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Claim. 
This invention relates to a tool Or appliance 

for facilitating the shaping of pockets in Shirts, 
aprons, coats, vests and other garments during 
the laundering or cleaning operations thereof. 

It has for one of its objects to provide a pocket 
shaper of this character which is so designed and 
constructed as to be readily manipulated for in 
sertion into the pocket to shape it and thereafter 
be easily removed, and which is automatically 

O adaptable or adjustable to different sizes and 
shapes of pocketS. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of pocket-shaping tool which is simple, compact 
and durable in construction, which is inexpensive, 
and which is composed of a minimum number of 
parts not liable to get out of Order. 
Other features of the invention reside in the 

construction and arrangement of parts herein 
after described and particularly pointed out in 
the appended claim. 
In the accompanying drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of my pocket 

... shaper showing the same applied to a shirt 
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pocket. Figure 2 is a perspective view of the 
shaper. Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary 
front elevation, partly in section, showing the 
pivot connection between the actuating levers of 
the shaper. Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary 
vertical section taken substantially in the plane 
of line 4-4, Figure 2. Figure 5 is a fragmentary 
exploded perspective Of the pivoted portions of 
the shaper-levers. . 

Similar characters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts throughout the Several Views. 

In the preferred embodiment of the tool shown 
in the drawing, the same has been illustrated in 
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Figure 1 in connection with the shaping of the 
pocket O of a shirt ff. After the shirt is washed, 
the shaping tool is inserted into the pocket in the 
manner shown to take out any folds or wrinkles 
and properly shape the pocket before ironing or 
pressing to thereby facilitate that operation. 
The shaping tool consists of a pair of pivotally 

connected levers 2, 2 which terminate at their 
upper ends in suitably shaped actuating handles 
3, 13. These levers are disposed side by side in 

the same plane and in opposing edgewise relation, 
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each being provided intermediate its ends with a 
pivot ear or hub plate f4 to receive the pivot pin 
5. As shown in Figures 3 and 5, these hub 

plates are substantially circular and project in 
Wardly from the respective levers in Spaced over 
lying relation, one plate projecting from one side 
or face of its companion lever and the other 
plate projecting from the opposite side or face of 
its lever, whereby the plates are disposed in axi 
ally spaced relation in the manner shown in Fig 
lure 4, with the free face of one plate constitut 
ing a guide Or facial bearing for the contiguous 

(CI. 223-61) 
side of the other lever. Arranged in the Space 
between the hub plates and coiled about the pivot 
pin 5 is a spring 6 whose arms 7 bear against 
the opposing edges of the companion levers 2, 
as seen in Figure 3, to constantly urge their lower 
ends toward each other in the contracted, Sub 
stantially parallel position seen by dotted lines in 
Figure 2. 
Applied to the lower ends of the levers 2 are 

self-adjusting elements or shaping arms 8 which 
are adapted to engage the side edges of the pocket, 
and by spreading the levers to the position shown 
in Figure 1, smooth out and properly shape the 
pocket-walls to facilitate ironing. These shap 
ing arms are swivelly mounted adjacent the lower 
ends of the levers to freely swing transversely in 
Substantially the plane thereof to assume differ 
ent angular positions relative thereto, and for 
this purpose said arms are connected intermedi 
ate their ends by pivots 9 with such lever ends, 
as clearly shown in Figure 2. By preference these 
shaping arms are substantially U-shaped in cross 
Section. So as to embrace the companion levers in 
the collapsed position of the tool shown by dotted 
lines in Figure 2, and in which position the closed 
edges of the arms constitute abutments for limit 
ing their SWinging movement in One direction. 
The Swinging movement of the arms in the Oppo 
site direction is limited by the closed edges of 
the arms contacting the free ends of the levers 
2. By the provision of these swivelling shap 

ing arms, they are self-adjustable to properly fit 
various sizes and shapes of pockets, the angular 
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disposition of the arms relative to the levers being . 
automatically controlled simultaneously with 
the spreading of the levers. Within the pocket and 
the outer side edges of the arms being self-alin 
ing to the edges of the pockets, thereby assuring 
an even stretching of the pocket prior to ironing. 

I claim as my invention:- 
A pocket shaper of the character described, 

comprising a pair of flat levers disposed side by 
side in the same plane in Opposing edgeWise re 
lation and pivotally connected intermediate their 
ends and terminating at their upper ends in han 
dles, Said levers having hub-plates thereon, one 
plate projecting from one face of its companion 
lever and the other plate projecting from the 
opposite face of its lever, whereby the plates are 
disposed in axially-spaced relation with the free 
face of one plate constituting a facial bearing 
for the contiguous Side of the other lever, a pivot 
pin engaging said hub-plates, a spring coiled 
about said pin and housed between said hub 
plates and having its ends in bearing contact 
With the respective levers, and pocket-engaging 
elements pivotally connected to the lower ends 
of said levers to swing transversely thereof. 

ARTHUR. J. BARNET. 
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