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(87) Abstract: To provide a balloon catheter that allows easy fine adjustment of the position of a balloon in a hardened
narrow section within a blood vessel, and that allows an incision to be easily made in the narrow section. Provided is a
balloon catheter including: a shaft that has a distal section and a proximal section; and a balloon that is positioned at the
proximal section of the shaft and has a straight tube section and at least one tapered section. The balloon has a wing-shaped
section that is wing-shaped in a contracted state, and a protruding section on an outer side surface. In a cross-section in a
direction perpendicular to an axial direction of the straight tube section and a cross-section in a direction perpendicular to
an axial direction of the tapered section scattering intensity in the cross-sections, measured by laser Raman spectroscopy,
fulfills formula (1), when a direction from an apex section of the protruding section toward the center of the shaft is a
Y direction
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and a direction perpendicular to the Y direction is an X direction. (1): I, > I (In the formula, 1, is the value of Ia/Ib in

a central section, in a circumferential direction, of a base-end section of the protruding section in the straight tube section,
and I is the value of Ia/Ib in a central section, in the circumferential direction, of the base-end section of the protruding

section in the tapered section. Ia is the ratio of the peak intensity of the wavenumber 1640 + 10 cm ! in the X direction
to the peak intensity of the wavenumber 1640 + 10 cm ™" in the Y direction, and Ib is the ratio of the peak intensity of the
wavenumber 1440 + 10 cm™ in the X direction to the peak intensity of the wavenumber1440 + 10 cm ! inthe Y direction.)
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