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To all, whon, it way concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES EDWIN JEW 

ELL, of Chicago, in the county of Cook and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain Im 
provements in Letter-Files, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of letter 

files in which there are upright arches or 
arched wires to receive the perforated edges 
of the sheets and in which each arch is com 
posed of two parts separable at will in order 
to permit the application and removal of the 
sheets. As these files are ordinarily con 
structed the arches are secured in an upright 
position to a base plate or support Occupying 
considerable room and rendering it impossi 
ble to pack the file in compact shape for stor 
age or transportation. 
My invention relates to an improved con 

struction which admits of the arches being 
folded down bodily upon the base-plate and 
also includes means for automatically lock 
ing the arches when they are turned upward 
to a positive position. 

I am aware that a file has been constructed 
in which the two parts of each arch were in 
dependently hinged and arranged to turn 
down in different directions upon the base, 
and this I do not claim. Under my improved. 
construction each arch as a whole is adapted 
to fold downward without separation of its 
members. This feature, as Well as the pro 
duction of an automatic locking device to 
hold the arch or a member of an arch in an 
upright position, I believe to be original with 
myself. . . 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of an arched letter-file con 
taining my improvement, one arch being 
shown in operative and the otherin its folded 
position. Figs. 2 and 3 are side views of an 
arch in different forms adapted to cooperate 
with the locking device. Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are 
perspective views showing various equivalent 
ways of mounting and sustaining the arch. 
Fig. 7 is a cross-section on the line 77 of Fig. 6. 
Referring to Fig.1, A represents a flat base 

plate, of metal or other suitable material, and 
B B the two filing-arches. These arches may 
be constructed of one or more parts united in 

any suitable manner, provided they present, 
essentially, the form herein - shown, and are 
adapted to be opened to permit the applica 
tion and removal of the sheets. In the form 
shown each arch consists of a single wire hav 
ing a horizontal base portion b, the vertical 
filing-arm rising at one end, and the transfer 
wire b rising from the opposite end and re 
turned in a downward direction, so that its 
end may interlock at b with the upper end of 
the filing-arm. One of the ends may be point 
ed and seated in a cavity in the other, as shown, 
or they may be arranged to interlock in any 
other manner which will permit their ready 
separation, this feature being common in the 
art in various forms. Each arch has its hori 
Zontal portion or journal b seated in a sleeve 
or bearing C, lying across the end of the base 
plate, so that the arch may be turned to an 
upright position, as shown on the left handlin 
Fig. 1, or folded down, as shown on the right 
hand in the same figure. The arches thus 
mounted may be used without a locking de 
vice to retain them in position; but I prefer 
to provide means for holding them erect. 
Fig. 1 represents the preferred means for 
this purpose, consisting of elastic tongues C, 
punched upward out of the bed-plate and per 
forated to engage projections b, formed on 
the journals of the arches. These projections 
may be produced by bending the wire of the 
arch, as shown in Fig. 2, or by applying a stud 
or pin to the wire, as shown in Fig. 3, or oth 
erwise formed, the only essential require 
ment being that the arch and the spring shall 
engage or interlock when the arch is raised to 
the operative position. The sleeves a', in 
which the arches are mounted or journaled, 
are preferably formed integral with the base 
plate by curving its ends inward in the man 
ner shown in the drawings. 
In the form shown in Fig. 4 the arch is of 

essentially the same construction as in Figs. 
1 and 2 and is mounted in the sleeves a' on 
the end of the base-plate, so that it may fold 
down sidewise. Instead of being locked by 
means shown in Fig. I the journal of the 
arch is arranged to slide endwise through the 
sleeves, which are provided with notches a, 
so that when the arch is pushed to one side 
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the projection a will enter one of the notches 
shown in Fig. 4, and the arch will be held 
firmly in position. 

In Fig. 5 the arch, instead of being made in 
one piece, has its horizontal journal divided 
at the middle and the two ends bent later 
ally, as shown at a. The sleeves (t’ are pro 
vided with notches ct and the arch made of 
elastic material under tension, so that when 
turned to an upright position its lower ends 
will spring apart and cause the arms a to en 
gage in the notches of the sleeves and thus 
hold the arch in an erect position, as shown. 
By compressing the arch edgewise, as indi 
cated by the arrows, the ends at are carried 
out of the notches, thus releasing the arch so 
that it may be folded down in the same man 
ner as in the preceding examples. 
In Fig. 6 the arch is made in one piece, as 

in Figs. 1 and 2, but without the projection 
on its journal. The journal is mounted in 
the sleeve on the base-plate, as in the preced 
ing examples, and is locked by a spring-dog 
C’, fixed to the outside of the sleeve, having 
one end at right angles to pass through a hole 
in the sleeve and in the journal of the arch, 
as shown in Fig. 7. By withdrawing the end 
of the spring the arch is released, so that it 
may be folded, as shown in dotted lines. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. In a letter-file, the combination of a base 
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or support, a filing-arch hinged thereto to fold 
down bodily, and an automatic locking device 
to sustain the arch in an upright position. 

2. In a letter-file, the combination of a base 
or support, a filing-arch having a supporting 
journal mounted on the base-plate to admit 
of the arch being folded down, and a spring 
latch engaging said journal to maintain the 
arch in an operative position. 

3. In a letter-file, the combination of a filing 
arch having a journal b, with projection b, 
and a base-plate having one portion clasped 
around the journal to serve as a bearing there 
for and another and elastic portion to engage 
said projection and lock the arch in position. 

4. In a letter-file, the combination, with a 
base or support, of two filing-arches hinged to 
opposite ends thereof and means for auto 
matically sustaining them in upright Operat 
ive positions, substantially as described. 

5. In a letter-file, a base-plate, in combina 
tion with two filing-arches hinged to its oppo 
site ends to fold down flatwise, each as an en 
tirety. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my 
hand, this 11th day of September, 1890, in the 
presence of two attesting witnesses. 

CHARLES EDWIN JEWELL, 

Witnesses: 
W. E. GALLANT, 
II. G. LOOMIS, 
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