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To all whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, THOMASEAGAN, of New 

Haven, in the county of New Haven and State 
of Connecticut, have invented new and Im 
proved Laundry-Tongs, of which the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

laundry tongs; and the object of my inven 
tion is to produce extremely cheap, simple, 
durable, and convenient tongs, which may be 
made to answer the purpose of an ordinary 
clothes stick, which are adapted to be dipped 
into a boiler of hot water so as to pick out 
various articles therein and which are con 
structed in such a way that they may be made 
to grasp very small articles, such for instance 
as a collar-button, collar, or other small thing, 
and which also are sufficiently strong to lift 
larger articles. 
To this end my invention consists of laun 

dry tongs, the construction of which will be 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming a part of this specifica 
tion, in which similar figures of reference in 
dicate corresponding parts in both the views. 
Figure is a side elevation, partly in sec 

tion, of the tongs embodying my invention; 
and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section on the 
The tongs 10 are shaped substantially like 

the Ordinary tongs and comprises two oppo 
sitely arranged and similar members 11 which 
are preferably of wood, although any suitable 
material may be used in their construction, 
and these members terminate at their free 
ends in jaws 12 which have flat opposing faces, 
so that when pressed together they will fit 
closely so as to enable any minute article to 
be picked up between their points. The 
members 11 are near one end mortised on 
their inner sides, as shown at 13, and in these 
mortises is held a ring 14, while projecting 
through the mortises transversely are pins 15, 
these being placed within the ring, as shown 
clearly in Fig.1, so that the ring will be held 

upon the pins and will thereby be prevented 
from being removed from the mortises. It 
will be seen that this ring coupling forms 
a very strong connection between the two 
members 11 of the tongs, and it permits them 
to have all the necessary movement toward 
and away from each other, but as the mor 
tises are made simply large enough to re 
ceive the ring, the ring bears against the side 
walls of the mortises and prevents the tong 
members from moving laterally, so that when 
the members are forced together, the faces of 
the jaws 12 register accurately and thus any 
articles picked up by the jaws may be con 
veniently grasped and consequently held. 
On the lower portion of the ring 14 be 

tween the members 11 is a spring 16 which 
normally presses the jaws apart, but the 
spring is sufficiently elastic to permit it to be 
compressed by grasping the members 11 in 
the hand, so that the jaws 12 may be conven 
iently forced together. The spring 16 has 
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also sufficient strength to hold the jaWS 12 
apart, so that the tongs may be easily applied 
to any articles to be raised. 
The ring 14 may be made in the form of a 

wheel, without affecting the principle of the 
invention; that is, it may have a solid cen 
tral portion so long as room is left for the 
play of the ring on the pins 15, and it is pro 
vided with an opening for the spring. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
A clothes tongs comprising two members 

mortised in their adjacent faces, an inter 
posed ring entering said mortises and having 
a spring coiled upon its lower portion be 
tween the said two members and transverse 
pins crossing the mortises and extending 
through the bore of the ring at opposite sides 
thereof, substantially as set forth. 

THOMAS EAGAN, 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM L. GREEN, 
RICHARD H. TYNER, 
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