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Seyn}our S Dolnick and Stanley G. Glen, Milwaukee,
Wis., assignors to Rhea Manufacturing Company, a cor-
poration of Wisconsin
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2 Claims. (Cl. 154—49)

This invention relates to a throw rug and more specif-
ically to a throw rug comprising a mat and a removable
cover therefor.

It is the general object of the invention to provide such
arug of new and improved construction.

Another object of this invention is to provide a rug as
described above having a tendency to normally assume a
flat position so as to maintain itself flat and extended when
placed on a floor surface, said rug having an under portion
serving as a non-skid floor engaging surface for the rug.

Another object is to provide such a rug that may be
easily picked up, carried or laid out without causing the
mat to drop out of the pocket and yet arranged so that the
cover may be easily removed for washing.

Another object of this invention is to provide a new
and improved throw rug embodying a mat of corrugated
rubber having an area coextensive with the surface area of
a cover and being designed to normally assume a flat posi-
tion when placed on a floor surface so as to retain the rug
flat and extended, the corrugated surfaces of the mat serv-
ing to retain the cover in position on the mat and a por-
tion of the underside of the mat forming a non-sliding
floor engaging surface for the rug, and a cover for said
mat of water-absorbing, fast-drying fabric material hav-
ing its edges turned under and stitched together diagonally
at their corners to provide a continuous pocket extending
around the under edge of the rug for receiving and retain-
ing the edges of the rubber mat.

Further objects and advantages will become appar-
ent from the following detailed description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the rug positioned
upon a floor surface;

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the rug;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the rug showing one corner
of the rubber mat removed from the cover pocket;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the cover without the
rubber mat; and

Fig. 5 is a sectional view along the line 5—5 in Fig. 1.

While I have shown in the drawings and shall herein de-
scribe in detail a preferred embodiment of the invention, it
is to be understood that I do not hereby intend to limit the
invention to the specific form disclosed. It is contem-
plated that various changes may be made by those skilled
in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as expressed in the appended claims.

As shown in the drawings, a rug comprises a slipcover 7
having a pocket 8 extending around its under edge to re-
ceive the edges of a rubber mat 9 of substantially the same
dimensions as the cover so that the mat is co-extensive
with the surface area thereof.

The cover 7 is preferably formed of a fast-drying mois-
ture-absorbent fabric material such as ribbed cotton che-
nille which is sufficiently non-elastic to retain its shape
when wet and of a fairly loose weave so as to facilitate the
passage of air between the cover and mat for fast-drying
action. A substantially rectangular panel 10 of the ma-
terial comprises the upper surface of the cover 7 and
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trapezoidally-shaped underfolds 11, adjacent each edge of
the panel, are stitched together along their diagonally ad-
jacent ends 12 to form the underside of the pocket 8 ex-
tending continuously around the under edge of the panel
10.
The free hemmed edges 13 of the underfolds 11 termi-
nate adjacent the underside of the mat 9 to define the
outer extremities of a non-sliding floor engaging surface
14 for the rug.  In a preferred construction of a rug, ap-
proximately 18 by 30 inches in size, said surface may
comprise approximately one-third of the bottom surface
area of the mat. The area is sufficient to insure stability of
position of the rug when placed on a floor surface. The
width of the pocket is also such as to allow ready removal
of the mat from the cover and yet retain the mat in uni-
tary association with the cover so the rug may be picked
up, carried or moved into position on a floor surface with-
out causing the mat to drop out of the pocket, and to this
end the preferred width of the pocket is approximately
one-fourth of the width of the rug, it being understood that
the width of the pocket varies with the rug size and may
vary in relation thereto so long as its function as afore-
stated is achieved.

The mat 9 is preferably formed of corrugated, molded,
porous, resilient sponge rubber so as to provide a light
weight resilient backing for the cover 7 which is pleasing

: to walk upon and yet of sufficient stiffness to give the rug
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substantial body and a tendency to normally assume a flat
position so as to prevent rumpling and retain the rug flat
and extended along a floor surface when thrown thereon.

The corrugated upper surface 15 and lower surface 16
of the mat are non-porous and substantially non-moisture
absorbent and are corrugated to give a gripping effect
to the floor engaging under surface 14 as well as to all
portions of the mat in engagement with the cover to pre-
vent the cover from sliding across the surface of the mat
and rumpling. Under surface 16 comprises a multiplicity
of interjoining ribs 17, terminating in substantially the
same horizontal plane when the mat is horizontal and
spaced in parallel adjacent chains 18 extending the width
of the mat. Each of said chains is composed of parallel
ribs disposed at a slight angle from the longitudinal axis
of the rug, interjoining ribs of adjacent chains meeting
in such a manner that said chains form a herringbone de-
sign in said under surface. Adjacent ribs define a plu-
rality of shallow cavities 19 which become operative to
retain the rug in position along a floor surface when a
downward force is applied to the upper surface of the rug
thereby compressing the rib members, defining said cavi-
ties, against said floor surface so that said cavities have
a suction effect thereon.

The tendency of the rug to flatten itself along a floor
surface insures maximum effect of the floor engaging area
of the rug while the ribs and cavities on the underside
of the mat provide floor gripping means equally operable
on dry or wet slippery surfaces, such as bathroom floors,
whereon a rug of ordinary design might easily slide. Ef-
fect of the cavities, of course, increases when the mat is
positioned on a wet floor surface.

The upper surface of the mat comprises a multiplicity
of inverted dimples 20 defined by narrow cavities 21, com-
plementing the ribs and cavities of the underside of said
mat to provide gripping means for said upper surface in en-
gagement with the cover as aforestated.

Thus, it may be seen that I have provided a rug em-
bodying a light weight molded rubber mat and removable
cover therefor, the rug being designed so that it has a
normal tendency to assume a flat etxended position when
placed along a floor surface. This tendency serves to
give full effect to gripping means provided by the mat for
engagement with a supporting surface and all portions of
the cover to prevent the rug from slipping or piling up
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along said surface and to prevent the cover from sliding
across the surface of the mat-and rumpling. The rug has
a resilient body pleasing to walk upon and may be easily
picked' up- and spread out without causing the- mat to
drop out of the pocket. The cover is easily removahle
for washing and- drying and a second' cover may be usced
with the mat while the first is drying or covers may be
interchanged to vary the color scheme.

We claim:

1. A throw rug comprising; a substantially rectangular
top- panel of loosely-woven ribbed cotton chenille having
hemmed free edges folded against its under side and
stitched together diagonally to form: the under side of a
pocket, said- pocket having a substantially uniform width
and: extending continuously around the under edges of
said panel for receiving and retaining the edge portions
of a mat, a substantially rectangular mat formed of light-
weight sponge rubber with corrugated water-resistant
surfaces and having an area coextensive with the surface
area of said panel, said mat having its edge portions posi-
tioned in said pocket so that said corrugated surfaces co-
extensively engage said panel to prevent the panel from
sliding across the mat and rumpling, said rubber mat
possessing sufficient inherent stiffness to normally tend
to flatten itself along a floor surface when placed thereon
and being sufficiently heavier than the panel to flatten and
extend the same, each underside of said pocket extending
inwardly from the edges of said mat a distance equalling
approximately one-fourth the width of said mat to retain
said mat in unitary association with said panel and yst
allow its ready removal therefrom, and a multiplicity of
interjoining raised rib portions extending from the under-
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side of said mat and defining a plurality of suction cavi-
ties therein to provide floor -gripping means for said rug.

2. A throw rug comprising; a panel of moisture-
absorbing, quick-drying fabric material having hemmed
free edges folded against its under side and stitched to-
gether to form the under side of a pocket, said pocket
having substantially uniform width and extending contin-
uously around the under edges of said panel for receiving
and retaining the edge portions of a mat, a mat formed
of resilient material and having an area coextensive with
the surface area of said panel, said mat having its edge
portions positioned in said pocket, said mat possessing
sufficient inherent stiffness so as to normally tend to flat-
ten itseif along a floor surface when placed thereon and
being sufficiently heavier than the panel to flatten and
extend the same, and the undersides of said pocket ex-
tending a substantial distance inwardly from the edges
of said mat to intimately retain said mat in unitary asso-
ciation with said panel and yet allow its ready removal
therefrom.
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