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The present invention relates to foundation garments
and, in particular, to foundation garments such as girdles
and pantie girdles.

Foundation garments of the type which encircle the
body of the wearer, e.g., girdles and pantie girdles, orig-
inally were in the form of an unstretchable fabric tightly
laced around the body to rigidly confine the body within
fixed limits. Presently available garments, however,
provide a positive support through the use of stretchable
fabrics which, when in a stretched condition, exert a
generally uniform pressure on the surface of those por-
tions of the body with which they are in contact. In
order for such fabrics to be effective, however, they must
be in tension or stretch. For this reason, they are
made deliberately small in size so that they will of neces-
sity be placed in stretch when worn.

In most foundation garments a concerted effort is made
to apply additional support for certain specific areas
such as, for example, the lower abdomen. Thus, many
garments include reinforcing panels of various shapes
formed of a stretchable fabric and designed to cover the
lower abdomen, it being contemplated that when the
panels are in vertical stretch a lifting force will be ap-
plied to the abdomen. However, as noted above, sections
of a garment formed of a stretchable fabric can only
apply forces to the body of the wearer if they are in
stretch and the aforementioned panels, as arranged in
the garments, are only placed in vertical stretch by the
weight of a sagging or misshapen section of the body, and
then only if the panel is at least partially distended. Con-
sequently, deviation from a trim appearance is a neces-
sary prerequisite to even a small amount of additional
containing force. Any benefit realized, therefore, comes
at the expense of the trim appearance sought to be
achieved.

The principal objects of the present invention are to
provide an improved foundation garment; to provide an
improved foundation garment particularly adapted to
flatten and contain specific portions of the body, such
as the abdomen; to provide an improved foundation gar-
ment constructed to provide positive support to certain
specific areas of the body without outward distention of
the garment; and to provide an improved foundation
garment which includes positive supporting sections which
are automatically maintained in vertical stretch when the
garment is worn irrespective of any pressures placed upon
the sections by the portions of the body which they cover.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be-
come apparent with reference to the following descrip-
tion and the accompanying drawings. ’

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a_girdle showing
various of the features of the invention as the girdle might
appear on the body of a wearer which is illustrated in
dotted outlines.

FIGURE 2 is a diagrammatic view of a portion of
the garment of FIGURE 1 showing the distributing forces
on that portion when the garment is being worn; and

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of a pantie girdle also
showing various of the features of the invention.

Foundation garments embodying features of the present
invention may take various forms and may be adapted
for use by either men or women. The foundation gar-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

70

2

ment illustrated in FIGURE 1 by way of example is
in the form of a woman’s girdle 12 which includes a gen-
erally tubular body portion 14 adapted to encircle the
hip region of the wearer, The body 14 of the girdle 12
is preferably formed of two-way stretch fabric to provide
positive support for all portions of the hip region, and
is provided adjacent its lower edge with an elastic rein-
forcing strip 16.

In order to render the girdle capable of providing in-
creased positive support for the lower abdomen, an elon-
gated waistband 18 is provided. The waistband 18 is
formed of a fabric stretchable only in the direction of
its length and is incorporated into the generally tubular
body portion 14 with its two ends secured at the front
of the garment immediately above the crotch. The end
portions of the band are disposed side-by-side in overly-
ing relation to the lower abdomen of the wearer so as to
provide abdominal supporting sections 20. The remain-
der of the band, i.e., the mid-portion 22, extends upward-
ly, outwardly and rearwardly from the forementioned sec-
tions in encircling relation to the waist of the wearer. In
the embodiment of FIGURE 1, the end portions or sec-
tions 20 are tapered slightly so as to extend outwardly
gradually from their ends. The adjacent edges of the sec-
tions are secured together by stitching 21.

The band 18 is preferably of 4 single piece construc-
tion for reasons hereinafter set forth and, in order to
facilitate the upward, outward and rearward curve of the
band, without in effect destroying its one piece construc-
tion, the band is preferably darted, as at 24, by removing
triangularly shaped segments from its lower edge and
restitching it. Darting may be accomplished at one or at
several points in spaced relation to each end of the band.

Since the band is effectively a single piece, all tension
forces and, hence, all stretch created within the band are
transmitted throughout the band in the direction of its
length as shown by the arrows. More particularly, ten-
sion forces and stretch created at the mid-portion 22 of
the band where it encircles the waist of the wearer will
be transmitted to the abdominal supporting sections 20.
The mid-portion 22 is placed in tension (stretch) when
the waist of the garment is expanded to fit the body of
the wearer, as well as during breathing and other bodily
movements of the wearer., Thus, when the garment is
worn, vertical stretch is created in the abdominal sup-
porting sections 20 which tends to impart an upward and
inward pull on the abdomen of the wearer. The sections
20 are not dependent upon distention of the body to place
them in stretch but, in fact, are always in stretch when
the garment is worn, thereby preventing any such dis-
tention from taking place.

The band 18 may be stitched over an otherwise com-
plete tubular body 14 so as to provide a double thickness
of fabric in the area of the band, or the garment may be
fabricated with the band 18 constituting one segment of
a tubular body of single thickness. Either method is
satisfactory.

Although the girdle of FIGURE 1 is designed to pro-
vide uplifting and flattening forces for the lower abdomen,
the same principle might be applied to provide a lifting
and flattening force for the buttocks instead, or for both
the lower abdomen and buttocks.

An alternate embodiment of the invention is illustrated
in FIGURE 3 in the form of a pantie girdle 26 fabricated
of a two-way stretchable material to include a tubular
body 28 provided with a pair of leg portions 30 which
define a crotch provided with a crotch piece 32 formed
of satin or similar material. The lower edge of each leg
is reinforced by an elastic band 34.

The pantie girdle 26 also includes a waist band 36
which, like the waist band 18 of the embodiment of FIG-
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URE 1, is formed of a single piece of fabric stretchable
only in the direction of its length. The band 36 is in-
corporated into the generally tubular body 28 with its
two ends secured at the front of the garment immediately
above the crotch piece 32 and with the end portions of
the band disposed side by side in overlying relation to the
lower abdomen of the wearer to provide vertically ar-
ranged abdominal supporting sections 38. The sections
"38 may be interconnected by stitching 39, if desired. The
remainder of the band 36 extends upwardly, outwardly
and rearwardly from the sections 38 in encircling rela-
tion to the waist and is darted, as at 40, to provide a
smooth flowing curve while retaining the effectiveness of
a single piece construction.

The band 36 functions in the manner of the band 18
in that stretch imparted to the band at the waist is trans-
mitted to the abdominal supporting sections 38, placing
these sections in stretch so as to create an upward and
inward pull on the abdomen of the wearer.

While various of the features of the invention have
been shown and described with respect to certain specific
constructions it should be apparent that various modifica-
tions may be made therein without departing from the
scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. In a foundation garment of the type which includes
a generally tubular body adapted to encircle the hips of
the wearer, the improvement which comprises an elon-
gated waist band stretchable in the direction of its length
incorporated into said body with its two ends secured in
side by side relation at the front of the garment in over-
lying relation to the abdomen of the wearer to provide
abdominal supporting sections extending upwardly toward
the waist and with the remainder of said band extending
outwardly and rearwardly so as to encircle the waist, said
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band being effectively a single piece so that stretch im-
parted to the waist portion thereof is transmitted through
the band in the direction of its length, thereby stretching
said supporting sections and causing same to impart an
upward and inward pull on the abdomen of the wearer.

2. The foundation garment of claim 1 wherein the
waist band comprises a single integral piece of fabric.

3. The foundation garment of claim 2 wherein the waist
band is darted to enable it to extend upwardly, outwardly
and rearwardly from the front of the garment in a gen-
erally smooth curve,

4. The foundation garment of claim 1 wherein the
waist band overliecs and is secured to stretchable fabric
of said tubular body to provide said garment with a
double thickness in the areas of the band.

5. The foundation garment of claim 1 wherein said
tubular body is in the form of a girdle, and wherein the
two ends of said waist band extend upwardly, outwardly
and rearwardly from the lower front edge of the girdie.

6. The foundation garment of claim 1 wherein said
tubular body is in the form of a pantie girdle including
thigh encircling leg portions defining a crotch, and where-
in the two ends of said waist band extend upwardly, out-
wardly and rearwardly from immediately above the crotch
at the front of the pantie girdle.
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