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My invention is concerned with baskets for
use in laundries, hospitals, etc., and is designed
to produce a capacious, easily transported device,
which, when not in use, can be easily collapsed

5 and stored away in a very small- space as com-
bared with that which it would occupy if not col-
lapsed. When large numbers of baskets are
sometimes in use, and floor space is expensive,
then this collapsibility is of great value.

To illustrate my invention, I annex hereto two
sheets of drawings in which the same reference
characters are used to designate identical parts
in all the figures, of which,—

Fig. 1is a perspective view of a basket embody-
ing my invention in its extended condition;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same partially
collapsed; '

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the lower portion
thereof completely collapsed;

Fig. 4 is a vertical section on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a horizontal section on the line 5—5 of
Fig. 1;
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Fig, 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5, but showing .

25 the parts partially collapsed;

Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view on the line
1—1 of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 8 is an enlarged detail in perspective.

In employing my invention in its preferred
form, I use the two end frames, each of which
consists of the inverted, U-shaped angle-iron |1,
the angle irons having secured at their bottoms
the casters 12, so that the basket, even if filled
by heavy material, can be readily moved from
place to place. On the upper corners of one end,
I pivot the generally U-shaped handle frame {83,
which is preferably made upofthetransverse por-
tion consisting of the tube with its ends flattened
to embrace the metal strips constituting the sides
of the frame. The operation of the handle will
be described elsewhere, and on the bottom of the
same end on which I pivot the handle frame, I
rivet the foot piece {4, which preferably consists
of a tube with the ends fiattened and the central
portion bowed down so that the foot can be placed
on it when the handle is being manipulated. The
extensible side frames are preferably formed of
metal bars {5 arranged to form a lazy tongs;
and the lower ends of the central bars, where they
are pivotally connected, are by the same rivets
connected to .the transverse rods 16 extending
across the bottom of the basket. The lower ends
of the outermost bars are similarly connected to
the transverse rods 117, the rivets of which extend
outwardly through the vertical slots 18 formed in
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(ClL. 150—49)

the webs of the angle iron for this purpose. The
upper ends of the outermost bars 15 are pivotal-
ly connected to the tops of the vertical portions
of the frames 11, and it will be chvious that, with
the structure so far described, the basket may be: 5
extended into the position shown in Fig. 1, in
which the rivets connecting the transverse rods
{1 with the co-operating bars 15 will be lifted to
their highest position in the slots 18, and that
when the basket is in process of being collapsed, 10
as indicated in Fig. 2, the rivets will occupy the
central portion of the slots 18, and when com-
pletely collapsed they will be at the bottom of
the slots.

For ordinary uses, a. flexible body 18 will be em-~ 15
ployed, and it will preferably be constructed of
canvas, or-some similar fabric, and it will be se=-
cured to the end frames at the top by the loops 29
formed in the fabric, which loops have passed
therethrough the tubes 21, similar to the tubes 20
212, the end of one of which is shown on an en-
larged scale in Fig. 8, with the recess therein,
‘which recesses permit the ends of the tubes 2! to
embrace the adjacent web of the frame il so
as to be free to move up and down thereon, the 25
movement at the top, however, being negligible.
The bottom ends of the flexible body are mov-
ably secured.to the end frames by the similar
tubes 212 extending through the loops 22 formed
in the fabric to receive them. The bottom of the 30
body is reinforced by the wooden slats 23, seen
in Fig, 4, which extend transversely across the
under side and are held in place by the cloth
strips 24 sewed or otherwise secured to the bottom.

With the mechanism thus far described, it will 35
be seen that I have produced a collapsible basket
that could be collapsed by seizing both ends, or
similarly extended, but I preferably employ the
handle frame 13 previously described, and em-
ploy connections by which the basket can be ex-
tended or collapsed by the movemens of the han-
dle.

To this erid, I pivot on the ends of the rods 11,
by the same bolts or rivets as connect it with the
bars. 15, the bars 25, which are pivoted together
at their adjacent ends, and thus form. a toggle
Joint, which, when straightened ouf, serves to
lock the lower part of the sides in their extended
position, as well as acting as an effective brace.
To form limit stops for the movement of the tog-
gle joint and to guide it during its movement, I
preferably secure on the outer face of one of the -
central bars 15 a bar 26, which, co-operating with
the bar to which it is secured, forms the loop in
which one of the toggle bars 25 moves, I also 55
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preferably form a further locking mechanism by
having the U-shaped catch plates 27 riveted on the
central portions of the toggle bars 25 and adapt-
ed to co-operate in the extended position with the
lugs 28 extending outwardly from the lower ends
of two of the bars {8 and having the reduced neck
portion with which the recess in the catch plates
37 co-operates. When the handle 18 is.eraployed
to operate these toggle bars 25 in extending. or
collapsing the basket, I pivot to the ends of the
handle the vertical rods or links 28, which have
their lower ends pivoted to the adjacent toggle
bars 25, preferably in connection with one of the
cateh plates 27, To extend or retract tie upper
ends by the same movement of the handle, T em-
ploy the bars 39, which might e called double
toggle bars, which are pivoted at their center-to the
tops of the middle pair of the bars 15, where they
are pivotally connected by the same rivet. ~ The
other ends of these double toggle bars 38 are piv-
otally connected to the single:toggle bars 24, -which
have their other ends pivotally connecied to the
top of the end frame, as will be clearly seen from
Tigs. 1 and 2. To lock the handle frame 13 with
the ‘parts in the extended position, I pivot there-

on:the upper-ends of the toggle lock bars 32 and

38, the adjacent ends of the bars being pivotzily
connected and provided with lugs which prevent
the bar being moved substantially beyond its ex-
tended -position, and the lower ends of the bars
33 are pivoted to theadjacent end frame, a3 clear-

1y shown.

35

When the parts are in the position shown in

Pig. 1, and it is desired to collapse the basket, all -

that is necessary is to-break the toggle joints 22,
33, and then swing the handle frame {3 down-

* ward, if it ‘is employed, -and- this ‘action is fa~-
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cilitated by putting the foot on the cross piece
{&. This movement-of the handle will, as seen in
Tig. 2, collapse the parts ultimately to the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 3.

With only the skeleton construction thus far
described, the basket in use might be more or less
racked, 1. e., forced into the shape of & rhom-
boid in horizontal -cross section, if a strain were
applied to one-or to two diagonsally opposite cor-

“ners.- To -avoid this, T employ braces to prevent

such a-deformation from: its natural, rectangular
cross-section, and while these braces might.con-

sist of a pair of -crossed, diagonally-arranged

cables, I preferably employ the mechanism. illus-
trated in Figs. 5,-6 and 7, as cables would sag and
possibly become tangled, when the basket was

-collapsed. To this end, I pivot on the center of
+the middle bar 15-a pair of cross bars 84, and, by

the same rivet, I secure above them ain inverted,
shallow, U-shaped stop-piece 35, whose down-
wardly projecting ends extend hetween the cross
bars 34 at all times, and when in the extended po-
sition, shown in Fig. 5, compel the cross bars 24
to swing away from each other (as seen in mig.6),
instead of permitting them to swing toward each
other, which would interfere with their collaps~
ing properly. The four links 3§ are pivoted at
one end to the ends of the cross bars 24, and atb
their other ends to the adjacent ends of the four
links 28, which have their other ends pivoted to
the transverse bars 17. The adjacent pairs of
links 26 are connected by the helically-coiled con-
tractile springs 37, which act to draw the links
36 and 38 to the position shown in Fig. § when
the basket is collapsed, while the cross bars 34
move in the direction shown. 'The movement of

these cross-bars 34 and links 35 and 38 continues
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in the direction indicated by the arrows until the
framework is completely collapsed.

In forming the flexible body portion, I prefer-
ably reinforce the upper porticn of the sides by
turning over the portion 48 and sewing it down, 5
except for the two triangular portions 4! on each
side, which are not sewed down, and which form
a pocket into which project the upper ends of the
adiacent bars 15, thus securing the top of the
body to the extensible side frames. 10

While I have shown and described my inven-
tion as embodied in the form which I at present
consider best adapted to carry out its purposes,

4t will be understood that it is capable of modifi-

cations, and that I do not desire to ke limited in 15
the interpretation of the following claims except
as ‘may be necessitated by the state of the prior
art.

What I claim as new; and desire to secure by

‘Letters Patent of the United States, is: 20

i. In a collapsible basket, the combination with
2 pair of end frames, of extensible side frames
connecting ‘said end frames, a handle frame
pivoted on one of the end frames, and.connections
between the handle frame and the side frames to”25
collapse or extend.said side frames as the handle
frame is swung on its pivots.

2. In a collapsible basket, the combination with
a pair of end frames, of :extensible side frames -
connecting said .end frames, a flexible body fit-:30
ting in between said frames when extended and
secured.at its ends to the end frames.and. having
transverse reinforcing slats in:its bottom, a han-
dle frame pivoted on.one of the end frames,.and
connections between the handle frame and ithe:3s
side frames to collapse or-extend said side frames
as the handle frame is swung on its pivots with
the flexible body -collapsing. into :bellows folds
as the side frames .are collapsed.

3. In a collapsible:basket, the combination with .40
a pair of end frames, of extensible side frames
connecting said end frames,.a flexible body fitting
in between said frames when extended :and se-
cured at .its ends to the end frames, a handle
frame pivoted on one of the end frames, connec-+45
tions between the handle frame ‘and the :side
frames to collapse or extend said side frames-as
the handle frame is swung on its pivots, and roll-
ers on the bottoms of the end frames.

4. In a collapsible basket, the combination with 50
a pair of end frames, of extensible side frames
connecting said end frames, transverse rods:con-
necting the bottoms of said side frames, a flexibie
bedy fitting in between said frames when extend-
ed and secured at'its ends to the end frames.and 55
having its bottom just above said transverse:rods,
g, handle frame pivoted to one of the end frames,
and connections between the handle frame and
the side frames to collapse or extend said side
frames as the handle frame is swung.on its piv--80
ots with the flexible body c¢ollapsing into bel-
lows folds as-the sideframes collapse.

5. In a collapsible basket, the combination with
a pair of end frames and -antifriction. supports
therefor, of a pair of extensible side frames con-65
necting said end frames, a handle frame pivoted
on one of the end frames, connections between
the handie frame and the side-frames so-that they
can be extended or collapsed by swinging the
handle frame, and means for locking said side 70
frames in their extended position.

6. In a collapsible basket, the combination with
a pair of end frames and -antifriction supporis
therefor, of a pair-of-extensible side frames con-

necting said-end frames and consisting -of a pair-75
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of lazy fongs connecting the end frames, a pair
of toggle bars pivoted at their ends in the bot-
toms of the end frames and having catches car-
ried thereby adapted to engage lugs on the bot-
toms of the lazy tongs when they are extended,
a handle frame pivoted on one of the end frames,
and connections from the handle frame to the
toggle bars, said connections consisting of ver-
tical links pivoted to the ends of the handle frame
and connected to the toggle bars.

7. In a collapsible basket, the combination with
a pair of end frames and antifriction supports
therefor, of a pair of extensible side frames con-
necting said end frames, and means for extend-
ing or collapsing said side frames, said means
comprising double toggle members pivoted at
one end to single toggle members pivoted at their
other ends to one end frame and at their other
end to single toggle members pivoted at their
other ends to the other end frame.

8. In a collapsible basket, the combination with
a pair of end frames and antifriction supports
therefor, of a pair of extensible side frames con-
necting said end frames, and means for extend~
ing or collapsing said side frames comprising dou-
ble toggle members pivoted at their ends to the
ends of single toggle members pivoted at their
other ends to the end frames, together with a pair
of toggles pivoted at their ends to the end frames
and connected by vertical links to the double
toggle members.

9. In a collapsible basket, the combination with
a pair of end frames and antifriction supports
therefor, of a pair of extensible side frames con-
necting said end frames, and means for extending
or collapsing said side frames comprising double
toggle members pivoted at their ends to the ends
of single toggle members pivoted at their other
ends to the end frames, together with a pair of
toggles pivoted at their ends to the end frames
and connected by vertical links to the double tog-
gle members, said last-mentioned toggles having
catches adapted to engage lugs on the side frames
when they are extended.

10. In a collapsible basket the combination
with a pair of end frames, of extensible side
frames connecting said end frames, a handle
frame pivoted on one of the end frames, connec-
tions between the handle frame and the side
frames to collapse or extend said side frames as
the handle frame is swung on its pivots, and a foot
piece at the bottomn of the end frame on which
the handie frame is pivoted, for the purpose de-
seribed.

11. In a collapsible basket, the combination
with a pair of end frames, of extensible side
frames connecting said end frames, a flexible
body fitting in between said frames when extend-
ed, and means for securing the ends of said body
to the end frames, consisting of tubes siotted at
their ends to slide on the end frames and passed
through loops formed on the flexible body.

12. In a collapsible basket, the combination
with a pair of end frames, of extensible  side
frames connecting said end frames, transverse
rods connecting the bottoms of said side frames,
and coliapsible means for preventing racking of
the bpasket, consisting of a pair of cross bars
pivcted on the central transverse rods, four links
pivoted on the end frames, four intermediate links
connecting the adjacent ends of the four links and
of the cross bars, and contractile springs con-
necting the pairs of intermediate links.

13. In a collapsible basket, the combination
with a pair of end frames and antifriction sup-

3

ports therefor, of & pair of extensibie side frames
connecting said end frames, a handle frame
pivoted on one of the end frames, connections,
between the handle frame and the side frames
whereby they can be extended or collapsed by g
swinging the handle frame, and means for lock-
ing sald handie frame in the extended frame po-
sition.

14, In a collapsible basket, the combination
with a pair of non-collapsible end frames, of ex- 10
tensible and collapsible side frames connecting
said end frames, transverse members connecting
the bottoms of the side frames, and means sup-
ported on the transverse members and collapsible
in a horizontal plane for preventing racking ofiiy
the basket when extended.

15. In a collapsible basket, the combination
with a pair of non-collapsible end frames, of ex-
tensible and collapsible side frames connecting
said end frames, transverse members connecting: gg
the bottoms of the side frames, and means for
preventing racking of the basket when extended
consisting of cross members extending diagonally
toward opposite corners to which they are pivot-
ally connected .and collapsible in a horizontal’ 25
plane only.

16. In a collapsible baskef, the combination
with a pair of end frames and anti-friction sup-
boris therefor, of a pair of extensible side frames
connecting said end frames and consisting of lazy 30
tongs, a pair of upwardly-breaking toggle bars
pivoted at their ends in the end frames and hav-
ing catches. carried thereby, lugs on the side
frames engaged by the catches when the toggle
bars are extended, and loop bars connected tc 83
one of the lazy-tong bars on each side and em-
bracing one of the toggle bars.

17. In a collapsible basket, the combination
with 'a pair of end frames and anti-friction sup-
ports therefor, of a pair of extensible side frames 40
connecting said end frames and consisting of lazy
tongs, a pair of upwardly-breaking toggle bars
pivoted at their ends in the lower portions of the
end frames and resting when extended on rivet
lugs connecting the bars of the lazy tongs at the 45
bottom, and loop bars connected to one of the
lazy-tong bars on each side and embracing one
of the toggle bars. .

18. In a collapsible basket, the combination
with a pair of non-collapsible end frames, of ex- 50
tensible and collapsible side frames connecting
said end frames, transverse bars connecting the
bottoms of the side frames, and means collapsible
in a horizontal plane only for preventing rack-
ing of the extended basket supported on the 55
transverse bars and pivotally connected to the
bottoms of the end frames.

19. In a. collapsible basket, the combination
with a pair of end frames, of extensible side
frames connecting said end frames, a flexible body 60
fitting in between said frames when extended and
secured at its ends to the end frames, and a
handle frame pivoted on one of the end frames
and so. connected to the side frames that it can
be swung to collapse or extend said side frames. 65

20. In a collapsible basket, the combination
with a pair of end frames, of extensible side
frames connecting said end frames, a flexible body
fitting in between said frames when extended and
secured at its ends to the end frames, a pivoted 70
handle connected to the side frames which can be
swung to collapse or extend said side frames, and
means for locking said side frames in their ex-
tended position.

21. In a collapsible basket, the combination 75
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‘with' a pair of ‘end frames, of -exfensible side
frames connecting :said end frames, a .flexible

body fitting in between said frames when extend-
ed and secured:at its ends ‘tothe end frames, a
handle frame mounted.to move on one of the-end
frames, .and .connections between the handle
frames and the side frames whereby by moving
the handle the side frames may be extended or
collapsed. .

22, In a collapsible receptacle, the combination

of .a pair of end frames, of extensible and col-

lapsible side frames connecting said end :frames,

said side frames being inclusive of a plurality of

pivotally connected bars; supporting means con-
necting the lower portions :of said side frames,
said supporting. means being collapsible upon

‘relative movement of said end frames, and spring

means urging said side frames toward collapsed
position. .

.23. In a collapsible receptacle, the combination
with.a pair of non-collapsible end frames; of ex-
tensible .side and bottom frames connecting said
end frames: .a plurality of toggle bars .pivotally
connecting said end frames; said side and bottom
frames being :so .connected that breaking move-
ment of said toggle bars collapses said :side and

72,020,766

bottom  frames, -and spring means urging said
frames toward collapsed position.

24, In.a-collapsible receptacle, the combination

‘of a -pair of end frames; a plurality of sets of

toggle ‘bars connecting said end frames; a con-

nection between said sets of toggle bars whereby
movement:of one of said sets of toggle bars causes
movement of -another set; said toggle bars being
.arranged whereby during’ relative ‘movement of

said end frames the latter remain in substantial

parallel -relationship.

25.7In a collapsible -basket, ‘the combination
with a:pair-of non-collapsible end frames; of ex-

‘tensible side frames connecting said ‘end frames;
a flexible body fittting in between said frames-

when extended and secured at:its ends to the end

iframes; 'a plurality -of sets of upwardly-breaking
‘toggle bars pivotally iconnecting said end frames;
:an-operating handle:connected to-one seb of said

toggle bars; said side frames and toggle bars-being
so.conniected that movement of said handle causes
upward movement of said toggle bars to collapse

‘said -side . frames, :said - flexible body collapsing
[intobellows folds assaid side:frames are collapsed,
-25
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