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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, SYLVESTER KENNEDY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of Derby, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Corset-
Clasps, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention relates in general to garment-
fasteners, but more particularly to the class
of corset-clasps, and has for its purpose the
formation of a simple yet secure and safe fas-
tener for said garments. Itis common in de-
vices for this purpose that the sudden bring-
ing together of the corset-busks to which the
device is attached by movements of the body
unfastens the clasp, the stud springing out of
theeye,causing discomfortand inconvenience
tothe wearer. To avoid these disadvantages,
devices have been made, but as a rule com-
plicated, being extremely difficult to both fas-
ten and unfasten and cause much needless
effort on the part of the user. It is the pur-
pose of my invention to obviate these disad-
vantages by providing a most simple device
which can be readily fastened and unfas-
tened, but which when once fastened is abso-
lutely secure from unexpected or aceidental
loosening.

Other advantages of my invention will ap-
pear as I proceed with the deseription of my
device which is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front plan view of the eye or
socket attached to a corset-busk; Fig. 2, a
rear plan view of the eye or socket attached
to a corset-busk; Iig. 3, a side view of the
stud attached to the opposite corset-busk, and
Fig. 4 a plan view of a variation of my device
in which the metal or wire socket is attached
by means of rivets; Fig. 5, an edge view of
the socket member of the clasp shown in Figs.
1 and 2.

Referring tothedrawings, o o’ are the busk-
sections; b, the headed pin secured to section
@. The socket or eye forming'member ¢ eon-
sists of a single piece of metal bent to form a
large stud-head entrance-opening d and a
smallstud-holding opening e. From the point
of attachment to the busk the ends of the
socket member are bent back and carried

within the body of the socket substantially

parallel with said body, so as to form spring-
fingers f f. These fingers are in the same
plane with the body of the socket and are
separated from the body by a space sufficient
to permit the fingers to yield laterally to the
extent necessary to allow the stud-shank to
be forced between the same. Undue projec-
tion of the fingers above the socket member
or yielding at an angle to the plane of the
socket is thus obviated and a perfectly flat
spring -socket obtained. The fingers con-
verge at the beginning of the stud-holding
opening e, and theirends g approach so closely
as to form a contracted passage 7, through
which the stud-shank must be forced in order
to pass it into the stud-holding opening e.
The ends of the fingers act as a stop to pre-
vent the return of the stud to the large open-
ing g. The fingers thus constitute a spring-
lock to prevent the accidental displacement
or disengagement of the stud. At the point
where the metal is bent back upon itself the
bent portions % % are inserted into the busk-
section and compressed or mashed down to
form attaching means, as indicated atn n, or
rivets may be used without bending in and
inserting the metal into the busk-section, as
shown in Fig. 4.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The busk-section @, bearing the headed stud
b, is brought under busk o', so that the stud
enters opening d, and is then drawn through
passage ¢ into the small opening e, where
said stud bis held from unfastening by means
of its head j and the converged ends g ¢ of
the spring-fingers f f, thus forming a perfect
and secure fastening, L

It is thus seen that by my invention a one-
piece socket is obtained, doing away with the
necessity of sheared - out eyes projecting
above the body of the clasp and forming sock-
ets and raised or riveted on spring-fingers, as

are used in some of the devices heretofore

employed; while my device affords a simple
but most effective fastening.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, ig—

1. In a clasp, in combination with a stud
member, a socket member formed of a single
piece of metal bent inward at its closed end
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to form a contracted stud-holding portion and
bent back within itself to form spring-fingers,
said fingers extending around the wider por-
tion of the socket which forms the stud-head
entrance, and having theirfree ends converg-
ing to near the contracted stud-holding por-
tion, thereby forming a contracted passage,
whereby after the. stud has been pushed
through said passage, the fingers form a
spring-lock to hold the stud in the contracted
part of the socket, substantially as described.

- 2. In a clasp, in combination with a stud
member, a socket member consisting of a sin-
gle piece of metal bent to leave a large stud-
receiving opening and, at its outer end, a con-
tracted stud-holding opening, and having its
free ends doubled back within the socket,
forming spring-fingers which extend into the
socket and form a lock for the stud, said fin-
gers lying in the same plane with the body
portion inclosing the same, and separated
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from said body portion, whereby the fingers
yield laterally to admit the stud, substantially
as described.

3. In a corset-clasp, in combination with a
stud member, a corset-busk, a socket mem-
ber consisting of a single piece of metal bent
and doubled to form a large receiving-open-
ing and a contracted stud-holding opening,
and having spring-fingers extending into the
body of the socket and their ends forming a
stop to prevent the return of the stud, the
ends of the socket member where doubled be-
ing bent at an angle and clenched to the busk,
said busk provided with holes to receive said
cienched ends, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

SYLVESTER KENNEDY.

‘Witnesses:

JaMES F. EGAN,
JOHN J. LORDAN.
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