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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, DANEL E. FITZGER 

ALD, a citizen of the United States, residin 
at Ardmore, in the county of Carter an 
State of Oklahoma, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Clothes 
Protectors, of which the following is a speci 
fication. - 

The seats of public carriers, such as rail 
way cars operated by locomotives using bi 
tuminous coal are usually covered with soot, 
cinders, dust and the like which tend to soil 
the clothing of passengers occupying the 
same. Particularly is this the case when 
such seats are upholstered with plush and 
like material having a nap which tends to 
retain soot, cinders and the like settling 
thereon. 
The present invention provides simple and 

effective means for covering the seat and 
thereby preventing the clothing of the pas 
senger from becoming soiled by contact 
there with. . 

The primary purpose of the invention is 
the provision of an article which may be 
conveniently carried and which when placed 
in position will not injure the seat or the 
part to which the protector is fitted, thereby 

'' preventing any objection being urged as to 
30 O the use of the device. 

The invention provides an article embody 
ing an apron, a frame for holding the apron 
extended and a clip for attaching the pro 
tector to the seat, the apron being detachable 
from the frame to admit of its laundrying 
when required and the frame and clip being 
foldable so that the device as a whole may 
be reduced to a small package for conven 
ience of carrying. 
A further purpose of the invention is the 

provision of novel connecting means between 
the apron and frame whereby these parts 
may be easily and quickly placed together 
or separated, the apron being adapted to be 
formed into a roll for inclosing the frame 
and clip when the article is reduced to a compact form. 
The invention has also for its object a 

frame and clip of sectional formation in 
cluding joints which have a limited move 
ment in one direction, as when the frame 
and clip are extended, and which are nova 
ble in the opposite direction to admit of the parts folding into a small space, 

Specification pf Letters Patent, 

indicated most clearly in Fig. 
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With these and other objects in view, which will readily appear as the nature of 
the invention is better understood, the same 
consists in the improved construction and 
novel arrangement and combinations of 
parts which will be hereinafter fully de 
scribed and particularly claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings has been 

illustrated a simple and preferred form of 
the invention, it being, however, understood 
that no limitation is necessarily made to the 
precise structural details therein exhibited, 
but that changes, alterations and modifica 
tions within the scope of the invention as 
claimed may be resorted to when desired. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a 
perspective view showing the application of 
the invention to a seat such as generally pro 
vided in railway cars. Fig. 2 is a perspec 
tive view of the frame and clip, the apron 
being detached and showing the relation of 
such parts when extended. Fig. 3 is, a view 
of the parts shown in Fig. 2 illustrating 
their relation when folded. Fig. 4 is a rear 
view of the protector, an intermediate pof 
tion of the apron being broken away. Fig. 5 
is a detail view indicating the position of 
the back of the seat when the device is in 
position. Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the 
clip, the sections being separated. Eig. 7 is 
a perspective view of the protector as it al 
pears when formed into a small package tol carrying. 

sections of the frame, the parts comprising 
the joint being separated. 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 
The protector comprises an apron I which 

is preferably of textile and may be of any 
length and width. The bottom edge of the 
apron is hemmed or otherwise reinforced 
and provided with tapes or strings 2 which 
may be wrapped about the package and 
formed into a knot for securing the same, as 

; The apper 
(nd of the apron is made tapering, as indi 
cated at 3, such tapered portion constituting 
a flap which is adapted to be attached at its 
free end to the clip, thereby fixing the posi 
tion of the clip and holding the flap ex 
tended. Transversely alining pockets 4 are 
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Fig. 8 is a detail view showing . 
more clearly the joint formed between the 
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fore; it posife edges of the apron at the 
list if the lip 3 and these pockets are pref 
e'lly lisposed upon the rear sile of the 
art in an are spaced apart a distin'' () al 

it if the trime lucing easily place it i? si 
tion or removed. The open ent; if the 
pockets face it warl and their late?' ef; is 
he closel, thereby preventing : it veille: it it 
the traine when the same is it iii! ('e. Bylis 
posing the pockets poll the 'eli' side of tly 
apron the atter is adapted to extend ver 
in conceal the frame ind also sevent (i- 
rect contact of the fraue with the is tact if 
the user. The apron is of a will is!!'; 
ample protection aud is of a let gilt, extend 
a joig the back, botton a clfi'i it (f the seat, 
as indicated most clearly in Fig. 1. A bo'- 
tion of the npcon is tucked into tug space 
formel in the back and botton) if the seat, 
as shown most clearly in Fig. 1: thereby as 
sisting materially in holding the apron it 
proper position. 
The fame is of sectional formation and 

comprises a middle member 5 all end mel 
iners 6, the several neier's cing lingelly 
connected to a limit of redicing the size of 
the frame to a convenient foi'in for 'il rising. 
The members 5 and 6 are hingedly 'onnected 
and are limited in their movements in one 
direction so as to hold the meinbei's ill line 
ment. The end members 6 are illipted to 
foll upon the inner merber 5 and well (ex 
tentled are inited in their outward in Y 
nient by neas of stops7 which Overlap the 
inged joints. As slow in most clearly in 

iig. 8 the nienbei's 5 and 6 are formed with 
at rhing eyes which are adapted to receive 

a little, one of the members, as {3, having 
a portion extended beyond its extremity to 
overlap the hinged joint and engage with 
the member 5 and limit, the infoiling of 
the member 6. The stop 7 consists of il. 
tongue which forms a part of the member 6. 
When the ent members (; are extended the 
ingrues or stols 7 engage the rear side of 
the middle meiler 5 and limit, the unfold 
ing (, f the members ?s and holl the Several 
nemier's in line. The cind inheimer's 6 in 1": 
fitted in the pockets 4 and are a lapted to be 
introduce into or removed from stel polk 
ets by flexing the frame so as to is tic 
end inelio's 6 at an angle to the Illi llc. 
member 5. When placing the frame in visi 
tion or rein (ving the sane from the ini's 1). 
edge portions of the latter are leflected () 
conform to the angle of the men el's (i. 
willer by the latter may be slinel it (' 
remove? frii) the pockets. 
The clip has the foru () a hook in is 

pivotally it innected to fle frine at S to : - 
nit of the clip being firmed, so as to line 
with th: frame when the parts tie Toilet. 
as inclicated nest clearly in lig. 3. The cli 
comprisis : shark 9, a light ft), an a sil 
embodying sections 11 at 12. The Several 
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parts are hingodly connected to admit of 
the clip folding into compact form, as in 
dicated in IFig. 3. The abutting ends of 
tle several parts are formel with matching 
eyes in which are fitteel pintles. The pal'ts 
') and 10 and l and 12 are connected in sub 
stantially the same manner as the inclber's 
of the frame, that is, the joints are formed 
with stops or tongues 13 which correspond 
in construction, finction and operation with 
the stops of the frame menlbers (3, The 
Jill portion of the clip is constructed so 
as to flex in both lirections which is lec('s- 
sary to admit of the compact folding of the 
(li), hence it is necess: iry to stiffen the joint 
ld limit the swinging ovement of the bill 
portion in an outward direction. This is 
a "complished by means of a lock 14 which 
is slidable upon one of the parts, as the ele 
ment 10. An end portion of the lock 14 
rojects so as to overlap the joint formed 
between the elements 10 and 11 and limit 
the outward movement of the part 11. The 
lock 14 is slidable upon the part 10 and is 
referably retained in place there on by 

means of tongues 15 which are bent, about 
opposite edge portions of the part 10 in such 
a manner as to prevent binding but yet ad 
mit of a sliding movement of the lock upon 
the part 10. The shank portion 9 of the 
clip is pivoted to the middle member 5 of 
the frame, thereby admitting of the clip 
being turned into the plane of such frame. 
The oriter section 12 folds upon the section 
11 and when the lock 14 is slid back upon 
the part 10 the elements 10 and 11 are adapt 
ed to 'old upon the shank, as indicated in 
Fig. 3, after which opposite edge portions 
of the apron may be folded inward and the 
apron formed into a roll and made sect re. 
by means of the tapes or strings 2, as in 
dicated in Fig. 7. The part 10 is provided 
with a stinct 16 which is adapted to co 
operate with a socket 17 provided upon the 
end of the flap 3. The parts 16 and 17 con 
stitute elements (f a separable or snap fas 
tening. When the parts are in opei'ative 
position, as illicated in Fig. 1, the clip is 
held for turning boat the pivot fastein 
ing 8 y means of the flap 3 when the fas 
tening member 17 thereof is engaged with 
the compliciental member i?, such ?lain 
serving as a lice to hold the clip in the re 
tired position. 
When the protector is unfolded it is re 

tained in place by engaging the clip over 
the upper ent of the lack ()f the seat, as 
indicated in IFigs. 1 and 5, the ai'i in being 
extendlel so as to cover the part of the back, 
lifton and 'rott, of the scat, intendel to be 
ict lied by the person, thereby preventing 
the citling from becoming soiled by coin 
fact, with the holsteing which is isnally 
lite witl spot, 'is's, dist and the like. 
When not in use thic prollector unity be 
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9uickly folded into a compact form for con 
Venience of carrying in the pocket, Satchel 
or the like,as indicated in Fig. i. Haying thus described the invention what 
is claimed as 'new is:- 
A protector of the character set forth com 

prising an apron having alined transverse 
pockets on one face at its opposite edges and 
ear One end, the face of the apron between the pockets being clear, a foidable fran 

having its ends inserted in the pockets, a 
clip comprising a shank pivoted to said 
frame, at the centerthereof" and adapted to 
extend toward the adjacent end of the apron, bight member hinged to'the shank to fi 
to the same or extend therefrom over 

8 
back of a seat, 
bight member, a terminal if inenber 
hinged to the first-mentioned bill member to 
fold between the same and the shank or to 
extend therefrom and bear against the back 
of a seat, and interengaging means on the 
apron and bight member to detachably con 
nect the apron to the clip whereby both the 
a PTOn and the clip will be 
In testimony whereof I affix any signature 

in presence of two witnesses, 
DANEEL, E, FITEGERA,B, If, 8, 

Witnesses: 
J. C. BARR, 
C. C. LYNCH. 

a bill member hinged to the 

held extended. . . . 

  


