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This invention relates to a hair cutting device and more
particularly to an arrangement which permits satisfactory
hair cutting operations to be executed by an average per-
son, without any professional training or skill.

it is the object of the present invention to make possi-
ble “home hair cutting operations” as has been done in
the field of “home permanents,” so that a professional
ilevel of excellence in such hair cutting operations may
be attained in the home, without need for the service of
a beauty salon every time a hair cut or trim is necessary.

It is a further object of the invention to make possible
the obtention of different styles of coiffures by means of
the same instrumentalities, so that many different varia-
tions of hair styles may be obtained by a non-professional
operator in the home.

The invention proceeds upon the principle of section-
alizing a head of hair into a plurality of predetermined
areas following the thorough wetting thereof. This is
done by applying a flexible cap io the head, which cap is
provided with a plurality of contoured openings exiend-
ing over the major part of the hair, and which openings
are integrated by comparatively narrow webs. Individual
sections of the hair are withdrawn separately from these
areas by a long instrument such as the end of a “rat-tail”
comb, and while the hair ends are held in one hand, the
hair is cut by a razor operated by the other hand. The
razor is detachably engaged with the flexible cap for guid-
ing movement along the webs thereof with an adjustable
displacement of the cutting blade relative to the cap and
the portion of hair which has been withdrawn frem under
it. The razor is guided reliably along the head in a slither-
ing motion to effect an even cutting of the hair in each
subdivided area. The cutting edge may be adjusted to
different spacings from the head in the several areas, ac-
cording to a predetermined instruction chart, so that the
over-all cutting of the head of hair at the different areas
thereof compares favorably with a professional cutting op-
eration to obtain any desired hair styling effect.

Other objects and purposes will appear from the de-
tailed description of the invention following hereinafter,
taken in comjunction with the accompanying drawing,
wherein

FIG. 1is a front elevation of the back of a head of hair
showing the flexible cap or hair cutting guide in accord-
ance with the invention applied thereto;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the adjustable razor in
conjunction with the track on the hair cutting gnide which
makes possible a smocoth cutting of the hair which is
withdrawn through each of the subdivided areas of the
guide;

FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view along a vertical plane
containing line 3—3 of FIG. 2 and perpendicular to the
razor supporting rod; and

FIG. 4 is a horizontal sectional view along line 4—4 of
FI1G. 3.

The instant invention sesks to simplify the hair cutting
operation of ladies’ hair so that the same may be executed
in the home by unskiiled operators, while making possible
the obtention of any desired style effects by following
predetermined sets of charts and instructions.

While the cutting of hair by the provision of guide
templates and patterns has been contemplated heretofore,
the ultimate results have been unsatisfactory because no
provision has been made for the handling of the cutting
instrumentality in a proper manmner to effect the cutting
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of the hair along smooth lines at the proper lengths.
Furthermore, blocking guides for the hair have been used
heretofore, not only for cutting the hair, but also for
curling the hair. The latter expedient is disclosed in the
patent to Glick, No. 2,575,589.

According to the instant invention, a blocking guide
resembling an apertured cap C is applied to the human
head in order to subdivide the hair into numerous sec-
tions on the crown, sides and rear of the head. Thus,
the crown may be subdivided into four or five contoured
areas, with three or four areas on the side and four or
five areas on the rear. As shown in FIG. 1, openings &,
7, 8 and 9 are formed by vertical webs 2 and 2’ and hori-
zontal webs 1, 3, 4 and 5. The major area of the guide
is composed of contoured openings, with minimal area
devoted to the integrating webs, which are of sufficient
width to impart the desired strength to the guide.

The guide C for subdividing the hair, functioning as a
template, is formed as a cap of flexible material such as
rubber or any other synthetic plastic, and tracks or re-
taining ridges 19 extend along the horizontal webs of the
pattern cap adjacent to the lower edge of each of the
areas, through which the hair, undergoing cutting, may
be withdrawn. The tracks may be continuous along the
horizontal webs intersecting the vertical webs or may
terminate at the latter.

The track or ridge 18 is provided with a flange or in-
wardly extending lip 1¢’, which is adapted to engage and
guide the end of a cutting instrument, such as a razor.
The flexibility of the flange permits the ready engage-
ment and disengagement of the hook 14 with the track.
The razor may assume the form of a rod 11 having a
slot 13 along the length thereof, with a hook 14 at one
end and a handle 12 at the opposite end thereof. A cut-
ting member in the form of a vertically disposed safety
razor may be set at predetermined positions along the
rod 11 of the safety razor, which spacing from the end
14 is indicated by the scale indicia 15 along the rod.

The safety razor consists of a Z-shaped backing mem-
ber 20, terminating in an abutment 22 which is slidably
and non-rotatably mounted within slot 13 of the rod 11.
A razor blade 26 is seated against backing member 20 and
is retained in place by means of a toothed guard member
27 and fastening bolts 28 thereon for retaining the guard
memiber in place. The cutting edge for severing the hair
is exposed between the teeth of the guard member.

The spacing of the razor from the hook end 14 of the
razor may be adjusted by loosening wing nut 24 on bolt
23 extending through abutment 22 to obtain either a
longer or shorter cut of hair.

To operate the hair cutting device in accordance with
the invention, the hair is wetted thoroughly and the flexi-
ble cutting guide is applied thereto to subdivide the hair
into a plurality of contoured areas. The shaft of a “rat-
tail” comb may then be used to pull out the hair from
one of the openings in the guide and this portion of hair
is held outwardly from the head by the fingers of ome
hand. 'The displacement of the razor blade from the
hook end 14 is adjusted according to an instruction chart
for the specific opening in the guide being operated upon
and the style of coiffure sought to be attained. The hook
end 14 of the razor, held by the other hand, is engaged
with the track 10 at one end thereof and is moved by
the operator with a slithering motion toward the opposite
end thereof in the path of the hair held between the
fingers of the first hand.

After the hair extending through one opening is cut,
the razor is disengaged from the track and the operation
is repeated with the hair in the next subdivided area which
is pulled out from under the guide. An adjustment of
the cutting blade from the end 14 is made before the
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next cutting operation if such is required by the instruc-
tion chart.

The above procedure is repeated for every section of
the hair -guide, and the controlled length of hair cut in
each one of the subdivided sections conforming to the
selected chart, results in any desired coiffure style, which
compares. favorably with the results obtained by a tonso-
rial artist. :

The tracks 16 on the webs of the guide for engaging the
end of the razor may assume different forms as long as
they form part of the guide body and cooperate with the
end of the razor which constitutes the reference point for
the adjusiable cuiting blade.

While I have described my invention as embodied in
a specific form .and as operating in a specific manner for
purposes of illustration, it should be undersicod that I
do not limit my invention thereto, since various modifi-
cations will suggest themselves to those skilled in the art
without departing from the spirit of my invention, the
scope of which is set forth in the annexed claims.

1 claim: )

1. A hair cutting device comprising a guide adapted to
cover substantially the entire head -and composed of nu-
merous intersecting webs exiending in diverse directions
and defining numerous openings therebetween to section-
alize. the hair, undergoing cutting, into a large number of
predetermined areas on the crown, sides and rear of the
head, a retaining track on the exterior of said guide ex-
tending along each of a plurality of said webs and adja-
cent to said openings, a hair cutting instrument having one

- end thereof in detachable interengagement with a selected
one. of said retaining tracks and movable therealong, and
a cutting blade mounted on-said instrument and spaced
adjustably from said end for_ cutting the hair adapted to
be withdrawn from each of said areas to predetermined
lengths, in dependence upon the style of coiffure sought
to be obtained:

2. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said guide
is formed of flexible plastic material with the retaining
track molded integrally therewith.

3. A hair cutting device comprising a flexible cap adapt-
ed to cover substantially the entire head and composed
of numerous. webs extending in diverse directions includ-
ing ‘horizontal planes and defining numerous openings
therebetween to sectionalize the hair, undergoing cutting,
into a large number of predetermined areas on the crown,
sides and rear of the head, a retaining track on the ex-
terior of said cap extending along each of a plurality of
the horizontal webs, a razor having one end thereof in
detachable interengagement with a selected one of said
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: 4
retaining tracks and movable therealong, and a trans-
versely disposed cutting blade mounted on said razer and

spaced adjustably from said end, for cutting the hair

adapted to be withdrawn from each of said areas to pre-
determined lengths, in dependence upon the style of coif-
fure soughi to be obtained.

4. A device as set forth in claim 3 wherein each track
is formed integrally with said cap and is provided with
a flexible flange along the upper edge thereof to permit
the detachable interengagement of the end of the razor
therewith. :

5. A hair cutting device comprising a flexible cap adapt-
ed to cover substantially the entire head and composed
of numerous webs extending in diverse directions and de-
fining numerous openings therebetween to sectionalize the
hair, undergoing cutting, intc a large number of prede-
termined areas on the crown, sides and rear of the head;
a retaining ridge on the exterior of said cap extending
along each of a plurality of said webs and integral there-
with, an inwardly extending lip along the upper edge of
each ridge, a razor having a hook at one end thereof in
detachable interengagement with a selected one of said
retaining ridges and a handle at the opposite end thereof
for moving said razor along the selected ridge, and a
cutting blade adjustably mounted on said razor trans-
versely of said handle and between the ends thereof for
cutting the hair adapted to be withdrawn from each of
said areas to predetermined lengths in dependence upon
the style of hair cut sought to be obtained.

6. A hair cutting device comprising a fiexible template
adapted to cover substantially all of the hair on the human
head, said template being provided with numerous elon-
gate openings of predetermined areas and directional dis-
positicn and delineated by interconnecting webs of the
template, a track on the exterior of each of a plurality
of said webs adjacent to the long dimension of a plural-
ity of said openings, a razor comprising a shaft with one
end therecf selectively engaged with and movable along
a selected one of said tracks, and a cutting blade. adjust--
ably mounted on said shaft with varying displacements
from said end thereof. .
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