configured to slide with respect the
other part of the package as the parts move relative to
one anotherinopening the package. Thatis, in the closed
configuration of the package, the cover overlaps with the
other part of the package and moves into a less or non-
overlapping state as the package opens.

[0027] Preferably, the package comprises a dispens-
ing opening for withdrawing a sheet of the stack through
the dispensing opening, wherein the dispensing opening
has overlapping lips in a direction of withdrawal of the
sheet, the lips configured to be opened into a less over-
lapping or non-overlapping state as the sheet moves
therethrough and to return to an overlapping state after
withdrawal of the sheet.

[0028] The package is able to resist tissues undesira-
bly falling out of the dispensing opening when they are
not being withdrawn. In particular, the package may be
mounted so that the weight of the stack is directed to the
dispensing opening. Despite the weight pressing on the
opening, the lips are able to prevent the sheets slipping
out of the dispensing opening. This is because the lips
have to be quite substantially deflected from an overlap-
ping state in order for any tissues to pass. This is to be
compared to known dispensing opening in tissue paper
boxes, whereby a film is spread across the dispensing
opening and has a slit in it. Although the slit does have
atendency to resist sheets slipping out of the dispensing
opening unintentionally, it does not require as great an
amount of deflection as overlapping lips as in the third
aspect of the present invention.

[0029] Inthetissue withdrawal direction, one of the lips
is more forward than the other. Preferably, the lips are
configured such that they alternate which of the lips is
the more forward lip for each sheet that is dispensed.
[0030] Preferably, the overlapping lips are shaped to
provide an opening through which a sheet adjacent the
dispensing opening can be grasped without having to
move the lips. That is, the opening provides a direct path
for a user’s fingers to the sheets, which is useful when
first loading the sheets to pull a first sheet through the
lips and the dispensing opening. Preferably, the dispens-
ing opening is elongate and the opening is centrally lo-
cated between opposing longitudinal ends of the dis-
pensing opening. Preferably, the lips are shaped to pro-
vide the opening, whereby the sheet is able to be drawn
therethrough free from contact from the overlapping lips
on opposing faces of the tissue and whereby on opposing
sides of the opening in a direction perpendicular to the
sheet withdrawal direction along a face of the tissue, the
overlapping lips contact opposing faces of the sheet as
itis pulled therethrough. Preferably, the dispensing open-
ing is elongate and the overlapping lips are configured
to contact opposing faces of the tissue as it is pulled
therethrough and are located at opposing longitudinal
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end portions of the dispensing opening and the opening
defined by the overlapping lips is centrally located be-
tween the opposing longitudinal end portions.

[0031] Thesheetwithdrawaldirectionis used frequent-
ly in this specification. It is a direction normal to the plane
of the sheets in the stack. It passes centrally through the
dispensing opening of a package, container or dispenser.
The dispensing opening is defined by terminating walls
about its periphery. The plane in which these walls ter-
minate provides another plane to which the tissue with-
drawal direction extends normally.

[0032] Preferably, the sheets in the stack are interfold-
ed and the package comprises a dispensing opening so
that as a succeeding sheetis withdrawn from the package
through the dispensing opening, a preceding sheetis par-
tially pulled out with it and so that once the succeeding
sheet is fully withdrawn through the dispensing opening,
the succeeding sheet parts with the preceding sheet,
which sticks out from the dispensing opening, yet re-
mains as a leading sheet in the stack.

[0033] Preferably, the sheets are interfolded in an in-
terfolding pattern whereby each sheet is folded at least
once so as to comprise a leading panel and a trailing
panel, and whereby for any given sheet in the stack, the
leading and trailing panels have a trailing panel of a next
sheet and a leading panel of a previous sheet disposed
between panels of the given tissue in face to face relation.
[0034] Preferably, the interfolding pattern of the stack
of sheets and the overlapping lips are configured such
that as aleading panel of a sheet closest to the dispensing
opening is pulled upon to withdraw the sheet, the leading
panel moves through the dispensing opening and the
overlapping lips, thereby deforming the lips in a withdraw-
al direction, and further wherein as the leading panel is
pulled, a trailing panel is in face to face relation with a
leading panel of an adjacent sheet preceding in the stack
so that it pulls the leading panel of the preceding sheet
through the overlapping lips and the dispensing opening
with it, and wherein once a trailing edge of the trailing
panel of the succeeding sheet is released by the over-
lapping lips, and is thereby out of the dispending opening,
the succeeding sheet is released and the leading panel
of the preceding sheet protrudes past the overlapping
lips for being pulled upon to withdraw the next sheet
through the dispensing opening.

[0035] The overlapping lips and the interfolding pattern
of the stack of tissue paper sheets are preferably config-
ured such that a first one of the lips is more distal to the
stack of sheets than a second one of the lips and such
that as a sheet is pulled through the dispensing opening
and through the overlapping lips, the overlapping lips de-
form in the withdrawing direction, and the first sheet is in
partial face to face relation with a preceding sheet in the
stack so that it pulls the preceding sheet with it, and
wherein the preceding sheet comes out adjacentthe sec-
ond one of the lips with the succeeding sheet disposed
between the preceding sheet and the first one of the lips,
and such that as a trailing edge of the succeeding sheet
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is pulled beyond the overlapping lips, the succeeding
sheet is released from the container and the first one of
the lips resiliently drops back in the withdrawing direction
so as to be behind the second one of the lips.

[0036] Thus, the interfolding pattern is such that the
tissues are dispensed in an alternating manner between
first and second sheet withdrawal configurations. In the
first sheet withdrawal configuration, a succeeding sheet
is located adjacent a first one of the overlapping lips as
compared to a preceding sheet that is pulled through the
lips with it, as a result of tissue face to tissue face contact,
which is located adjacent a second one of the lips (in the
sheet withdrawing direction). In the second sheet with-
drawal configuration, the succeeding sheet is located ad-
jacent the second lip and the preceding sheet is located
adjacent the first lip. Alternation between the sheet with-
drawal configurations between each successively with-
drawn sheet results in the overlapping lips alternating
between first and second lip configurations. The first lip
configuration has the first lip more forward in the sheet
withdrawal direction than the second lip and occurs as a
result of a sheet being withdrawn under the second sheet
withdrawal configuration. The second lip configurations
has the second lip more forward in the sheet withdrawal
direction than the first lip and occurs as a result of a sheet
being withdrawn under the first sheet withdrawal config-
uration.

[0037] Preferably, there is provided a dispenser hold-
ing the package comprising the stack of absorbent tissue
paper sheets, wherein the dispenser defines a dispens-
ing opening and a cavity receiving said package, wherein
the dispenser defines the cavity to follow a path including
a v shape whereby an outside edge of a peak of the v
shape extends into the dispensing opening such that
when the package is inserted into the cavity, and the
package is sized to fill the cavity, it must be deformed to
have the v or u shape to fit therein.

[0038] The dispenser aims the stack toward the dis-
pensing opening and requires the stack to be deformed
intoabentv shape. This provides a bias so thatthe sheets
protrude from the dispensing opening for convenient tis-
sue sheet withdrawal. An outside edge of a v shape is to
be understood in the context of the legs of the v shape
defining a relatively narrow angle between them on an
inside and defining a relatively large angle between them
on an outside. The v shape may be curved at its peak,
rather than pointed.

[0039] Looked at in another way, the dispenser com-
prises first and second walls, the first wall being made at
least partly up of first and second wall parts that are an-
gled toward one another to define a point of intersection
and the second wall being made at least partly up of first
and second wall parts that are angled toward one another
in the same way as the first wall part but to define a dis-
pensing opening therebetween where the point of inter-
section is positioned in the first wall part, the dispensing
opening allowing sheets from the stack to be withdrawn,
the first and second walls being spaced apart to provide
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a stack receiving cavity therebetween, wherein a line bi-
secting the angle between the first and second wall parts
of the first and second walls passes through the point of
intersection of the first wall and the dispensing opening
of second wall.

[0040] Preferably, a first line bisecting the angle be-
tween the first and second parts of the first and second
walls extends through the point of intersection of the first
wall and the dispensing opening defined by the second
wall. Preferably, a line perpendicular to the first line will
pass through afirst point on the second wall and a second
point on the second wall (preferably equally spaced from
the dispensing opening). The point of intersection and
the first and second points thus provide athree point load
tending to fold or flex the stack toward the dispensing
opening.

[0041] Preferably, the first and second walls are
shaped and spaced apart to define a v shaped cavity
therebetween such that when the stack or at least one
package is inserted into the cavity it must be shaped to
have the v shape to fit therein.

[0042] Itis envisaged that the package of tissue paper
sheets and the cavity may be sized such that the package
fills the cavity. It is also envisaged that the cavity may be
oversized so that a partially depleted and a full package
fills the cavity or so that a plurality, e.g. two packages
may be required tofill the cavity. In this way, the dispenser
can be tapped-up without requiring the current package
being used dispensing to first be removed.

[0043] Preferably, the dispenser includes opposed top
and bottom walls defining a thickness of the v shape of
the cavity between them, wherein one of the walls defines
an inside edge of the v shape and provides an inside
peak of the v shape and the other of the opposing walls
defines an outside edge of the v shape of the cavity and
defines the dispensing opening located where an outside
edge of the peak of v shape would otherwise be. The
thickness of the v shape of the cavity determines the
number of tissues in the stack that can be received there-
in.

[0044] Preferably, the dispenser includes opposed
sidewalls extending between the top and bottom walls to
together define a periphery of the cavity.

[0045] Preferably, the dispenser defines legs of the v
shape of the cavity to have an angle of between 170°
and 100°, 160° and 110° or 120° or 130° or 140° and is
preferably about 150°. Ithas been found that angles such
as these are optimal for providing a bias for the sheet to
protrude through the dispensing opening, without being
so steep as to cause the tissue to unintentionally fall
through the dispensing opening under the weight of grav-
ity (particularly as the tissue stack becomes depleted).
[0046] Preferably, the dispenser defines the cavity to
be elongate for receiving an elongate stack of tissue pa-
per sheets or elongate package comprising a stack of
tissue paper sheets, to have a thickness direction with
which the stacking direction of the stack of tissue paper
sheets is to be aligned and a lateral direction across a
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face of the stack of tissue paper sheets. The dispenser
defines the peak of the v shape of the cavity at a central
location between opposed longitudinal ends of the cavity
so as to require, when the stack of sheets is sized to fill
the cavity in the sheet stacking direction, the stack of
sheets to have a bend line in a lateral direction across a
face of the stack and centrally located between opposed
longitudinal ends of the stack.

[0047] Preferably, the dispenser defines an elongate
cavity for receiving an elongate stack of sheets or an
elongate package comprising a stack of tissue paper
sheets, wherein the dispenser is open at a front face for
loading the stack or package therethrough into the cavity,
wherein the dispensing opening and the cavity are ori-
ented so that there are a sheet withdrawal direction and
a longitudinal direction of the cavity that are perpendic-
ular to one another and perpendicular to both of these
directions is a front back direction.

[0048] Preferably, the dispenser includes the first and
second walls defining top and bottom faces of the cavity
in a sheet withdrawal direction, which is also in the direc-
tion of a first line bisecting the angle between the first
and second parts of the first and second walls. The dis-
penserincludes end walls defining end faces of the cavity
in a longitudinal direction of the cavity, which is a straight
line extending through corresponding points in the sheet
withdrawal direction on the end walls. In a front to back
direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction and
the tissue withdrawal direction, there are a rear wall de-
fining a rear face of the dispenser and an open front face
of the cavity for loading purposes.

[0049] Preferably, the dispenser includes an opening
or recess for wall mounting the dispenser by way of a
wall fastener. Preferably, the dispenser includes a re-
movable wall fastener that is to be fastened to a room
wall and a recess for receiving the wall fastener, where
edges of the wall fastener and the recess cooperate to
attach the dispenser to its wall fastener, and wherein of
the edges is bifurcated so that the other edge can be
received in the bifurcation in a sliding manner.

[0050] Preferably, there is provided a system of a dis-
penser and the package. The dispenser has a housing
defining a cavity for receiving the package and a dispens-
ing opening, wherein the housing defines the cavity so
as to hold the package in an opened configuration,
wherein the package is in the flexed form described
above and the dispensing opening of the package is
aligned with the dispensing opening of the dispenser so
that a user can withdraw a sheet from the stack through
the dispensing openings.

[0051] Preferably, the dispensing opening of the pack-
age opens about a hinge portion of the package and the
dispenser holds the package openina configuration such
that the dispensing opening transverses from 10° to 80°
about the hinge portion, 15° to 70°, 20° to 60°, 25° to 50°
or 40°, 25° to 35° and preferably about 30°. When the
dispensing opening of the package is in the closed con-
figuration, the package is 0° open about the hinge portion.
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If the opening angle is too great, interfolding of sheets in
the stack could come undone.

[0052] Preferably, the package has a hinge portion as
described above and the dispenser housing defines a
path of the cavity to include a v shape such that the hinge
portion of the package is located at a peak of an inside
edge ofthe v shape of the cavity. Preferably, the dispens-
ing opening of the dispenser is located at a position where
an outside edge of a peak of the v shape of the cavity
would otherwise have been. Preferably, the dispenser is
as described above with respect to the fifth aspect of the
present invention. The package of sheets is preferably a
refill package of sheets and the cavity is for being loaded
with the refill package.

[0053] In a generally applicable feature, the package
preferably has a dispensing opening that is substantially
the same width or greater than the sheets, with respect
to a direction along the face of the sheets perpendicular
to the withdrawal direction, such that as a sheet is pulled
out from the stack through the dispensing opening and
optionally also the overlapping lips, opposing sides edg-
es, inthe width direction, of the sheet are able to maintain
their lateral spacing. Inthe prior art, dispensing openings,
particularly lips for holding tissue in a protruded state
from a tissue box, tend to crumple the tissue width-wise
into a more snake like configuration. The overlapping lips
are configured so that a passage between them is sized
so as to enable a sheet to pass through them with lateral
constriction. An advantage of aroll of tissue is that it does
not have to be so crumpled to dispense it. The package
or dispenser of the present invention is able to provide a
stack of sheets that does not crumple upon dispensing.

Brief description of the figures

[0054] The various aspects of the tissue systems of
the present invention will be described in the following
with respect to the figures as briefly outlined below.

Fig. 1 shows various views of a package comprising
a stack of tissues not falling under the scope of claim
1.

Fig. 2 not falling under the scope of claim 1 shows
various views of a dispenser for holding a package
of tissues including a dispensing opening through
which tissues from the package can be withdrawn.
Figs. 2c and 2d show the dispenser with the package
respectively partially and fully inserted into the dis-
penser.

Fig. 3 shows perspective views of a wall mounting
means for mounting a dispenser as shown in Fig. 2
to a room wall.

Fig. 4 shows respective views of the package com-
prising a stack of tissues not falling under the scope
of claim 1. A closed configuration of the package is
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shown in Fig. 4a. An opened configuration of the
package is shown in Fig. 4b. A bottom end view,
which shows in plan overlapping lips of the package
is shown in Fig. 4c.

Fig. 5 shows a package comprising a stack of tissues
that has a cover for covering a portion of the stack
of tissues that would otherwise be revealed as the
front face of the package opens into the dispensing
opening of the package. The package of figure 5
provides an embodiment of the invention as claimed.

Fig. 6 discloses a package not falling under the scope
of claim 1 comprising a stack of interfolded tissues
wherein the interfolding is such that the stack of tis-
sues is elongate and each tissue in the stack is elon-
gate and aligned so that a longitudinal axis of the
tissues and the stack are aligned and so that longi-
tudinal end portions of any given tissue overlap with
longitudinal end portions of adjacent tissues preced-
ing and succeeding in the stack.

Fig. 7 discloses a moist non-woven tissue dispenser
not falling under the scope of claim 1. The moist non-
woven tissue dispenser is in an open configuration
in Fig. 7a and is in a closed configuration in Fig. 7b.
Fig. 7c shows a removable bottom part of the moist
non-woven sheet dispenser on its own.

[0055] InFig. 8, there is disclosed a moist and dry tis-
sue dispensing system not falling under the scope of
claim 1 and comprising a moist non-woven sheet dis-
pensing part that sits restingly on a dry tissue dispensing
part.

Detailed description of the figures

[0056] There is provided a package of tissues that can
be broken open by grasping opposing longitudinal ends
of the package and applying relative force to a backside
of a perforation line positioned centrally between the lon-
gitudinal ends and which extends laterally. The perfora-
tion line extends about at least three sides of the package
so that at least part of a fourth side provides a hinge
portion connecting the longitudinal halves of the package
together and also allowing the broken perforation line to
be brought together for closing the package and to be
brought apart for opening the package in a rotational mo-
tion about the hinge. In a closed configuration, the pack-
age is block shaped. In an open configuration, the pack-
age is flexed into a V-shape in a side view, wherein the
opposing longitudinal halves and the hinge portion pro-
vide an inside edge of the V-shape and bottom surfaces
of the opposing longitudinal halves provide an outside
edge of the V-shape in combination with a portion of the
package opposed to the hinge that has been moved apart
by spreading apart opposing edges of the perforation
line. The open perforation line reveals a stack of tissues
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comprised in the package. A tissue can be withdrawn
from the stack and the package through a dispensing
opening provided by the open perforation line at a side
opposite to the hinge portion.

[0057] Inthe open configuration of the package, a bot-
tom side of the perforation line extends between oppos-
ing sides of the perforation line. The opposing sides of
the perforation line respectively connect opposing ends
of the bottom side of the perforation line to the hinge
portion. In the open configuration, the sides of the perfo-
ration line become more spread apart towards the bottom
side of the perforation line. A stack of tissues is arranged
in the package so that a pull tab portion of the tissue most
proximal to the bottom side of the perforation line extends
through the bottom side of the perforation line. The bot-
tom side of the perforation line thus provides a dispensing
opening through which tissues in the stack can be with-
drawn.

[0058] The dispensing opening has opposing first and
second lip members disposed on respective sides of the
dispensing opening, which overlap with one another so
as to cover the tissue facing the dispensing opening in
allbut a central opening through the overlapping lip mem-
bers through which a pull tab portion of a tissue in the
stack most proximal to the dispensing opening can be
grasped by a user. The first and second overlapping lip
members are movable relative to one another. They are
respectively attached to opposing halves of the package
so that as one half of the package is moved relative to
the other half of the package about the hinge portion, the
overlapping lip members move with them and relative to
one another. In the opened configuration of the package
and in the closed configuration, the lips overlap. As a
tissue is withdrawn from the stack and through the dis-
pensing opening, the overlapping lip members deform
into a less overlapping configuration so as to ease pas-
sage of the tissue from between the lip members in the
tissue withdrawal direction.

[0059] The package includes at least one cover mem-
ber for covering the tissue that is revealed by the package
as at least one of the side perforations opens. The dis-
pensing opening reveals a face of the stack of tissues
when it is in the open configuration, while the side per-
forationreveals the layer oftissue in the stacking direction
when it is in the open configuration. The cover is trans-
parent so as to allow a level of the tissues in the package
to be viewed so that the user gets anidea as to how close
the package is to being empty.

[0060] The tissues in the stack in the package are in-
terfolded so that each tissue in the stack is partially over-
lapped with a preceding tissue in the stack so as to pull
the preceding tissue partially through the dispensing
opening and the overlapping lips as a result of the face-
to-face partial overlap of each tissue with a preceding
tissue. The portion of the preceding tissue that was in
overlapping relation with a tissue that has been with-
drawn from the stack through the dispensing opening
and the overlapping lips thus sticks out through the over-
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lapping lips as a tissue that will next be grasped by a
user. The interfolding pattern is such that when a first
tissue is pulled out through the overlapping lips, the next,
second, tissue will be on a left hand side face, for exam-
ple, of the first tissue and the tissue after that, the third
tissue, will come out on a right hand side face, for exam-
ple, of the second tissue. This alternation of sides with
respect to the tissue being pulled out at which the over-
lapping portion occurs results in the first and second lip
members alternating with respect to which of the firstand
second lip members is more forward in the tissue with-
drawal direction than the other.

[0061] The package of tissues is self supporting in that
itcan hold the opened configuration, even with the weight
of gravity in the hinge portion. This allows the dispensing
opening to be top up for positioning on a counter top for
tissues to be withdrawn from it in a style familiar to that
known from a conventional facial tissue box. The pack-
age may also be used in an upside down configuration
so that the dispensing opening faces downwards. In the
latter configuration, the present invention contemplates
a dispenser that is wall mountable and has a cavity for
holding the opened configuration of the package. When
the opened configuration of the package is V-shaped as
described previously, the cavity of the dispenser is cor-
respondingly V-shaped, whereby walls defining the cav-
ity are dimensioned so as to fittingly receive the package
in the opened configuration. The shape of the cavity as
defined by the dispenser prevents the package from mov-
ing back to a block shaped closed configuration and thus
holds the package in the opened configuration. The dis-
penser has a dispensing opening on a bottom surface
thereof for aligning with the dispensing opening of the
package so that tissues can be withdrawn through the
dispensing opening and the overlapping lips of the pack-
age and through the dispensing opening of the dispenser.
The dispenser can be a relatively low complexity struc-
ture in that it consists of a back wall for mounting against
aroom wall and a sidewall protruding therefrom that ex-
tends about the cavity in a continuous manner from one
side of the dispensing opening, about each side of the
cavity defining a V-shape, to the other side of the dis-
pensing opening.

[0062] A dispenser as described above has a V-
shaped recess defined by a top surface of the sidewall,
where the top surface is opposed to a bottom surface of
the sidewall that includes the dispensing opening that is
centrally located between opposed longitudinal ends of
the cavity defined by the sidewall. The V-shaped recess
is so shaped to receive a depending V-shape of a bottom
part of a moist non-woven dispenser. Accordingly, the
top surface of the dry tissue dispenser provides a spe-
cially designed space for a moist non-woven sheet dis-
penser.

[0063] The moist non-woven dispenser has a bottom
part defining a depending V-shaped bottom surface for
cooperating and interfacing with the V-shaped top sur-
face of the dry tissue dispenser. The moist non-woven
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sheet dispenser includes a receptacle for receiving a
package of moist non-woven sheets or a stack of moist
non-woven sheets and a lid that is mounted by a hinge
to a housing of the receptacle. The hinge allows the lid
to open so as to reveal a dispensing opening of the re-
ceptacle housing through which moist non-woven sheets
can be dispensed. The hinge also allows the lid to be
closed so as to seal with the receptacle housing to pre-
vent moisture from the tissues escaping from the moist
non-woven sheet dispenser. A periphery of the lid mounts
with a periphery of the receptacle housing so as to
present a continuous easy wipe top surface of the moist
non-woven sheet dispenser. A bottom part of the moist
non-woven sheet dispenser, which includes the depend-
ing V-shape, is removable and is friction fit remountable
to the receptacle housing. The bottom part includes an
upstanding platform that engages with sidewalls of the
housing in a friction fit manner and also provides an even
surface upon which the stack or package of moist non-
woven sheets sits. Thus, the platform provides a bottom
surface of the receptacle housing, which removably
mates with sidewalls of the housing. The receptacle
housing also includes a top surface having the dispens-
ing opening centrally located therein. The sidewalls of
the receptacle housing define the periphery of the recep-
tacle housing, which sealingly mates with the periphery
of the hinged lid.

[0064] Various components of the improved tissue
system outlined above will now be described in greater
detail with respect to the figures.

[0065] Fig. 1 shows a package comprising a stack of
tissues. The package 1 has an open configuration as
shown in Figs. 1a and 1c and a closed configuration as
shown in Fig. 1b. In the closed configuration, the package
1 is generally block-shaped. The package 1 has first and
second major faces provided by respective top and bot-
tom face walls 2, 3 of the package. At opposing longitu-
dinal ends of the package 1, there is end face walls 4, 5,
which are minor faces of the package 1. The package 1
further comprises back and front face walls 6, 7, which
are intermediate in area size between the major top and
bottom faces 2, 3 and the minor end faces 4, 5.

[0066] The package 1 comprises a perforation line 8
extending through the back and front face wall 6, 7 and
the bottom face wall 3 of the package 1. The perforation
line 8 is located centrally between opposing ends 4, 5 of
the package 1 and extends perpendicularly to a longitu-
dinal direction of the package 1. The top face wall 2 of
the package 1 comprises a hinge 9 connecting the end
of the perforation line at the front face wall 7 and the other
end of the perforation line 8 at the back face wall 6 of the
package 1.

[0067] The package 1isfilled with a stack of interfolded
tissues 10. In a closed configuration of the package 1,
the stack of interfolded tissues 10 is entirely covered by
the package 1.

[0068] In an opened configuration of the package 1,
the perforation line 8 is broken apart and opposing

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

halves, in the longitudinal direction, of the package 1 are
connected by and rotatable about the hinge 9. The
opened configuration of the package 1 can be seen in
Figs. 1a and 1c, while the closed configuration of the
package 1 can be seenin Fig. 1b. In the opened config-
uration, a gap between opposing parts of the bottom face
wall 3, which have come apart as a result of the perfora-
tion line 8 being broken, provides a dispensing opening
11 through which a tissue can be withdrawn from the
stack 10. The back and frontface walls 6, 7 of the package
1 also have respective parts that are spaced apart from
one anotheraboutthe hinge 9in the opened configuration
of the package 1. The gap between the back and front
face parts comes to nothing at the hinge 9 at a top edge
of the back and front face walls 6, 7 and is at its widest
at a bottom edge of the back and front face walls 6, 7 in
the opened configuration of the package 1.

[0069] The back and front face walls 6, 7 and the end
face walls 4, 5 define a thickness of the package 1 con-
necting the top and bottom faces 2, 3. The number of
tissues that can be stacked and fit within the package 1
is determined by the thickness of the package 1, i.e. it
defines the sheet stacking direction of the absorbent tis-
sue paper. The tissues in the stack 10 and the stack 10
itself is elongate and the tissues and the stack 10 are
longitudinally aligned with the longitudinal direction of the
package 1 when the package is in the closed configura-
tion. The distance between the end face walls 4 and 5,
as defined by the back and front face walls 6, 7 and the
top and bottom face walls 2, 3, determines the longitudi-
nal extent of the stack 10. An interfolding pattern of the
tissues in the stack 10 is such that a pull end of a tissue,
which is alaterally extending edge of the tissue, is located
at the dispensing opening 11 of the package 1. The thick-
ness direction of the package 1 is dimensioned to be
convenient for grasping in the hands of a user at opposed
longitudinal ends of the package 1. Typical dimensions
of the thickness direction of the package 1 are from 5-10
cm, preferably about 7 cm.

[0070] To use the package, a user grasps opposing
longitudinal ends of the package 1 so that the fingers and
thumbs are positioned in contact with the top and bottom
face walls 2, 3 of the package 1 and part of the palms
are in contact with respective end face walls 4, 5. With
the package 1 so grasped, the user flexes the package
so as to provide a rotational force about the hinge 9 tend-
ing to pull the perforation line 8 apart. The perforation
line 8 is thus broken to reveal a stack of tissues 10 in the
stacking direction by viewing through the gap made by
the broken perforation line 8 in the front or back face wall
6, 7 and to reveal a plane of a face of a forward most
tissue when viewing through a gap between opposing
parts of the bottom face 3, which gap provides the dis-
pensing opening 11. A tissue can be withdrawn from the
stack 10 through the dispensing opening 11.

[0071] When the package 1 is first opened, a forward
most tissue in the stack 10 relative to the dispensing
opening 11 is designed to have an edge portion that pro-
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trudes through the dispensing opening 11. This edge por-
tion of the tissue can be pulled upon to withdraw a tissue
from the stack 10 through the dispending opening 11.
The interfolding pattern of the tissues of the stack 10 is
such that as one tissue is pulled through the dispensing
opening 11, a subsequent tissue is partially pulled
through the dispensing opening 11 to protrude through
the dispensing opening 11 to provide a subsequent end
edge of a tissue for withdrawal from the stack 10.
[0072] The package 1 can be reclosed by rotating the
partially separated parts (connected only by the hinge 9)
about the hinge 9 to bring the line of weakness 8 back
together. To dispense a further tissue from the stack 10,
the package 1 can be reopened by rotation about the
hinge 9.

[0073] The skilled person may contemplate various
modifications to the specific embodiments of the package
1 shown in Fig. 1.

[0074] For example, various modifications could be
made to the exact shape of the package 1 shown infigure
1. For functional reasons it has been preferred that the
package 1 be elongate and the perforation line 8 and the
hinge 9 be provided in a central location between longi-
tudinal ends of the package 1. In this way, a turning mo-
ment about the hinge 9 can be utilised to make it feel
easy to break the perforation line 8. It is also desirable
that the longitudinal ends of the package 1 can be con-
veniently grasped by a user in order to apply the perfo-
ration line 8 breaking force. Thus, a thickness of opposing
longitudinal end portions of the package 1 in the direction
of the hinge 9 to the dispensing opening 11 should be
conveniently graspable and thus of the order of the di-
mensions of a gap able to be made between the fingers
and the opposed thumb by an average human adult.
[0075] In Fig. 1, a line of weakness is provided in the
form of a perforation line 8. The skilled person can con-
template alternatives such as a line of weakness in the
form of a cut that passes only partly through a thickness
of the wall of the package and thus does not reach the
inside of the package 1. That is, the line of weakness
could be a score line. The perforation line 8 could be
made in a number of ways. The perforation line 8 could
extend continuously by way of alternating cut and tap
portions through the front face 7, the bottom face 5 and
the back face 6. Alternatively, the front face 7, the bottom
face 3 and the back face 6 could be divided by a cut line
extending most of the way there around, apart from a few
small connecting tab portions that are broken by flexing
of the package 1.

[0076] Thetissuesinthe stack 10 of the package 1 are
disclosed as being interfolded. The stack 10 could, how-
ever, be made of a continuous web of tissues folded into
a stacked arrangement thatfills the package 1 and where
adjacent sheets are connected by lines of weakness,
rather than an overlapping face-to-face interfolding ar-
rangement. Important is that the tissue is stacked, rather
than rolled about a central core.

[0077] The package 1 has been described as having
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top and bottom face walls 2, 3, which suggests that the
dispensing opening 11 faces downwards in use. In one
envisaged use this is correct. The package 1 is, however,
configured also to be tipped up so that the dispensing
opening 11 faces upwards. The package 1 is configured
to operate in this way in that the hinge 9 does not collapse
under the weight of the stack 10 when the dispensing
opening 11 is faced upwards. That is, the package 1 is
sufficiently stiff to maintain the opened configuration, no
matter which orientation the package 1 is placed in. The
package 1 is closed by a user forcing it closed by rotation
about the hinge 9.

[0078] The hinge 9 of the package 1 forms a fold line
connecting opposing ends of the line of weakness or per-
foration line 8. The package 1 is, as described above,
designed to rotate about the hinge 9 in opening and clos-
ing the package 1. The hinge 9 may define a fold line as
aresultofitsfirstuse, or the fold line may be prefabricated
into the package 1, such as by a coining technique or the
like.

The package 1 could have a tear off strip defined by a
pair of spaced apart lines of weakness. When a tab of
the tear off strip is pulled upon, the lines of weakness
tear away to provide a torn off strip. When the tear away
strip is fully torn away, the lines of weakness are broken
and the package is able to be manipulated from a rela-
tively closed configuration to a relatively opened config-
uration by rotation about the hinge. Thus, the pair of lines
of weakness defining opposing sides of the tear away
strip preferably extends around a majority of a lateral
periphery of the package in the same way as the break
open type line of weakness described above.

[0079] Fig. 2 shows various views of a dispenser for
holding a package of tissues. The dispenser 20 is wall
mountable, as will be discussed below with respect to
Fig. 3. The dispenser 20 has a peripheral wall 21 extend-
ing in a normal direction to a back face wall 22. The pe-
ripheral wall 21 and the back face wall 22 together define
a cavity 23 for receiving a package 1 of tissues therein,
where the package 1 is as described above. A front face
of the dispenser 20 is open in order to allow the package
1 to be loaded into the cavity 23. The rear face 22 is for
mounting to a room wall, as will be described in further
detail with respect to Fig. 3.

[0080] The peripheral wall 21 extends continuously
about the cavity 23 and about a periphery of the rear face
wall 22 except so as to define a gap in the peripheral wall
21, which provides a dispensing opening 24 through
which a tissue can be withdrawn from a package dis-
pensing opening from a package 1 as described above.
The peripheral wall 21 of the dispenser defines a V-shape
in that a top wall portion 25 and a bottom wall portion 26
of the peripheral wall 21 respectively follow V-shaped
paths. The V-shape of the bottom wall portion 26 of the
peripheral wall 21 can be constructed by imagining the
bottom wall portion 26 not defining a dispensing opening
24 andinstead continuing to intersect. The V-shaped bot-
tom wall portion 26 and the V-shaped top wall portion 25
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of the peripheral wall 21 are separated by end wall por-
tions 27, 28 of the peripheral wall 21, which defines a
thickness dimension to the V-shape of the cavity 23.
[0081] The peripheral wall 21 of the dispenser 20 is
designed to fittingly mate with respective top and bottom
face walls 2, 3 and end face walls 4, 5 of the package 1,
when the package 1 is in the opened configuration. Fur-
ther, in a depth direction of the dispenser 20, which is
from the rear wall 23 to the open end face, the dispenser
is designed to match with a corresponding depth of the
package 1 so that when the package 1 is inserted into
the dispenser 20, afront face 7 of the package 1 lies flush
with a front end of the peripheral wall 21.

[0082] An angle o between legs of the V-shape of the
cavity 23 is preferably in a range from 130° - 160° and
preferably about 150°. An angle B is defined as shown
in Fig. 1(c), which is the angle traversed by the dispensing
opening 11 as compared to a 0° closed configuration of
the dispensing opening 11. The angle  of the dispensing
opening 11 about the hinge 9 is preferably in the range
of 20°-50°. The form of the dispenser 20 determines the
opening angle of the package 1 by holding the package
1 open at that angle f in the opened configuration.
[0083] The package 1 is designed to be flexible so that
it can be flexed for a user to break open the perforation
line 8 to open the package 1. The dispenser 20 is a stiffer,
relatively non-flexible flexible structure that is able to bet-
ter hold the opened configuration of the package 1 and
which is able to be mounted to a room wall at the back
wall 22 of the dispenser 20 and take the load of the pack-
age 1 therein without deforming under the load. The dis-
penser 20 may be made of relatively thick molded plastic
or metal. The package may be made of a plastic film,
cardboard or paper.

[0084] To use, the package 1 may first be broken open
as described above to putitinto the opened configuration.
The opened package may then be inserted in the dis-
penser through the open front face. Alternatively, manip-
ulation of the package into the cavity 23 will tend to pull
the perforation line 8 apart so as to open the package 1.
As the package is pushed into the cavity 22 of the dis-
penser 20, a peak of the V-shape of the top wall part 25
of the peripheral wall 21 provides a first pressure point
against the hinge 9 of the package 1. The bottom wall
part 16 of the peripheral wall 21 provides second and
third pressure points on either side of the dispensing
opening 24 of the dispenser 20 against the bottom wall
face 3 on either side of the perforation line 8. Thus, a
three point load is applied to the package 1, which will
break open the perforation line 8 so as to open the pack-
age 1. The package 1 can be pushed fully into the dis-
penser 20 as shown in Figs. 2c and 2d so that the pe-
ripheral wall 21 is in sliding relation with the top and bot-
tom faces 2, 3 and the end faces 4, 5 of the package 1.
The package 1 can be slid back until a back wall 22 of
the dispenser 20 is contacted flush against a back wall
9 of the package 1.

[0085] The package 1 is held by the dispenser 20 in
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an opened configuration as shown in Fig. 2d. The dis-
pensing opening 11 of the package 1 is aligned with the
dispensing opening 24 of the dispenser 20 so that atissue
passes through the dispensing opening 11 of the pack-
age 1 and through the dispensing opening 24 of the dis-
penser 20 when a tissue is withdrawn from the stack of
tissues 10 in the package 1. The angle defined by the
cavity 23 defines the angle of the opened configuration
of the package 1 because of the close conformance be-
tween top and bottom face walls 2, 3 and end face walls
4, 5 of the package 1 and the peripheral wall 21 of the
dispenser 20. In the V-shaped opened configuration of
the package 1, an angle between the legs is according
totheranges given above, which are such that a sufficient
size dispensing opening 11 of the package 1 is provided,
yet the angle is not so great that the weight of the tissues
in the stack 10 tends to pull the stack through the dis-
pensing opening 11 without a user pulling a tissue of the
stack.

[0086] Various modifications could be made to the dis-
penser 20 according to that described above. For exam-
ple, the dispenser 20 could be filled by a stack of tissues
that are not provided in a package form. Such a stack of
tissues would be interfolded or folded so that a pull end
of each tissue occurs at the location of the longitudinal
central dispensing opening 24. In this case of the dis-
penser 20 itself forming a package for a stack of tissues,
the dispensing opening 24 may be more constricted than
that shown in Fig. 2a in order to avoid the stack of tissues
unintentionally falling through the dispensing opening 24.
[0087] Fig. 3 shows a wall mounting means for mount-
ing the dispenser as described above with respect to Fig.
2 to aroom wall. In the figure, there is shown a tiled room
wall for illustrative purposes. The dispenser 20 has a re-
cess 30 provided in a back wall 22 of the dispenser 20.
The recess 30 in the back wall is a continuation of the
dispensing opening 24 provided in the peripheral wall 21
that extends in a direction normal to the back wall 22.
The recess 30 is open at a bottom edge so that the dis-
penser 20 can be moved with respectto a fastening mem-
ber 31 already fastened on a room wall to receive the
fastening member 31 in the recess 30.

[0088] The fastening member 31 is plate-like and has
a peripheral edge defining a thickness direction of the
plate that is bifurcated so as to provide opposing lips 33,
34 having a recess therebetween. The opposing lips 33,
34 are dimensioned so that when the fastening member
31 is received in the recess 30 of the dispenser 20, the
opposing lips 33, 34 engage on opposing faces of the
back wall 22 of the dispenser 20. That is, the recess 32
of the fastening member 31 receives an edge of the re-
cess 30 of the back wall 22 when the dispenser 20 is
mounted to the fastening member 31. The fastening
member 31 can be attached to the room wall using ad-
hesive or other means such as screws.

[0089] To mount the dispenser 20 to a room wall, the
fastening member 31 is adhered to the room wall. The
dispenser 20 is positioned above the fastening member
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31 and slid downwardly so that an edge, in the thickness
direction of the recess 30 of the dispenser 20, is received
in the recess 32 of the fastening member 31 so that the
lips 33, 34 contact opposing faces of the rear wall 22 of
the dispenser 20. The recess 32 of the fastening member
31 extends about three sides of the fastening member
31 including a top side portion and side portions extend-
ing in a depending manner therefrom so as to corre-
spondingly receive top and side portions of the edge of
the recess 30 of the dispenser 20 in the recess 32 of the
fastening member 31. In this way, the dispenser 20 is
secured to the fastening member 31 and thus to the room
wall, in a direction normal to the room wall and in left,
right and down directions as one faces the room wall and
the dispenser 20. The dispenser 20 is only able to be
dismounted from the fastening member 31, and thus the
room wall, by moving it in a direction opposite to which
the dispenser 20 is slid onto the fastening member 31
during mounting. That is, to remove the dispenser 20
from the room wall and the fastening member 31, the
dispenser 20 must be moved in an upward direction until
an edge of the recess 30 comes out of contact, and out
of being disposed between, the first and second lips 33,
34 of the fastening member 31. Thus, the fastening mem-
ber 31 enables the dispenser 20 to be moved into a re-
leased configuration so as to be out of contact with the
fastening member 31, which may prove useful for tissue
loading and cleaning purposes.

[0090] Modifications may be made to the specific em-
bodiment shown in Fig. 3 for enabling the fastener 20 to
be mounted to a room wall. For example, the fastening
member 31 or indeed the dispenser 20 could have suc-
tion cups to secure it to the room wall. Alternatively, a
fastening member mounted to the room wall and the dis-
penser could have a magnetic cooperation for holding
them together. In another example, the dispenser 20
could be affixed directly to the room wall by way of screw
receiving holes through which screws are drilled into the
room wall to clamp the dispenser 20 against the room
wall. In another possibility, the dispenser 20 could define
atleast one channel having an enlarged opening through
the back wall 22 of the dispenser 20. The enlarged open-
ing in the channel is sized to allow an enlarged head of
a fastening member that protrudes from the room wall to
enterinto it. The dispenser 20 can then be moved relative
to the fastening member 31 so that the enlarged head of
the fastening member slides within the channel to a po-
sition where the fastening member 31 cannot pass out
of the channel in a direction normal to the room wall, and
preferably also in left and right directions as a user faces
the dispenser 20 and the room wall. In order to remove
the dispenser 20 from the fastening member 31 in such
a configuration, the enlarged head must be moved
through the channel until it reaches the enlarged opening
when the dispenser 20 can then be moved in a direction
normal to the room wall to detach it from the room wall
and the fastening member 31.

[0091] Itis, however, preferred thatthe fastening mem-
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ber 31 and the dispenser 20 be mounted to one another
by sliding the dispenser 20 from a position displaced from
the fastening member 31 to a position overlaying the fas-
tening member 31 whereat they cooperate so that move-
ment of the dispenser 20 relative to the fastening member
31 is prevented in a direction normal to the room
wall/plane of the fastening member and/or where relative
movement is only possible in a direction opposite to the
initial direction to slidably mount the dispenser 20 to the
fastening member 31.

[0092] Figs. 4a, 4b and 4c show various views of a
package comprising a stack of tissues not falling under
the scope of claim 1. The package 1 is substantially as
hereinbefore described with reference to Fig. 1 in that it
is openable and closable by breaking open a perforation
line 8 as the package 1 is flexed in a rotational direction
about the perforation line 8. The package 1 of Figs. 4a
to 4c further comprises lip members 40, 41 that overlap
when the package 1 is in the opened configuration as
shown in Figs. 4b and 4c. The overlap is in the tissue
withdrawal direction in that a tissue withdrawal direction
line 42 passes through both the first and the second lips.
The tissue withdrawal direction line is a line that passes
through a centre of the dispensing opening, where centre
is to be understood as the centre between the opposed
parts of the package 1 in the direction in which they move
apartin going from the closed configuration to the opened
configuration of the package 1. Looked atin another way,
the first lip member 40 has a major face that is in face-
to-face relation with a major face of the second lip mem-
ber 41 at an overlapping portion of the first and second
lip members 40, 41.

[0093] The first and second lip members 40, 41 are
flexible in that they are able to deflect downwardly in the
tissue withdrawal direction 42 and as they do so, the first
and second lip members 40, 41 move apart into a non-
overlapping relation (not shown). In Fig. 4b, the first lip
member 40 is shown to be more forwardly disposed than
the second lip member 41 in the tissue withdrawal direc-
tion 42. The first and second lip members 40, 41 are
flexible enough to be able to move into the opposite con-
figuration, whereby the second lip member 41 is more
forwardly disposed than the first lip member 40 in the
tissue withdrawal direction 42. Further, the first and sec-
ond lip members 40, 41 are resilient in that after defor-
mation in the tissue withdrawal direction and into a non-
overlapping state, they resiliently reform into an overlap-
ping state.

[0094] Referring to Fig. 4c, the overlapping lips 40, 41
can be seen in a plane view of a bottom face 3 of the
package 1. The overlapping lips 40,41 are shown with
the package 1 empty of tissues so that both lips 40,41
can be seen. If there was tissue in the package 1, the lip
41 would be covered by a pull tab portion of a bottom-
most tissue closest to the dispensing opening 11 that
protrudes through the dispensing opening 11 and the lips
40,41.Theoverlapping lips extend across the dispensing
opening 11 of the package 1 when the package 1 is in
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the opened configuration in a longitudinal direction of the
package 1. The dispensing opening 11 is provided in a
bottom face 3 of the package and extends between a
frontface 7 and a back face 6 of the package 1 to provide
a dispensing opening 11 that is open along a full width
of elongate tissues in the stack of tissues 10 in the pack-
age 1 so as to avoid crumpling of the tissues in the width
direction of the tissues during dispensing. The overlap-
ping lips 40, 41 likewise extend substantially along the
full length of the dispensing opening 11, which is from a
front face wall 7 to a back face wall 6 of the bottom face
3 of the package 1. The lips 40, 41 overlap at a opposing
ends in a length direction of the elongate dispensing
opening 11, where overlap is to be understood in the
context of the lips 40, 41 being deformed in the tissue
withdrawal direction 42 into a non-overlapping state.
There is thus provided overlapping portions 43 of the
overlapping lips 40, 41 at opposing longitudinal ends of
the dispensing opening 11 and a central non-overlapping
portion 44 disposed longitudinally between the opposing
overlapping portion 43. The overlapping portions 43 cov-
er the tissue in a tissue withdrawal direction 42 while the
non-overlapping portion 44 leaves the tissue in the pack-
age 1 uncovered in the tissue withdrawal direction 42.
The non-overlapping portion 44 allows a user to reach
through the lips 40, 41 to grasp a tissue most proximal
to the dispensing opening 11 in order to pull a pull tab
portion of that tissue through the dispensing opening 11
and through the overlapping lips 40,41 for subsequent
dispensing.

[0095] In use, a closed package 1 as shown in Fig. 4a
is taken and the perforation line 8 is broken apart by ro-
tating opposed longitudinal parts of the bottom face 3 on
either side of the perforation line 8 about the hinge 9 in
a direction so that the opposing parts of the bottom face
3 are moved apart and the perforation line 8 is thus bro-
ken. In the closed configuration 1, the overlapping lips
40, 41 are disposed in a most overlapping state with a
tissue 45 positioned between the more forward lip 40 in
the tissue withdrawal direction 42 and a less forward lip
41 in the tissue withdrawal direction 42. In the closed
configuration shown in Fig. 4a, before the perforation line
8isbroken, the overlapping lips 40, 41 are confined inside
the walls of the package 1. As the package 1 is opened
as described above, the lips 40, 41 move apart as they
are attached at one end to the opposing parts of the bot-
tom face wall 3 on either side of the perforation line 8.
The lips 40, 41 thus move from a most overlapping con-
figuration when the package is closed to a less overlap-
ping, but still overlapping, configuration as shown in Fig.
4b.

[0096] Referring to Fig. 4b, with the package 1 in the
opened configuration, the tissue 45 most proximal to the
dispensing opening 11 has a portion protruding through
the dispensing opening 11 and protruding from between
(in the tissue withdrawal direction 42) the overlapping
lips 40,41 so as to provide a pull tab portion of the tissue
45 for grasping by a user to dispense the tissue 45. The
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overlapping lips 40, 41 contact opposing faces of the tis-
sue 45 protruding through the lips 40, 41.

[0097] As a user pulls on the tissue 45 in the tissue
withdrawal direction 42, the more forwardly disposed lip
40 is deformed in the tissue withdrawal direction 42,
which also places the lips 40, 41 in a non-overlapping
configuration. The subsequent tissue in the stack adja-
cent the tissue 45 being pulled through the dispensing
opening 11 and the lips 40, 41 is pulled with the tissue
45 in the tissue withdrawal direction 42 because the sub-
sequent tissue 46 and the tissue 45 being dispensed are
in face-to-face contact. The subsequenttissue 46 comes
out through the lips 40, 41 so that the tissue 45 is in
contact with the more forwardly disposed lip in the tissue
withdrawal direction 42 and the subsequent tissue 46 is
in contact with the less forwardly disposed lip 41 in the
tissue withdrawal direction 42. As the first tissue 45 in
the tissue withdrawing sequence of the stack of tissues
10 is pulled through the dispensing opening 11 to such
an extent that the next tissue 46 in the tissue withdrawal
sequence of the stack of tissues 10 comes into contact
with the lip 41, the lip 41 is further deformed in the tissue
withdrawal direction 42 to allow the subsequent tissue
46 to be pulled through the first and second lips 40, 41.
Once the first tissue 45 is pulled completely through the
dispensing opening 1 and the lips 40, 41 so that the tissue
45 is no longer in contact with either of the lips 40, 41,
that tissue 45 has been dispensed. At this point, the lip
41 falls back to its original non-deformed state at a slower
rate than the lip 40 because of the contact of the subse-
quent tissue 46 with it. Accordingly, the previously more
forwardly disposed lip 40 falls back so as to be behind
the previously more rearwardly disposed lip 41 in the
tissue withdrawal direction 42. The lips 40, 41 have thus
alternated with respect to which of the lips is more for-
wardly disposed as each tissue is dispensed.

[0098] The tissue 46 is now the first tissue in the tissue
withdrawal sequence of the stack of tissues 10 and pro-
trudes through the lips 40, 41 to provide a pull tab portion
for grasping by a user to dispense the tissue 46. This
sequence of steps repeats for each subsequently with-
drawn tissue with the overlapping lips alternating as to
which of the lips is more forwardly disposed.

[0099] The overlapping portions 43 of the overlapping
lips 40, 41 contact opposing faces of the tissue being
withdrawn through the dispensing opening 11 at oppos-
ing lateral portions of the elongate tissue as it is being
withdrawn in a longitudinal direction of the tissue. This
contact of opposing faces of the tissue being withdrawn
by the overlapping portions 43 of the overlapping lips 40,
41 is a pinching type contact on opposing faces of the
tissue. In the non-overlapping portion 44 of the lips 40,
41, the tissue being withdrawn may be contacted by one
or the other of the lips 40, 41, but the contact is not so
as to pinch the tissue as it is being withdrawn. Pinching
of opposing lateral portions of an elongate tissue as it is
being withdrawn, with a central lateral portion between
the opposing lateral portions of the tissue not being
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pinched, tends to avoid crumpling of the tissue in a lateral
direction during dispensing.

[0100] The above description of the overlapping lips
40, 41 has been given in the context of a package 1 as
described previously with respect to the embodiments of
Figs. 1 and 2. Such a package 1 is disposable and is thus
made of less hardwearing materials such as a thin poly-
mer wrap, paper or cardboard. In an alternative embod-
iment, the overlapping lips could be applied on either side
of a more hardwearing container for a stack of tissues.
Such a container could be wall mountable and made of
suitably rigid polymers or metal. The overlapping lips 40,
41 would be arranged on opposing lateral sides of an
elongate dispensing opening for such a container. The
lips would be attached to the container on either side of
the dispensing opening and extend across the dispens-
ing opening in a cantilevered manner so as to partially
overlap such that a line normal to a plane of the dispens-
ing opening would pass through both lips where they
overlap. The lips would be shaped and function as de-
scribed above with respect to Figs. 4a - 4c. For a con-
tainer having a fixed dispensing opening, the description
of the overlapping lips 40, 41 with respect to the closed
configuration of the package 1 may not be applicable.
With a fixed dispensing opening 11, that is a dispensing
opening 11 that is not formed by opposing parts of a
container or package that move away from one another,
the overlapping lips would not move from a more over-
lapping configuration as shown in Fig. 4a to a less over-
lapping, but still overlapping configuration, as shown in
Fig. 4b.

[0101] Inone aspectofthe presentinvention, the pack-
age 1 comprising a stack of tissues 10 also comprises a
cover 50 for covering the stack of tissues 10 in a thickness
or stacking direction of the stack of tissues 10 when the
package 1 is in the opened configuration, as shown in
Fig 5. The stack of tissues 10 has opposing major faces
provided at least in part by a first and last tissue in a
stacking sequence of the stack of tissues 10. The pack-
age 1 opens at the dispensing opening 11 so as to reveal
the major face of the stack of tissues 10 corresponding
to the first tissue in the stack 10. A hinge 9 of the package
1is provided across, in a lateral direction, of an opposing
major face of the stack of tissues 10 so that the package
1opens about the hinge 9 to provide the dispensing open-
ing 11. Connecting the hinge 9 and the dispensing open-
ing 11 are opposing front end rear face walls 6, 7 of the
package 1 that also open about the hinge 9 so as to
reveal the stack of tissues 10 in a thickness direction of
the stack of tissues 10.

[0102] The opening in the back and front face walls 6,
7 of the package 1 is greater in extent toward the dis-
pensing opening 11 from the hinge 9 when the package
9is in the opened configuration. The opening is between
opposing parts or, in the shown embodiments, halves
51, 52 of the front and back face walls 6, 7 when the
package 1 is in the opened configuration. The cover 50
is attached to one of the parts 51, 52 on a front face 7 of
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the package 1 and extends across the opening between
the opposing parts 51, 52 of the front face 7 to the other
part 51, 52 to protect the stack of tissues 10 from con-
tamination, such as by dust. The cover 50 is attached to
one of the parts 51, 52, yet is unattached to the other
part 51, 52 of the front face 7 when the package 1 is in
the opened configuration so that it moves with one of the
parts 51, 52 and is slidable with respect to the other part
51, 52. The cover 50 is attached to one of the parts on
the inside of the package 1. In the closed configuration
of the package 1, before the perforation line 8 is broken,
the cover 50 is covered by the package 1 so that the
cover 50 is inside the package 1.

[0103] The cover 50 is triangular in shape so that a
peak of the triangle is positioned at the hinge 9 side of
the opening between the opposing parts 51, 52 of the
front face 7 when the package 1 is in the opened config-
uration and a base of the triangle defined by the cover
50 is disposed at a dispensing opening 11 side of the
front face 7. In this way, the shape of the cover 50 con-
forms to the shape of the opening between the opposing
parts 51, 52 of the package 1 when the package 1 is in
the opened configuration. The cover 50 thus provides an
effective dust cover for the full extent of the stack of tis-
sues 10 that would otherwise be revealed in the stacking
direction when the package 1 is in the opened configu-
ration.

[0104] In use, the package 1 is grasped at opposing
longitudinal ends thereof with the fingers on a bottom
face wall 3 of the package 1 thumbs on a top face wall 2
of the package 1 and palms contacting opposing longi-
tudinal end face walls 4, 5 of the package 1, as shown
by the hands 54 in Fig. 5. The thumbs are pushed into
the top face of the package 1, while the fingers of the
hand 54 are moved apart so as to break a line of perfo-
ration 8 to provide a dispensing opening 11 in the bottom
face wall 3 of the package 1, a hinge 9 in the top face
wall 2 of the package 1 and front and rear openings in
the package 1 that connect the hinge 9 and the dispens-
ingopening 11. Parts 51, 52 of the package 1 move apart
from one another as the package 1 is opened about the
hinge 9. The cover 50 moves with the part 51, 52 of the
package 1 that it is attached to and slides relative to the
other part 51, 52. The cover 50 provides a dust cover
when the package 1 is in the opened configuration cov-
ering the stack of tissues 10 in the stacking direction of
the tissues.

[0105] The cover 50 is preferably transparent so that
a user can view through it to determine a level of deple-
tion, which is determined by the number of tissues left in
the stack 10, of the package 1. The cover 50 may be
made of a polymer film.

[0106] Ina modification of the package 1 shown in Fig.
5, a cover 50 could be provided on opposing faces of the
package 1, where those faces extend in the stacking di-
rection of the stack of tissues 10. Thus, in the shown
embodiment of Fig. 5, a cover 50 would be provided that
covers an opening between opposing parts 51, 52 of the
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package 1 in the rear face wall 6 and the front face wall
7 of the package 1.

[0107] In another modification of the embodiment
shown in Fig. 5, the cover 50 could be attached on an
outside of the package 1. Aesthetically this modification
may not be as desirable as that shown in Fig. 5, where
the cover 50 cannot be viewed until the package 1 is
opened.

[0108] The package 1 of Fig. 5 has been described
above with respect to top, bottom, back and front face
walls 2, 3, 6, 7 of the package 1. The cover 50 could,
however, be provided for other types of package 1 than
that shown in Fig. 5. Thus, any package that opens in
three faces about a hinge provided in the fourth face of
the package 1 to reveal tissues in the three faces could
desirably include a cover for one, two or three of the faces
to provide dust protection for the tissue of the package.
Such a cover is attached on a part of the package 1 on
one side of the opening and is slidable with respect to a
part of the package on the other side of the opening and
preferably is attached on an inside of the package so that
the package covers the cover when the package is in a
closed configuration. Preferably, the dispensing opening
revealed by a face of the package opposing the hinge
face is not covered or is only partially covered by the
cover so that a user is not hindered from grasping the
underlying tissues through the dispensing opening. More
preferably, the cover is disposed with respect to, prefer-
ably only with respect to, covering one or both of the
faces of the stack that extend between a hinge face of
the package and a dispensing opening.

[0109] Referring to Fig. 6, an interfolding pattern for
the stack of tissues 10 in the package 1 can be seen.
The stack of tissues 10 comprises a first tissue 45, a
second tissue 46 and a sequence of further tissues until
the last tissue 47 that are interfolded to form the stack of
tissues 10. For any given tissue in the stack 10 (except
forthefirst and last tissues 45, 47 in the tissue withdrawal
sequence of the stack 10), the given tissue 46 is folded
so as to provide a leading panel 46’ and a trailing panel
46" connected by afold 46™. The given tissue 46 is elon-
gate and the fold 46™" extends laterally across the given
tissue 46. The leading panel 46’ is in partial face-to-face
relation (along a partial longitudinal extent of the leading
panel in the longitudinal direction of the tissue 46) with a
trailing panel of a previous tissue 45 in the tissue with-
drawal sequence of the stack 10. Further, a trailing panel
of the given tissue 46 is in partial overlapping face-to-
face relation with a leading panel of a next tissue in the
tissue withdrawal tissue. In this way, as the tissue 45
previous to the given tissue 46 is withdrawn, the tissue
46 travels with it in the tissue withdrawal direction as a
result of a trailing panel of the previous tissue 45 being
in face-to-face overlapping relation with a leading panel
of the given tissue 46. Likewise as the given tissue 46 is
withdrawn, the next tissue 48 travels with it as a result of
a leading panel of the next tissue being in face-to-face
overlapping relation with a trailing panel of the given tis-
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sue 46.

[0110] Referring to Fig. 6, the leading pane! 46’ of the
given tissue 46 overlaps with a trailing panel of the pre-
vious tissue 45 in the tissue withdrawal sequence to a
partial extent along a longitudinal axis of the given tissue
46. Likewise, a trailing panel 46" of the given tissue 46
overlaps partially with a leading panel of the next tissue
48 in the tissue withdrawal sequence to a partial extent
along a longitudinal axis of the given tissue 46. There is
thus provided an elongate stack 10 having a central por-
tion 60 between opposed longitudinal end portions 61
where the leading and trailing panels of the tissues in the
stack 10 overlap with one anotherin face-to-face relation.
At the opposed longitudinal ends 61 of the stack 10, ad-
jacent tissues in the stack 10 do not overlap with one
another. Thus, for the given tissue 46, there is a leading
panel 46’ overlapping with a trailing panel of a previous
tissue 45 in the tissue withdrawal sequence along a first
portion of the leading panel 46'. Likewise, the trailing pan-
el 46" overlaps in face-to-face relation with a leading pan-
el of a next tissue 48 in the tissue withdrawal sequence
of the stack 10 along a second partial extent of the trailing
panel 46" in a longitudinal direction of the tissue 46.
There is thus first and second longitudinal portions of the
given tissue 46, which are separated by the fold 46™ that
do not overlap with adjacent tissues in the tissue with-
drawal sequence that. The overlapping portions of the
tissues in the stack 10 correspond to the overlapping
portion 60 of the stack, while the non-overlapping por-
tions of the tissues in the stack 10 correspond to the non-
overlapping portions of the stack 10 at opposed longitu-
dinal ends 61 of the stack 10.

[0111] In a longitudinal direction of the elongate stack
10, a ratio of a longitudinal extent of the overlapping por-
tion 60 to a longitudinal extent of the stack 10 is about
30%.

[0112] The overlapping region 60 of the stack 10 is a
central region between opposed longitudinal portions 61
of the elongate stack 10. The package 1 is configured so
that a dispensing opening 11, and the perforation line 8
that has to be broken to create the dispensing opening,
is disposed in the central region of the stack 10. The
weight of the stack 10 is thus centrally biased in the over-
lapping region 61 so that the overlapping region 60
weighs more than either of opposed non-overlapping lon-
gitudinal end portions 61 of the stack 10 when a longitu-
dinal axis of the stack 10 is aligned horizontally.

[0113] In use, with respect to any given tissue 46 in
the stack 10, as the previous tissue in the tissue stacking
sequence 45 is withdrawn through the dispensing open-
ing 11 (as described previously) of the package 1, the
slack provided by the longitudinal extent of the next tissue
45 that does not overlap with the second tissue 46 is
taken up. Once the slack is taken up, and the next tissue
45 is withdrawn through the dispensing opening 11 to a
major longitudinal extent of the tissue 45, tension along
the tissue withdrawal direction of the next tissue 45 is
transferred to the given tissue 46 by way of the face-to-
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face interaction between a portion of the trailing panel of
the next tissue 45 and a portion of the leading panel 46’
of the given tissue 46. Once the tissue 45 is withdrawn
through the dispensing opening so that the full longitudi-
nal extent of the overlapping portion of the leading panel
of the given tissue 46 protrudes through the dispensing
opening 11, the next tissue 45 is released from the given
tissue 46 and is dispensed from the stack 10 and the
package 1. The given tissue 46 that protrudes through
the dispensing opening 11 may then be grasped by a
user for dispensing. The slack in the given tissue 46
where it is not in overlapping face-to-face relation with
the next tissue 48 in the tissue withdrawing sequence
can be taken up until it reaches an overlapping portion
between a face of the trailing panel 46" and a face of a
portion of a leading panel of the next tissue 48. At this
point, pulling on the given tissue 46 causes the next tissue
48 to travel with it because of the face-to-face interaction
between the given tissue and the next tissue 48 at the
overlapping portion thereof. This procedure is repeated
in order to dispense any given tissue in the stack 10.
[0114] The stack may be made up of multiply folded
sheets, rather than the single fold shown. In this case,
any given sheet will overlap with adjacent sheets along
a partial extent of its leading and trailing panels. There
will also be at least one intermediate panel between the
leading and trailing parts. Further, the sheets of the stack
may include a perforation line connecting adjacent pan-
els of the sheet so that the sheet can be divided into at
least two pieces at one or more perforation lines con-
necting panels.

[0115] A ratio of an extent of a longitudinal extent of
the overlapping region 60 of the stack 10 to a longitudinal
extent of the stack 10 as a whole has been described
above as being about 0.3. The ratio is preferably as out-
lined above in the summary section, which may prefer-
ably be 0.25 to 0.5.

[0116] Fig. 7 discloses a preferred embodiment of a
moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70. The moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70 is in an open configuration in
Fig. 7a and is in a closed configuration in Fig. 7b. The
moist non-woven sheet dispenser has a receptacle 71
for receiving a stack of moist non-woven sheets. The
receptacle has first and second opposed major faces,
first and second opposed minor faces and first and sec-
ond intermediate sized opposed faces. The major faces
are provided by top and bottom wall faces 72, 73, the
minor faces are provided by opposed end wall faces 74,
75 and the intermediate sized faces are provided op-
posed front and back faces 76, 77. The top wall face 72
is characterised by having a dispensing opening 78 in a
central region thereof. The front face 76 is characterised
by having a recess and catch 79 formed therein for re-
ceiving a tab 80 of a lid 81 therein in order to secure the
lid in the closed configuration of Fig. 7b. The back face
wall 77 is characterised by having a hinge member 82
extending therefrom so as to hingedly connect a lid 81
to the receptacle 71. The opposed end face walls 74, 75
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and the opposed front and back face walls 76, 77 depend
from the top face wall 72 and partially define a moist non-
woven sheet receiving cavity of the receptacle 77. A bot-
tom face of the receptacle 77, as defined by the end face
walls 74, 75 and the front and back face walls 76, 77, is
open so that tissues can be inserted into the receptacle
77 through its open bottom face 73.

[0117] The moist non-woven sheet dispenser has a
bottom part 83 that is removably fittable in the open bot-
tom face of the receptacle 71. The bottom part 83 is
shown removed from the receptacle 71 in Fig. 7c and
attached to the receptacle 71 in Figs. 7a and 7b. The
bottom part 83 provides an upstanding platform 84 sur-
rounded by a peripheral flange 85. The platform 84 is
sized so as to be fittingly received by the inside of the
opposed end walls 74, 75 and the front and back walls
76, 77. A top surface 86 of the platform 84 provides a
base of the receptacle 71 upon which a stack of moist
non-woven sheets can lay. Depending from the platform
84 of the bottom part 83 is a triangular prism shaped part
87, which defines a standing surface for the moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70.

[0118] The moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 fur-
ther comprises a lid 81 that is hingedly connected to the
receptacle 71 by way of the hinge member 72. The lid
81 is movable by pivoting about the hinge member 82
between opened and closed configurations. The lid 81
defines about its periphery a depending flange that fits
over and outside of an upstanding flange 89 extending
about a periphery of the top surface 72 of the receptacle
77. The depending flange 88 of the lid 81 and the up-
standing flange 89 extending about the periphery of the
top surface 72 of the receptacle 71 sealingly engage with
one another, with the depending flange 88 of the lid 81
being positioned peripherally outside the upstanding
flange 89 of the receptacle 71. Referring to Fig. 7b, the
top surface 90 of the moist non-woven sheet dispenser
is smooth and continuous for easy wiping.

[0119] The dispensing opening 78 of the top surface
72 of the receptacle 71 is partially closed by an insert 91
that extends around the dispensing opening and has in-
wardly protruding flaps 92 separated by slits 93. The flaps
are circumferentially distributed about a central hole
through which the tissue passes in exiting the dispensing
opening 78 and the insert 91.

[0120] Touse,thelid81isgraspedbyathumbinserted
into the recess of the catch and recess 79 when the moist
non-woven sheet dispenser 70 is in the closed configu-
ration. The thumb thus pulls the lid 81 so as to rotate
about the hinge member 82, which causes the tab 80 to
deform away from a catch at the top of the catch and
recess 79 to thereby release the lid 81 for movement into
the opened configuration as shown in Fig. 7a. Opening
the moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 reveals the top
surface 72 and a dispensing opening 78. A moist non-
woven sheet can be withdrawn from the receptacle 77
through the dispensing opening 78 in the top surface 72
of the receptacle 71 and through the insert 91 that par-
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tially closes the dispensing opening 78. As a tissue is
pulled through the insert 91, the flaps 92 deform in the
tissue withdrawal direction, which serves to scrunch the
moist non-woven sheet as it is being withdrawn, which
may allow any excess moisture on the tissue to be
squeezed off and kept inside the receptacle 71. After a
tissue has been withdrawn, the lid 81 can be closed again
so that the tab 80 is deformed outwardly to allow it to
pass over a catch and then resiliently reforms inwardly
so as to be received in the recess of the catch and recess
79. In the closed configuration, the depending peripheral
flange 88 of the lid 81 sealingly mates with an upstanding
peripheral flange 89 of the receptacle 71. These flanges
may be at least partly formed of a resilient or rubber-like
material in order to improve the sealing capabilities. Like-
wise, the insert 91 can be made of a rubber-like material
to allow the flaps 92 to resiliently reform and also for
sealing the dispensing opening 78.

[0121] When a replacement stack of moist non-woven
sheets is to be inserted in the receptacle 71 of the moist
non-woven sheet dispenser 70, the bottom part 83 is re-
moved so that the platform 84 comes out of engagement
with the front, back and end face walls 76, 77, 74 and 75
of the receptacle 71. The receptacle 71 can then be
turned over so that the cavity defined by the walls of the
receptacles 71 faces upwards. A stack of moist non-wo-
ven sheets can then be inserted into the cavity defined
by the receptacle 71 and the bottom part 83 can be in-
serted so that it sealingly mates with the front, back and
end face walls 76, 77, 74 and 75 of the receptacle 71. A
top face 86 of the platform 84 is thus in face-to-face re-
lation with a bottom tissue of the stack of moist non-wo-
ven sheets inserted in the receptacle 71. The moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70 can then be turned back
around so that the lid 81 and the dispensing opening 78
is faced upwards. In inserting the bottom part 83, the
platform 84 may be slightly compressed by the walls of
the receptacle 71 as it is inserted so as to ensure a fast
engagement between the bottom part 83 and the walls
ofthe receptacle 71, which is also a sealing engagement.
Thus, the bottom part 83 is made of a resilient material.
The bottom part 83 may be made of a rubber or rubber-
like material.

[0122] Inthe closed configuration shown in Fig. 7b, the
moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 is substantially
sealed and thus prevents escape of moisture from the
dispenser 70. The sealingly mating flanges 88, 89 of the
lid 81 and receptacle 71, respectively, prevent any mois-
ture from escaping along a path through the dispensing
opening 78, inagap betweenthelid 81 and the receptacle
and the top surface 72 of the receptacle 71 and thus out
of the moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70. Further, the
sealing engagement between the bottom part 83 and the
depending walls 74, 75, 76 and 77 of the receptacle 71
prevents any moisture from escaping from the open bot-
tom face of the receptacle 71.

[0123] In the shown embodiment, the bottom part 83
provides a standing surface of the moist non-woven
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sheet dispenser 70 that is not flat relative to the lid 90.
Instead, it defines depending sloped surfaces that meet
at a central point. Such bottom surfaces have a function
that will become clear in the following. The moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70 could be made so as to have
a flat bottom surface in order to allow it to stand on a
counter top so that the plane of the top surface 72 and
the plane of the lid 90 presents a substantially flat surface
(relative to the counter top) that faces upwardly to a user.
[0124] The insert 91 is provided in the form of a flap
92 and slit 93 structure where the flaps define a circum-
ference of a central opening through which moist non-
woven sheet can be withdrawn. Other types of resilient
inserts 91 are known in the art. The insert 91 could be
modified so as to define just one slit, which could be
straight or wavelike. Similarly, the closing mechanism,
which is a tab 80 and catch and recess structure in the
shown embodiment, could be any known type of closure
mechanism. For example, the receptacle 71 could define
a protruding tab in a front face 76 and the lid 81 could
have a mating lip that can be resiliently deformed out-
wardly to pass over the tab and when released resiliently
reforms so that the lip catches onto the tab to thereby
secure the moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 in the
closed configuration.

[0125] Fig. 8 discloses a moist and dry tissue dispens-
ing system 90 comprising a dry tissue dispenser 20 and
a moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70. The dry tissue
dispenser is as described above with respect to Fig. 2.
The moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 is as described
above with respect to Fig. 7. The moist non-woven sheet
dispenser 70 carries a stack of moist non-woven sheet
in the receptacle 71 thereof. The dry tissue dispenser 20
carries a package 1 comprising a stack of dry tissues 10.
The dry tissue dispenser 20 is adapted to be mounted to
a room wall by way of a back plate 22. The peripheral
wall extending from the rear plate 22 in a direction of a
normal to the plane defined by the rear plate 22 has a
bottom face part 26 and a top face part 25. The bottom
face part 26 is characterised by having a dispensing
opening 24 through which a dispensing opening 11 of
the package 1 can be accessed so that dry tissues in the
package 1 can be withdrawn. The top face part 25 of the
dry tissue dispenser 20 defines a depending V-shape in
an outer surface thereof. The moist non-woven sheet dis-
penser 70 has the bottom part 83 that also defines a V-
shaped recess as a bottom outer surface. The V-shape
of the bottom part 83 of the moist non-woven sheet dis-
penser 70 and the top part 75 of the dry tissue dispenser
20 substantially fit with one another so that the moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70 is securely received by the
dry tissue dispenser 20. The moist non woven sheet dis-
penser 70 sits atop the dry tissue dispenser 20 and they
have cooperating interfacing surfaces, which prevent rel-
ative movement of the moist non-woven sheet dispenser
70 along an axis extending between opposing end face
walls 27, 28 of the dry tissue dispenser and end face
walls 74, 75 of the moist non-woven sheet dispenser.
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[0126] In use, the dry tissue dispenser is mounted to
a room wall so that the rear plate 22 is mounted against
the room wall. A normal direction to the room wall and to
the rear plate 22 can be defined as a Z direction. The
moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 can then be placed
on top of the dry tissue dispenser 20 so as to provide a
moist and dry tissue dispensing system 90. A package
of dry tissues 1 is inserted through an open front face of
the dry tissue dispenser 20, as described previously with
respect to Fig. 2. The lid 81 of the moist non-woven sheet
dispenser 70 can be opened as shown in Fig. 7a so as
to reveal the dispensing opening 78. A user can withdraw
tissue from the dispensing opening 78 of the moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70 and can withdraw dry tissue
through the dispensing opening 11 of the package 1 and
the dispensing opening 24 of the dry tissue dispenser
20, as needed. The moist and dry tissues are dispensed
in opposing tissue withdrawal directions, which can be
considered to lie along a Y-axis perpendicular to the Z-
axis. An X-axis can also be defined that is perpendicular
to the Y axis and the Z-axis and extends in a direction
between opposing end face walls 27, 28 of the dry tissue
dispenser 20 and between opposing end face walls 74,
75 of the moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70. The de-
pending sloped surfaces at the bottom of the moist non-
woven sheet dispenser and the depending slopes sur-
faces of the top surface of the dry tissue dispenser 20
matingly interact so that the sloped surfaces of the dry
tissue dispenser 20 resist movement of the moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70 in the X-direction.

[0127] The dry tissue dispenser 20 can be easily re-
filled by replacing the package 1 therein with a fresh pack-
agethrough an open frontface of the dry tissue dispenser
20. The moist non-woven sheet dispenser can be easily
refilled by tipping it up and removing the bottom part 83
from the receptacle 71 and inserting a new stack of moist
non-woven sheets in the open face presented by the up-
turned receptacle 71 of the moist non-woven sheet dis-
penser 70. The bottom part 83 can then be replaced and
the moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 repositioned
back ontop of the dry tissue dispenser 20. The depending
nature of the bottom part 83 means that the moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70 has a centre of gravity posi-
tioned within the bottom part 83 and preferably also within
an X-directional line connecting opposing sloping surfac-
es of the top part 25 of the dry tissue dispenser 20. This
provides a particularly stable configuration for the moist
non-woven sheet dispenser 70 which preferably allows
a user to withdraw moist non-woven sheets from the
moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 using only one
hand. That is, the moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70
is notrequired to be stabilised with one hand so that moist
non-woven sheets can be withdrawn from the moist non-
woven sheet dispenser 70 with the other hand.

[0128] In a modification of the dry tissue dispenser 20
shown in Figs. 8a and 8b, there may also be provided
front and back upstanding flanges that contact front and
back faces 76, 77 of the moist non-woven sheet dispens-
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er 70 so as to resist movement of the moist non-woven
sheetdispenser 70 in the Z-direction when tissue is being
withdrawn from the moist non-woven sheet dispenser
70. Similarly, upstanding flanges can be positioned at
opposed end plates 27, 28 of the dry tissue dispenser so
as to contact end faces 74, 75 of the moist non-woven
sheet dispenser. Preferably, upstanding flanges extend
about a periphery of a top face part 25 of the dry tissue
dispenser 20, which will thus surround front, back and
end face walls 76, 77, 74 and 75 of the moist non-woven
sheet dispenser to keep the moist non-woven sheet dis-
penser 70 in positioninthe X and Z directions when tissue
is being dispensed from the moist non-woven sheet dis-
penser 70. As with the cooperating interfacing surfaces
shown in Fig. 8a and 8b, such upstanding flanges do not
hinder movement of the moist non-woven sheet dispens-
er 70 in the Y direction for when the moist non-woven
sheet dispenser 70 has to be refilled.

[0129] The moist non-woven sheet dispenser 70 may
have a bottom surface that does not define a depending
v-shape such as a flat surface. It may be provided with
means for securing it to a room surface such as a counter
top. The means could be suction cup means, forexample.
In this case, the cooperating interfacing surfaces be-
tween the moist and dry dispensers 20, 70 are not nec-
essarily required, although they are preferred. Alterna-
tively, there could be a magnetic interaction to secure
the moist and dry dispensers 20, 70 together. These al-
ternative securement means (magnetic/suction cup/oth-
erwise) do not have the aesthetic advantage of the
male/female interfitting bottom and top surfaces of the
moist and dry sheet dispensers 20,70 of the system 90
of Fig. 8.

[0130] Thedrytissue paperofall aspects ofthe present
invention is preferably toilet paper, which is characteristic
over other kinds of hygiene tissue paper, such as facial
tissue paper, as known by the skilled person. It may be
embossed, and it may be single-ply or multiply. One char-
acteristic feature of braided paper as compared to other
types of hygiene or absorbent paper is its dissolvability.
Toilet paper has a characteristic bowl or shortly after
flushing. Other types of tissue paper include wet strength
agents to reduce their water dissolvability.

[0131] In a preferred embodiment, the feature de-
scribed above relating to the breakable package of Fig.
1, the dispenser of Fig. 1, the overlapping lips of the pack-
age of Fig. 5, the interfolding arrangement of Fig. 6 and
the moist non-woven sheet dispenser of Fig. 7 are com-
bined in a system as shown in Fig. 8.

[0132] The scope of the absorbent tissue paper sys-
tems of the present invention is defined in the following
claims.

Claims

1. Apackage (1) comprising astack (10) of tissue paper
sheets, wherein the package is openable by moving
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one part (51) of the package relative to another part
(52) of the package so that a first portion of the stack
of tissue paper sheets is uncovered by the package,
and wherein a cover (50)is moveable with one of the
parts relative to the other part so as to cover the first
portion of the stack, and wherein the cover is con-
figured to move relative to the other part of the pack-
age in a sliding manner as the package is opened,
characterised in that the package has a hinge por-
tion (9) and the package is openable and closeable
by rotation about the hinge portion so that parts (51,
52) of the package (1) move apart from each other
as the package (1) is opened about the hinge (9),
and wherein rotation of the package about the hinge
is such as to provide a dispensing opening (11) in
the package through which a bottom sheet in the
stack can be withdrawn, where the bottom sheet is
on an opposing side of the stack to the hinge, and
also to provide a side opening through which the
stack is uncovered by the package in a stacking di-
rection of the package, wherein the side opening be-
comes more spread apart from the hinge end to the
dispensing opening end, and wherein the cover is
configured to cover the side opening.

The package of claim 1, wherein the stack of sheets
includes a top sheet providing a top of the stack, a
bottom sheet providing a bottom of the stack and a
number of sheets stacked between the top and bot-
tom sheets providing sides of the stack connecting
the top and bottom of the stack, and wherein the
cover is configured to cover a side of the stack of
tissues when the package is in the opened configu-
ration.

The package of claims 1 or 2, wherein the cover is
see-through enough and the cover is so positioned
that the user can observe the position of the last
sheet in the stack as the package approaches an
empty state.

The package of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the cover is substantially correspondingly shaped to
the side opening.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Verpackung (1), einen Stapel (10) an Tissuepapier-
bdgen umfassend, wobei die Verpackung durch Be-
wegen eines Teils (51) der Verpackung im Verhaltnis
zu einem anderen Teil (52) der Verpackung gedffnet
werden kann, sodass ein erster Abschnitt des Sta-
pels an Tissuepapierbdégen von der Verpackung frei-
gelegt wird, und wobei eine Abdeckung (50) mit ei-
nem der Teile im Verhaltnis zum anderen Teil be-
weglich ist, um den ersten Abschnitt des Stapels ab-
zudecken, und wobei die Abdeckung konfiguriert ist,
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um sich im Verhaltnis zum anderen Teil der Verpa-
ckung gleitend zu bewegen, wenn die Verpackung
geoffnet wird,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

die Verpackung einen Gelenkabschnitt (9) aufweist
und die Verpackung durch eine Drehung um den Ge-
lenkabschnitt gedéffnet und geschlossen werden
kann, sodass sich Teile (51, 52) der Verpackung (1)
voneinander wegbewegen, wenn die Verpackung
(1) um das Gelenk (9) gedffnet wird, und wobei eine
Drehung der Verpackung um das Gelenk dergestalt
ist, um eine Abgabedffnung (11) in der Verpackung
bereitzustellen, durch die ein unterer Bogen im Sta-
pel entnommen werden kann, wobei der untere Bo-
gen an einer gegenlberliegenden Seite des Stapels
zum Gelenk ist, und ebenso, um eine seitliche Off-
nung bereitzustellen, durch die der Stapel durch die
Verpackung in eine Stapelrichtung der Verpackung
enthiillt wird, wobei die seitliche Offnung zum Abga-
bedffnungsende hin weiter vom Gelenkende abge-
spreizt wird, und wobei die Abdeckung konfiguriert
ist, um die seitliche (")ffnung abzudecken.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Stapel von
Bdgen einen oberen Bogen enthalt, der eine Ober-
seite des Stapels bereitstellt, einen unteren Bogen,
der eine Unterseite des Stapels bereitstellt und eine
Anzahl an Bégen, die zwischen dem oberen und un-
teren Bogen gestapelt werden, die Seiten des Sta-
pels bereitstellen, die die Oberseite und die Unter-
seite des Stapels verbinden, und wobei die Abde-
ckung konfiguriertist, um eine Seite des Tissue-Sta-
pels abzudecken, wenn die Verpackung in der ge-
offneten Konfiguration ist.

Verpackung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Ab-
deckung durchsichtig genug ist und die Abdeckung
so positioniertist, dass der Benutzer die Position des
letzten Bogens im Stapel feststellen kann, wenn sich
die Verpackung einem leeren Zustand annahert.

Verpackung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei die Abdeckung im Wesentlichen der
Seitendffnung entsprechend geformt ist.

Revendications

Paquet (1) comprenant une pile de feuilles en papier
absorbant, dans lequel le paquet peut étre ouvert en
déplacant une partie (51) du paquet par rapport a
une autre partie (52) du paquet de maniére a ce
qu’une premiére partie de la pile de feuilles en papier
absorbant soit découverte du paquet, et dans lequel
un couvercle (50) est déplagable avec I'une des par-
ties par rapport a I'autre partie pour recouvrir la pre-
miére partie de la pile, et dans lequel le couvercle
est configuré pour se déplacer en glissant par rap-
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port a l'autre partie du paquet lors d’'une ouverture
du paquet,

caractérisé en ce que le paquet a une partie d’ar-
ticulation (9) et le paquet peut étre ouvert et fermé
par rotation autour de la partie d’articulation de sorte
que les parties (51, 52) du paquet (1) s’éloignent
'une de l'autre lors d’'une ouverture du paquet (1)
autour de l'articulation (9), et dans lequel la rotation
du paquet autour de l'articulation est telle qu’elle
fournit une ouverture de distribution (11) dans le pa-
quet a travers laquelle une feuille inférieure dans la
pile peut étre retirée, la feuille inférieure étant sur un
cété de la pile opposé a l'articulation, et également
telle qu’elle fournit une ouverture latérale a travers
laquelle la pile est découverte du paquet dans une
direction d’empilement du paquet, dans lequel
I'ouverture latérale s’élargit de I'extrémité d’articula-
tion vers I'extrémité d’ouverture de distribution, et
dans lequel le couvercle est configuré pour recouvrir
'ouverture latérale.

Paquet selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la pile
de feuilles comprend une feuille supérieure fournis-
sant un sommet de la pile, une feuille inférieure four-
nissant un fond de la pile et un certain nombre de
feuilles empilées entre les feuilles supérieure et in-
férieure fournissant des co6tés de la pile reliant le
sommet et le fond de la pile, et dans lequel le cou-
vercle est configuré pour recouvrir un coté de la pile
de papiers absorbants lorsque le paquet est dans la
configuration ouverte.

Paquet selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel le
couvercle est assez transparent et le couvercle est
positionné de telle sorte que l'utilisateur peut obser-
ver la position de la derniére feuille dans la pile lors-
que le paquet se rapproche d’un état vide.

Paquet selon l'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le couvercle est conformé
de maniére a correspondre sensiblement a I'ouver-
ture latérale.
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