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To all, Zuhon, it al/ coice.772. 
Be it known that I, EDGAR M. FUNK, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Wytheville, in the county of Wythe and 
State of Virginia, have invented a new and 
useful Massaging Apparatus, of which the 
following is a specification. 

This invention relates to massaging ap 
paratus; and its object is to provide a rub 
ing device, utilizing a vacuum for drawing 
the skin of the patient partly thereinto, so 
as to open the pores and permit undesirable 
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secretions to be quickly and thoroughly re 
moved. 
Another object is to provide a device which 

is under the constant control of the operator 
and whereby the suction created by the 
vacuum can be established at will and at any 
period during the rubbing operation. 
A still further object is to provide novel 

means for engaging the skin of the patient 
during the massaging operation, so as to 
thoroughly knead it and expand the pores. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists of a head having a 
recess in one face, and a passage extends from 
this recess and communicates, through a 
flexible tube, with a tank in which a vacuum 
is adapted to be formed in any preferred 
manner. A valve normally closes the passage 
in the head and is constantly under the con 
trol of the operator, so that a suction can 
be established within the recess whenever 
desired simply by opening the valve. The 
head extends into a massaging-frame, hav 
ing cross-bars which extend across the re 
cess in the head, and these bars are adapted 
to rub the skin of the patient when the head 
is moved thereover, so as to spread the pores 
and knead the flesh. While the device is 
applied to the skin the suction can be estab 
lished in the manner stated, so as to draw the 
skin between the bars of the massaging 
frame and open the pores. Should the head 
be moved over the skin while the suction is in 
force, the bars will force all undesirab lese 
cretions from the pores. 
The invention also consists of certain other 

novel features of construction and combina 
tions of parts, which will be hereinafter 
more fully described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings is shown 
the preferred form of the invention. 

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a view of the 

thereon being shown in section. Fig.2 is a perspective view of the massaging-frame, 
and Fig. 3 is a plan view of a modified form 
of massaging-frame. 

Referring to the figures by characters of 
reference, is a head having a recess 2 in one 
face thereof, from the inner wall of which 
extends a passage 3, opening through an ex 
tension 4, projecting E. the head. This 
extension engages one end of a flexible tube 
5, connected to a tank 6, and a vacuum is 
adapted to be formed within this tank by 
means of a suitable suction-pump 7. 
passage 3 is intersected by an elongated 
recess 8, extending into the head 1 from one 
face thereof. A slide-valve 9 is mounted in 
this recess, and a spring 10 is interposed be 
tween the end of the recess and the slide 
valve to hold said valve normally in position 
to close the passage. An opening 11 is formed 
within the valve, and by moving, said valve 
inward and compressing the spring this open 
ing will be caused to register with the pas 
sage 3. A button 12 is preferably formed 
at the outer end of the valve to facilitate 
its actuation. 
A preferably rectangular massaging-frame 

13 surrounds the recessed face of the head 
1 and may be covered with rubber tubing 
14 or any other soft material which will not 
injure the flesh when rubbed thereover. 
Parallel cross-bars 15 connect the sides of 
the frame. If desired, additional parallel 
bars 16 may connect the ends of the frame, so that a plurality of rectangular openings 
will be formed by the intersecting bars, as 
shown in Fig. 3. 

In using the apparatus a vacuum is first 
established within the tank 6 by means of 
pump.7. The head 1 is then inserted into the 
frame 13, which will fit tightly thereon by 
reason of the rubber covering 14, which is 
provided. After the parts have been pre 
pared in this manner the frame 13 is rubbed 
over the skin of the patient and the bars 15 
will knead the flesh and open or expand the 
pores. After this operation has been carried 
a desired period the valve 9 is pressed in 
ward, so as to open the passage 3, and a suc 
tion is promptly established within the recess 
2. This will result in the skin being drawn 
between the bars 15, and by continuing the 
movement of the frame under these condi 
tions any secretions within the porés will be 
quickly removed therefrom. The flexible complete apparatus, the head and the frame covering 14 serves not only to prevent injury 
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to the patient, but also seals the recess 2 in 
order that the suction may be readily pro duced. By utilizing intersecting bars 15 
and 16 the frame can be moved in any direc 
tion with the same results, and a pinching 
effect will be produced upon the skin by 
moving it diagonally, because the skin will 
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rubbing devices. 
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become wedged in the angles formed by said 
bars. . . . 

It will be seen that this apparatus is very 
simple in construction and is very effective in 
that a suction is utilized in lieu of mechanical 
means ordinarily employed for the purpose of 
holding the pores open. Importance is at 
tached to the fact that with this apparatus 
the pores can be held open in this manner 
while the bars are being employed for press 
ing the secretions therefrom. 
The preferred form of the invention has 

been set forth in the foregoing description; 
but I do not limit myself thereto, as I am 
aware that modifications may be made there 
in without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing the advantages thereof, and I therefore 
reserve the right to make such changes as 
fairly fall within the scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is - 
1. In an apparatus of the character de 

scribed the combination with a head and 
means for establishing suction therethrough; 
of intersecting cross-bars connected to the 
head in the line of suction and constituting 

2. In an apparatus of the character de 
scribed the combination with a head, means 
for establishing Suction therethrough, and 
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means for regulating the suction; of a frame 
fitted upon the head, and intersecting cross 
bars secured within the frame and extending 
in the line of suction, said bars constituting 
rubbing devices. 

3. In an apparatus of the character de 
scribed the combination with a recessed head; 
of a massage-frame surrounding the head ad 
jacent the recessed face thereof, a flexible 
covering upon the frame, cross-bars within 
the frame and intersecting the end of the re 
cess, and means for establishing suction 
through the frame and recess. 

4. In an apparatus of the character de 
scribed the combination with a recessed head; 
of a massage-frame surrounding the head ad 
jacent the recessed face thereof, a flexible 
covering upon the frame, cross-bars within 
the frame and intersecting the end of the re 
cess, means for establishing suction through 
the frame and recess, and spring-pressed 
means under control of the opérator for regu 
lating the Suction. 

5. In an apparatus of the character de 
scribed the combination with a head, and 
means for establishing suction therethrough; 
of cross-bars connected to the head in the 
line of the suction and constituting rubbing 
devices. . . . 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

EDGAR M. FUNK. 
Witnesses: 

E. HuME TALBERT, 
M. J. WARRINER, 
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