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[57] ABSTRACT

A ski pole hand shield molded in one part, and includ-
ing a hand enclosure; having initially, oppositely di-
rected external hand grip portions. The hand enclo-
sure formed of material capable of being turned in-
side-out to dispose the hand grip portions within the
enclosure and in alignment, the grip portions being tu-
bular to receive a ski pole.

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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SKI POLE HAND SHIELD AND METHOD OF
MANUFACTURE

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a ski pole hand
shield and method of manufacture which is a further
development of the Hand Shield for Ski Poles which is
the subject of a copending application, Ser. No.
126,076, filed Mar. 19, 1971, now U.S. Pat. No.
3,746,356, and is summarized in the following objects:

First, to provide a ski pole hand shield having an en-
closure dimensioned to receive a skier’s hand and in-
cluding a pair of internal complementary grip portions
each joined integrally with the enclosure and disposed
in coaxial relation to receive a ski pole.

Second, to provide a ski pole hand shield and method
of manufacture which is formed from a single molded
part. The hand enclosure being initially formed with ski
pole receiving hand grip portions that are externally
disposed. The hand enclosure formed of material capa-
ble of being turned inside-out to place the hand grip
portions internally and in position to receive a ski pole.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a side view of the ski pole hand shield.

FIG. 2 is a transverse sectional view thereof taken
through 2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a partial elevational, partial sectional view
showing the hand shield as initially molded wherein a
pair of hand grip portions are externally exposed.

The ski pole hand shield includes a bulbous hand en-
closure 1 having an inlet opening 2. The hand enclo-
sure is dimensioned to receive the skier’s hand and to
accomodate the hand in a clenched position with the
margins of the opening fitting about the wrist of the
skier.

The hand enclosure is formed of rubber or other elas-
tomeric or semi-elastomeric material and may be a
foamed material to enhance its insulation properties.
However, the hand enclosure may be sufficiently large
as to receive the skier’s hand when his hand is fitted
with a glove.

Internally, the hand enclosure is provided with a pair
of complementary grip elements 3 and 4, the distal
ends of which are joined integrally with the hand enclo-
sure. The grip element 3 is provided with an open end
bore § whereas the grip element 4 is provided with a
socket 6 having a closed end 7.

The proximal ends of the grip elements 3 and 4 are
adapted to overlap axially, this is provided by reducing
the wall thickness of one of the grip elements as indi-
cated by 8 and enlarging the bore of the other grip ele-
ment as indicated by 9 so that the reduced wall 8 may
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telescope into the enlarged bore 9.

The method of manufacture of the ski pole hand
shield is as follows:

The enclosure 1 is molded with the grip elements 3
and 4 extending diametrically outward therefrom as
shown in FIG. 3. The hand enclosure is then turned in-
side-out causing the grip elements 3 and 4 to assume
the position shown in FIG. 2. The grip elements are
then manipulated to interengage the reduced wall 8
and enlarged bore 9. The adjacent ends of the grip ele-
ments may be cemented together. However, when an
end 10 of a ski pole is inserted through the bore § of
the grip element 3 and into the socket 6 of the grip ele-
ment 4, the grip elements are retained in alignment as
indicated in FIG. 2.

The external surfaces of the grip elements may be un-
dulated to provide finger recesses 11.

While a particular embodiment of this invention has
been shown and described, it not intended to limit the
same to the details of the construction set forth, but in-
stead, the invention embraces such changes, modifica-
tions and equivalents of the various parts and their rela-
tionships as come within the purview of the appended
claims.

We claim:

1. A ski pole hand shield, comprising:

a. an enclosure having an access opening and dimen-

sioned to enclose a skier’s hand;

b. a pair of hand grip elements within the enclosure
disposed in coaxial relation, the grip elements hav-
ing distal ends formed integrally with the enclo-
sure, and proximal ends in confronting relation;

c. the hand grip elements forming jointly a socket
penetrating a wall of the enclosure, for receiving an
end of a ski pole.

2. A ski pole hand shield as defined in claim 1,

wherein:

a. one of the hand grip elements is open at both ends
and the other hand grip element is closed at its dis-
tal end whereby, when a ski pole is received
therein, the ski pole maintains the hand grip ele-
ments in alignment.

3. A method of manufacturing a ski pole hand shield

comprising:

a. molding a flexible bulbous enclosure having an en-
trance opening;

b. molding integral therewith a pair of hollow hand
grip elements projecting in opposite directions
from the enclosure;

c. then turning the enclosure inside-out to place the
hand grip elements inside the enclosure;

d. and then manipulating the hand elements into

alignment to form a socket for receiving a ski pole.
* * * * *



