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(57) Abstract: The charging current value of a trickle charge for the first time after
the completion of rapid charging is differentiated from the charging current value
of trickle charges for the second time or later. This makes it possible, for example,
that in the trickle charge for the first time, charging is performed with charging
current having a current value necessary for charging while activating an inactive
battery and in the trickle charges for the second time or later, charging is per-
formed with charging current having a current value necessary for compensating
the natural discharge of a battery. Since in the trickle charges for the second time
or later, charging is performed with the charging current having the current value
necessary for compensating the natural discharge of the battery, it is possible to
suppress the power consumption necessary for the charging in comparison with a
conventional case in which a trickle charge is continued with a constant current
value necessary for charging while activating an inactive battery.
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