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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Ysaac C. Popprr, a
citizen of the United States of America,
residing at New York, in the county of
New York and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in  Folding XKnives, Forks, and
Spoons, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to an improvement
in folding knives, forks and spoons all of
which are capable of being nested together
in the handle of the spoon so that the several
articles can be carried as one in compact
space,

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1, is
a view in perspective of the spoon.

Fig. 2, is a section through the latter as
well as through the knife and fork as they
are nested therein.

Fig. 8, is a view of the knife in its ex-
tended position, the fork being indicated by
dotted lines.

Fig. 4, is an enlarged fragmentary view
showing the parts folded together.

The numeral 1, represents the handle of
the spoon, which is preferably stamped out
of a piece of sheet metal in the form of an
open frame; the numeral 2, is the bowl of
the spoon pivotally connected by a pin 3, at
one end of the handle and the shank of
the bowl is squared as at 4, and a blade
spring 5, bears against it after the manner
of an ordinary knife blade joint with the
purpose of the squared shank and spring be-
g to hold the bowl either in its extended
intermediate or folded position.

Since the knife and fork are alike except
that one has a sharp blade and the other
tines, the description of the knife will suffice
for both. This comprises a skeleton handle
8 and a blade 9, the shank of which is held
pivotally in the end of the handle by a rivet
or pin 10.

A locking slide 11, is slidably fitted be-
tween the sides of the pivoted ends of the
skeleten handle and it slidably embraces the
pivoted end of the blade, it being preferably
made of a single piece of steel or other metal
bent around and fitted to thus slide between
and embrace these parts and this sliding
lock 11, is cut away through the major por-

tion to fit between the pivoted ends of the
handle so that shoulders 13 are formed
which constitutes stops to limit the move-
ment of the sliding lock in one direction and
the ends of the handle terminate in tongues
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14, adapted to be embraced by these shoul- -

dered ends of the sliding lock, whereby to
hold the blade if it be a knife or tines if it
be a fork, rigidly extended when being used
as a knife or fork or both,

Consequently in order to fold the blade
into the handle the sliding lock is merely
slid forward toward the outer end of the
blade as far as it will go whereupon the
shouldered ends clear the ends of the tines
on the inner ends of the handle thus permit-
ting the blade or tines, as the case may be,
to be swung around in to the handle after
which the locking slide is again slid out and
the blade or tines is thereby locked within
the confines of the skeleton handle.

Thus is provided a very simple article,
most efficient in use, which comprises just
three parts and a pivot, and, therefore, is
easily and quickly manufactured at a com-
paratively small initial cost, while above all,
presenting an article which is most effective
i the performance of its intended func-
tions.

The knife and fork when folded are of a
size to fit and slide into the hollow handle
of the spoon as shown in Fig. 2, the parts
being so fitted and dimensioned as fo fit
snugly together by frictional contact and
the inturned lips 15, on the edge of the
spoon handle are disposed and in position to
embrace and assist in holding the several
parts together. When thus together the
spoon is adapted to be folded over the knife
and fork when the article can be easily in-
cased and a pocket formed for it and car-
ried in the owner’s pocket or in any conven-
ient place.

Tt will also be observed that the knife and
fork could be pulled apart, away out in
order to lengthen the handle of the spoon,
if desired. In this way too it reduces the
conductivity of heat when the spoon is be-
ing used to stir or serve hot liquid.

I claim:

The combination with a hollow handle
open at its top and rear, and provided along
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its upper edges -with inwardly-extending
lips, a spoon: pivoted at one end of said hol-
low handle; and a knife and fork each com-
prising a skeleton handle and a knife or
5 fork member foldably pivoted thereto, said
knife and fork adapted to be slidably and
detachably received within said hollow

handle and held therein by said lips, whereby
said parts may be nested and the handle of
the spoon may be lengthened or shortened 10
by sliding the knife and fork out or in.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

ISSAC C. POPPER.

Copies of this patent may be obtained. for five cents each, by addressing the ‘“Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. G.”



