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The invention relates to bathing or athletic
suits and has as an object the provision of
the nether portion of a garment of this char-

* acter having means for supporting the waist
of the wearer.

It is a further object of the invention to
provide a garment having means to support
the abdomen and to confine the hips of the
wearer. : ‘

10 It is a further object of the invention to
provide a garment of-the character referred
to having an abdominal and hip support of
inelastic material provided with an inner sur-
face of fleece or felt to prevent chill and

15 friction of the skin.

It is a further object of the invention to
provide a garment of the character described
having an abdominal support which may be
laced together to provide accurate adjust-

20 ment of size.

It is a further object of the invention to
provide a garment of the character described
provided with shoulder straps tv accurately
position the supporting portion thereof.

25 Further objects of the invention will ap-
pear from the following description when
read in conmection with the accompanying
drawings showing an illustrative embodi-
ment of the invention and wherein :—

so Fig. 1is a front view;

Fig. 2 is a central vertical section; and

Fig. 3 is a detail front view showing the
lacing removed. s

As shown the device comprises a pair of

35 shorts or trunks 10 of a usual and wellknown
form provided with a front opening closed
by buttons 11 which may be concealed by a
fly as 12.

To support the abdomen and the back of

40 the wearer and to confine the hips, there is

shown a relatively wide belt or band 13 se-

cured to the upper edge 14 of the trunks 10.
The belt 13 is. shown as covered upon its ex-
. terior with material 14’ of the same char-
45 acter as that of which the trunks 10 are
formed and it is considered within the pur-
view of the invention to construct the device
with the material of the trunks 10 extending
upwardly and continuously over the outside

50 of the belt 13 to the upper edge 15 thereof.

Howev.er since the material of which’ the
belt 13 is basically constructed is more durable
than the usual material of which the trunks 10

‘are constructed, the belt 13 will be longer

lived than the trunks 10 and it is therefore

preferred to attach the belt to the trunks by

stitching whereby the belt 13 may be removed
from the trunks 10 and applied to a new paiv
thereof.

The belt 13 according. to the invention is
formed of a material such as rubberized fab-
ric, artificial leather or the like which is im-
pervious to water upon its treated surface,
the inner surface 16 thereof which is exposed
to the skin of the wearer being fleece or felt
material whereby friction of the skin and the
chill which would result from contact of rub-
ber against the skin is thereby avoided.

~ To adjustably close the front of the belt 13
there is shown lacing 17 engaging eyes 18, 19
in the edges of the belt.

To protect the skin from action of the lac-
ings which might form ridges thereon, there
is shown a tongue 20 secured at its lower
edge to the upper edge of the trunks or to the
lower edge of the belt and which may be

drawn upwardly inside of the lacings when

they are applied, the tongue 20 as shown in
Fig. 1 being of sufficient length to be drawn
down over the lacings upon the outside and to
have its end tucked upwardly between the

‘belt and the trunks as clearly indicated in

Fig.2at21. = -

To adjust the waistband 22 of belt 13, there
is shown an extension flap 23 which may be
provided with a series of clasps of the glove-
fastener type which may be alternatively en-

- gaged with the studs' 25 upon the opposite

side of the waistband to suit the girth of the
wearer., -

To retain the garment at its proper height,
there are shown:shoulder straps 26, 27 at-
tached at their front and rear ends to the
waistband 22, horizontal straps 28, 29 being

" shown extending over the chest and over the

back respectively of the wearer to prevent
spreading of the straps'26, 27 and displace-
ament thereof from the shoulders. y
The straps 26,27 are desirably formed nar-
rower at the shoulder engaging portions 30,
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31 than at their vertical portions. Thus
formed the suit may readily be worn as a sun
suit without an upper garment and will pro-
vide substantially the same amount of con-
cealment of the person as many sun suits now
in use.
upper garment the stitchings 32, 33 connect-
ing the front and the back ends respectively
of the shoulder straps 26, 27 may be cut and
the shoulder straps removed. The use of the
straps however is advantageous for the pur-
pose of accurate location of the abdomen and
hip confinement belt 13.

By the provisions of the invention persons
with prolapsed abdomens or with bulging
hips may wear bathing suits of a character at
present substantially prohibitive because of
appearance, and the weakened abdomen will
be supported to prevent the displacement of
the internal organs and injury such as rup-
ture. '

The support provided by the invention is
confined to the parts needing support, the
lower limbs of the wearer being left entirely
free for the movements required in swim-
ming, running, or the like, and the presence
of the supporting member in the suit is not
readily apparent to the observer: Because of
the lacing and the accurate location of the de-
vice; the ridges sometimes formed by con-
finement of the body by abdominal supports
will not be evident when this device is worn.

The material of the belt being non-elastic
will not shrink when wet and the size deter-

5 mined by the lacing when applied will not be

changed by such shrinkage. At the same

time the fleece or felt lining in contact with

the skin will avoid the usual objections of
chafing or chill when a rubber surface sup-
port is used. '

If the support to the back of the wearer
provided by the width of the belt shown in
Fig. 2 is not necessary, the belt may be modi-
fied to provide abdominal support only by

: forming the same cohsiderably narrower at

the back than shown in Fig. 2 and the front
thereof may be made of greater vertical width
than shown, if desired, for additional sup-
port to the abdomen.

Minor changes may be made in the physi-
cal embodiment of the invention within the
scope of the appended claims without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention.

I claim:

1. A bathing suit, athletic suit, or the like
comprising, in combination, a pair of trunks,
a relatively wide non-stretchable, water-im-
pervious belt secured to the upper portion of
said trunks and extending substantially com-
pletely around the trunks, a soft fabric lin-
ing for said belt to contact with the person of
the wearer, o fastening means to close said
belt, and a tongue secured interiorly of the
adjacent edges of said belt and underlying
said lacing to prevent contact thereof with

If the device is to be worn with an’
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the body, said tongue extending over the up-
per edge of said belt and being attachable to
a portion of the garment to conceal said fas-
tening means.
" 2. A bathing suit, athletic suit, or the like
comprising, in combination, a pair of trunks
comprising a relatively wide belt at its up-
per portion formed of water-impervious non-
stretchable material and extending substan-
tially completely around the tI‘UIﬁ{S, a soft
lining for the interior of said belt to contact
with the person of the wearer, means to ad-
justably connect the edges of said belt in ac-
cordance with the size of the wearer whereby
to support the hips and abdomen of the wear-
er, shoulder straps connected at their front
and rear ends réspectively to the upper edge
of said belt and at substantially the waist line
and adapted to pass over the shoulders of
the wearer whereby to position said garment
and retain the same in adjusted-position.

3. A bathing suit, athletic suit, or the like

comprising, in combination, a pair of trunks

comprising a relatively wide belt at its upper
portion formed of water-imipervious non-
stretchable material, and extending substan-
tially completely "around the trunks, means
to adjustably connect the edges of said belt in

‘accordance with the size of the wearer where-

by to support the hips and abdomen of the
wearer, shoulder straps connected at their
front and rear ends respectively to the upper
edge of said belt and adapted to pass over the
shoulders of the wearer whereby to position

‘said garment and retain the same in adjusted

position; said straps of substantial width in
the vertical portions to function as an upper
‘sarment and narrower at their shoulder-con-
tacting portions.

4. A bathing suit, athletic suit, or the like
comprising, in combination, a pair of trunks
comprising a relatiyely wide belt at their
upper edge formed of water-impervious non-
stretchable material extending completely
around the trunks and an interior person-con-

tacting surface of soft material, lacings to

adjustably connect the‘opposite edges of said
belt, said belt being narrower at its rear por-
tion and curving downwardly about the hips
to a widened front portion whereby to pro-
vide hip and abdominal support, an exten-
sion upon one side of the waistband of said
belt, means to adjustably connect said exten-
sion to conform to waists of different sizes.
ALICE VIZZARD.
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