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(57) Abstract: Provided is a stent with which
characteristics required from a stent can be
achieved at higher levels, and which has a novel
structure. A stent 10 is provided with a tubular
framework 16 capable of radial expansion/con-
traction, wherein the framework 16 includes a
core layer 18 formed from biodegradable mater-
ial, and a core degradation control layer 20
formed from biodegradable material is layered
on a surface of the core layer 18 of the frame-
work 16. Alternatively, a framework 52, 54 is
provided with a self-extending region 56 that
deforms into a pre-set shape by superelasticity,
wherein a portion of the framework 52,54 away
from the self-extending region 56 in the axial
direction forms an over-deformation region 58
capable of greater deformation than the self-ex-
tending region 56.
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claims.
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(Invention 1) claims 1-6

Claims 1-6 have the special technical feature “a tubular framework
capable of radially expanding/contracting modification has a core layer
formed from biodegradable material, wherein a core degradation control
layer formed from biodegradable material is laminated on a surface of
the core layer of the framework” andare thereforeclassifiedinto Invention
1.

(Invention 2) claims 7-12

Claims 7-12 have the common technical feature with claim 1 classified
into Invention 1 of “a stent provided with a tubular framework capable
of radially expanding/contracting modification”.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since it is apparent that the technical
feature does not make a contribution over the prior art (said technical
feature has been disclosed in any document 1listed in the Box of “DOCUMENTS
CONSDIERED TO BE RELEVANT").

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Further, claims 7-12 are not dependent on claim 1.

In addition, claims 7-12 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1.

Consequently, claims 7-12 cannot be classified into Invention 1.

Claims 7-12 have the special technical feature “a tubular framework
capable of radially expanding/contracting modification is provided with
a self-expansion region which can be modified by hyperelasticity into
a pre-set shape, wherein a portion of the framework which is axially
deviated from the self-expansion region constitutes an over-modification
region capable of being modified more than the self-expansion region”
and are therefore classified into Invention 2.

(Invention 3) claims 13-20

Claims 13-20 have no technical feature which is common to claim 1
classified into Invention 1 and claim 7 classified into Invention 2.

In addition, claims 13-20 are not dependent on claims 1 and 7.

In addition, claims 13-20 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1 or 2.

Consequently, claims 13-20 cannot be classified into either Invention
1 or 2.

Claims 13-20 have the special technical feature “has a peripheral
wall structure in which a first framework structure provided with a first
gap and a second framework structure provided with a second gap are
inseparably integrated, wherein the second gap of the second framework
structure is made smaller by the first framework structure” and are
therefore classified into Invention 3.

(Invention 4) claims 21-29

Claims 21-29 have no technical feature which is common to claim 1
classified into Invention 1, claim 7 classified into Invention 2 and
claim 13 classified into Invention 3.

Further, claims 21-29 are not dependent on claims 1, 7 and 13.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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Further, claims 21-29 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
any one of Inventions 1-3.

Consequently, claims 21-29 cannot be classified into any one of
Inventions 1-3.

Claims 21-29 have the special technical feature “fitted with a
balloon-coordinated protrusion which protrudes from the surface of a
strut constituting a peripheral wall and which acts on a stent-mounted
balloon in a coordinated manner”, and are therefore classified into
Invention 4.
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