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UNITED STATES PATENT ORRECE. 
CLAUDEL. AUSTIN, OF SULLIWAN, INDIANA. 

CR.A.E. 

1,335,635. 
Application filed April 25, 1919. 

To all it holl, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, CLAUDE L. AUSTIN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Sul 
livan, in the county of Sullivan and State 
of Indiana, have invented new and useful 
In provenients in Crates, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to crates of the 

lnockdown ol' collapsible type, the object 
being to provide a crate of simple and du 
'able construction, which may be easily set 
up or leadily collapsed so as to occupy a 
}}inimu}) space for storage or shipment. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a citate of novel construction, in which 
the bottom, top, sides and ends are plovided 
With intel'engaging cleats secured together 
with a hinged rod, permitting of the ready 
Separation of the various member's for the 
purpose of cleaning or replacing broken 
paits. 
A further object is to provide a crate of 

the above character in which cleats are used 
for holding the crate assembled, these cleats 
being also utilized for removably and lig 
idly holding a partition within the crate so 
that the latter may be divided into sepa 
irate compartments. 

(their objects and advantages of the in 
vention will appear as the following de 
scription is read in connection with the ac 
companying drawing: 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the crate 

embodying the present invention. 
Fig. 2 is a transevrse sectional view of 

the same. 
Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal sectional 

view. 
Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view, and 
Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view with 

the crate collapsed. 
Referring now in detail to the drawings, 

wherein like characters of reference denote 
corresponding parts the bottom Wall of the 
crate is indicated at 10, and is made up of 
a plurality of strips secured together by end 
cleats or battens 11 and a center cleat or bat 
ten 12. Secured along one edge of the bot 
tom 10 is a strip 13, which forms one section 
of one side wall of the crate and is provided 
with end cleats or blocks 14 and intermedi 
ate spaced cleats or blocks 15, the latter 
straddling the center cleat 12 of the bottom 
10 and being spaced slightly from the sides 
of the said cleat, while the former, that is 
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the cleats or blocks 14 are located adjacent 
the end cleats 11. Located along the oppo 
site side edge of the bottom 10 is another 
upright strip 16, the height of which is less 
than the height of the strip 13. 
One of the side walls is indicated at 17 

and is adapted to be secured within an edge 
of the strip 16, this side wall being com 
josed of longitudinally disposed spaced 
strips 18 and transverse strips or cleats 
19 and 20, the former being arranged 
adjacent to but spaced from the ends of the 
strips is, while the latter is located inter 
mediate the strips or cleats 19. The cleats 
19 and 20 are arranged in pairs, the former 
being adapted to receive the strips or cleats 
11 of the bottom 10, while the latter receives 
the intermediate cleat 12. The side section 
17 is removably secured to the bottom 10 
through the medium of a hinge rod 2. 
which passes through apertures formed in 
the cleats 11-12 and 19 and 20. 
The opposite side wall is composed of the 

strips 13 which form one section of the 
wall and a removable section 22, the latter 
being formed of spaced longitudinal strips 
23 and transverse strips or cleais 24 and 25, 
which like the cleats 19 and 20 are arranged 
in pairs. The ends of the cleats 24 are 
adapted to straddle the blocks or cleats 14, 
while the ends of the cleats 25 are received. 
between the blocks o' cleats 15, the two sec 
tions of the side walls being secured together 
through the medium of a hinged rod 26, 
which passes through registering apertures 
in the cleats after the manner of the side 
sections 17 previously described. - 
The top wall is formed of a main section 

27, which is hingedly secured to the section 
22 of the side wall just described and a pair 
of sections 28 which are hingedly secured 
to the side section. 17. The section 27 is 
formed of spaced longitudinal strips which 
extend the entire length of the crate and 
which are held together by transverse cleats 
29 and 30, the former engaging between the 
cleats 19 and 24, while the latter engages be 
tween the cleats 20 and 25. The hinged rod 
31 serves to connect the main section 27 of 
the top wall to the side sections 22. The 
sections 28 are approximately one half the 
length of the crate and are formed of longi 
tudinally disposed strips and transverse 
cleats, the latter being indicated at 32. 
These cleats are hingedly secured to the side 
sections 17 through the medium of a hinged 
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pin or rod 38 and may be opened independ 
ently of one another and of the top sec 
tion 27. 
The end walls are formed of longitudinal 

strips 34 and transverse cleats 35, the latter 
being spaced slightly from the ends of the 
strips 34, so that the ends of these strips 
may engage between the cleats 19 and 24 of 
the side sections. 

if desired the crate may be divided into 
separate compartinents through the medium 
of a removable partition, which is formed of 
strips 36 and cleats 37, the lattei' being ar 
ranged in pairs upon opposite sides of the 
strips 36 and extending slightly below and 
above the bottom and top strips 36. This 
construction provides notches between the 
cleats 37 at each end thereof for engage 
ment with the cleat 12 of the bottom 10 and 
the cleat 30 of the top wall 27, and as the 
end cleats 37 of the removable partition are 
spaced slightly from the ends of said strips 
36, the ends of these strips may enter the 
space between the cleats 20 and 25 of the side 
walls of the crate. - 
The foregoing described construction pro 

vides an interlocking engagement between 
all of the various members of walls of the 
crate resulting in an absolutely rigid struc 
ture, which may be readily taken apart if 
desired or collapsed for storage or shipment. 
Bv making all of the sections of the crate 

ey s 

readily removable, the crate may be thor 
35 

oughly cleaned and kept in a sanitary condi 
tion for the shipment of fowl. 
In collapsing the crate, the top sections 27 

and 28 are raised and the end walls are re 
moved from between the sidewalls and are 

40 

45 

placed within the crate to one side of the 
cleat 12. The partition is then placed upon 
the other side of the cleat and the side sec 
tion 17 folded down thereon. The opposite 
side section is then folded over the section 
17 and the sections 27 and 28 are folded over 
the last named side sections, flush with the 
strip 16. 

1,335,635 

The invention is susceptible of various 
changes in its form, proportion and minor 
details of construction and the right is here 
in reserved to make such changes as prop 
erly fall within the scope of the appended 
claims. 

iiaving this described the invention what 
is claimed is:- 

1. A crate comprising separable bottom, 
side, end and top walls, transversely dis 
posed cleats carried by the bottom and top 
walls, paii's of spaced transversely disposed 
cleats carried bv. the side walls to form 
channels for the reception of the cleats car 
ried by the bottom and top walls and for 
the reception of the ends of the end walls, a 
removable partition engageable with the 
cleats of the side walls and transversely ar 
ranged vertically disposed parallel cleats 
carried by said partition extending above 
and below the same to provide notches for 
engagement with the cleats of the bottom 
and top walls and the hinged rod passing 
through registering openings in the cleats of 
the bottom, top and side walls. 

2. A crate comprising separable bottom, 
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side, end and top walls, transversely dis 
posed cleats carried by the bottom and top 
walls, rigid members of different heights 
extending along each of the side edges of 
the bottom wall, pairs of parallel trans 
versely disposed cleats carried by the side. 
walls, said spaced cleats forming channels 
for the reception of the cleats of the bottom 
and top walls and for the ends of the end 
walls, removable sections for the top wall, 
said removable sections having transverse 
cleats for engagement with the cleats of one 
of the side walls, a removable partition en 
gageable with the cleats of the bottom, top 
and side walls and hinged rods passing 
through registering openings in said cleats 
for holding the walls of the crate together. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature. 
CLAUDEL. AUSTIN. 
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