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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RrcmARD M. Birrinas,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Owego, inthe county of Tioga and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Tmprovements in a Combined Pen Holder and
Fountain, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention has relation to certain new and
useful improvements nponink fountain or res-
ervoirattachments for writing-pens, the special
object of the invention being to provide an ex-
tremely simple, inexpensive, and practical de-
vice for attachment toan ordinary pen-handle,
which will hold a supply of ink and automati-
cally feed the same to the nibs of the pen in
properly-regulated quantities until the supply
in the fountain is exhausted, the amount of ink
fed to the pen being governed by the pressure
brought to bear upon the nibs of the pen by
the penman, and which will at the same time
se.ve as a holder for the pen, as will be more
fully hereinafter set forth,

The invention consists, essentially, in com-
bining with a pen-holder a fountain or reser-
voir which is adapted to rest and press lightly
upon the back of the nibs or points of the pen
and automatieally feed the ink thereto regu-
larly and freely, according to the amount of
pressure upon the pen, the outlet-aperture of

the fountain being so arranged with reference |

to the pen that when there is no pressure upon
the nibs of the same the flow of ink will be
stopped, whereby clogging of the pen, caused
by the ink collecting and solidifying upon the
same, will be entirely obviated, as will be more
fully hereinafter specified, and particularly
pointed out in the claims appended.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which illustrate the preferred mode of carry-
ing out my invention, Figure 1 represents a
perspective view of my improved combined
pen holder and fountain attached to an ordi-
nary pen holder or stick; Fig. 2, a perspec-
tive view of the combined holder and fount-
ain detached; Fig. 3, a side elevation of the
same; Fig. 4, a longitudinal sectional view of
the device; Fig. 5, a transverse sectional view
taken on the line X X of Fig. 3, showing the
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manner in which the ink is fed to the nibsof
the pen; and Fig. 6, a view of the blank from
which the combined holder and reservoir is
formed.

Referring to the drawings by letter, A desig-
nates an ordinary pen handle or stick; B, a
tubular pen-holder,of the ordinary or any ap-
proved construction, formed from an oblong or
quadrangular sheet or plate of metal, which is
bent or formed into a eylinder of suitable size
to fit upon the end of the pen-handle in the
usual manner, this holder being provided with
the usual ears, ¢ ¢, which serve to hold the pen;
C, an ordinary writing-pen inserted in the
holder, and D the reservoir, which is the spe-
cial feature of this invention, and which will
now be deseribed fully.

Projecting from the lower end and formed
integral with the holder B is an extension or
tongue, K, which is preferably slightly elastic
orspringy. Upon thelower end of this tongue
and resting lightly against the back of the pen
is the tapering ink reservoir or fountain D,
this fountain being preferably formed integral
with the tongue and holder, as clearly shown
in IYig. 6. Theside of the fountain which rests
against the center of the back of the pen is
slightly flattened and concaved, so as to lie
close up to the convex back of the pen, as
clearly shownin Fig. 5. The fountainis prac-
ticaily a funnel-shaped receptacle closed atits
lower end and open at its upper end, the fount-
ain extending down and resting closely, but
lightly, against the center of the back of the
pen. The fountain, near its lower end and in
its under conecave side, is provided with a
small ink aperture, b, this aperture being so
placed that it will come directly upon the line
of the split portion of the pen. (Most clearly
shown in Fig. 5.) Normally, this apertare is
closed, the nibs of the pen coming closely to-
gether and completely cutting off the supply
of ink to the pen. When, however, the nibs
of the pens are pressed upon, as in writing,
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they will necessarily spread apart and thereby g5

let flow out a thin small stream of ink, just
sufficient to supply the pen and no more, it
being evident that the quantity of ink sup-
plied to the pen will be governed altogether
by the degree of pressure the penman exerts
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upon the pen. By this arrangement the sup-
ply of ink to the pen will be properly regu-
lated and entirely automatie, thereby prevent-
ing clogging of the nibsof the pen and a waste
of ink.

It will be observed that by thus eounstruet-
ing the whole device of a single piece of metal
it may be made at an extremely small cost.
‘Another advantage is that the reservoir will
not require to be adjusted to its proper place
by the penman, it being so censtrueted that it
willJalways touch upon the pen at the proper
point when the same is inserted in its holder.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— .

1. As a new article of manufacture, a com-
bined pen-holder and ink-fountain consisting
of a pen-holder, B, provided with ears a a to
retain a pen, a curved elastic extension, L,
formed integral with the said pen-holder, and
a conical ink-fountain closed at its contracted
end and formed integral with the said exten-
sion B, the said fountain being slightly flat-
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tened and concaved on its under side and pro-
vided with an ink-aperture, b, on such con-
caved side, substantially as herein set forth.

2. As a new article of manufacture, an im-
perforated conical ink-fountain for pen-hold-
ers, the said fountain being flattened and con-
caved on its under side, so as to fit closely the
back of the pen whenapplied to thepen-holder,
the said fountain being also provided with an
aperture, b, in its under concaveside, this ap-
erture being adapted to rest on the line of the
split of the nibs of the pen and be normally
closed thereby, whereby when the nibs of the
pen are spread apart by the pressure brought
to bear. upon them the ink will be antomati-
cally fed from the fountain, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

RICHARD M. BILLINGS.

Witnesses:
WALTON A. BARTON,
EuvuGcent F. BARTON.
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