1,870,622

1931

J. T. GAUDIN
BELT FASTENING

Filed July 25,

Aug. 9, 1932,

z QN ,
QNN \m

% Y e K.
Q o mr/ N N\

INVENTOR

James T Gandin

5

.Vm .nﬁn.“\;ﬁ!d_////////g

£b I ez

£ gl &
m 3 e S .----.ﬂ.f’////drd%%/n
9 . _

ATTORN EYS

BY

©
™
Y o
0]
.
N
©)

=

\\ i — \NN e
|||||||||||| 5 mﬁN. ﬁ ﬂw ) \\ \\mvN
ﬁ@nuv |||||||||| A“Mw > 1o
il SN--4 | [
V7 ‘6

BN}



Patented Aug. 9, 1932

UNITED STATES

1,870,622

PATENT OFFICE

JAMES T. GAUDIN, OF BIRMINGHANM, ALABAMA

BELT FASTENING

Application filed July 25, 1931.

My invention relates to an improved
fastener or clasp for belts.

The object of my invention is to design a
clasp which will provide a positive and secure
fastening for the belt and yet which wiil per-
mit of its being readily released without re-
quiring the end of the belt to be freed from the
securing loops.

More particularly, my invention consists in

10 securing on the inner face of the outer end
member of the fastened belt a flexible cor-
rugated or toothed plate shaped to provide

abrupt shoulders disposed to be engaged by a

spring latch or fastening member carried by
15 the other or inner end member of the belt.

My invention further consists in slotting
the inner or spring carrying end of the belé
and mounting the spring fastener therein
upon a narrow metal plate or strip, a suitable

g0 slide being provided to embrace the spring
and the metal plate and adapted, asitismoved
along the belt, to retract the spring into the
slot or to release it so that it is free to engage
the toothed plate of the belt.

My invention further contemplates that the
slide may be formed as a part of the normal
decorative belt buckle or the use of a metallic
buckle may be dispensed with and a flat
rounded finger grip member provided on the
slide and disposed on the inside of the belt by
means of which the clasp can be conveniently
slid back and forth by the wearer’s thumb
to release or retract the spring element of the
fastening.

My invention further comprises the novel
details of construction and arrangements of
parts, which in their preferred embodiment
only are illustrated in the accompanying
drawing which form a part of this specifica-
tion and in which —

Fig. 1is a fragmentary front view showing
the ends of the belt and the fastening means
mounted thereon ;

Tig. 2 is a fragmentary rear view showing
the ends of the belt;

Tig. 8 is a sectional view taken along the
line TTT—TI1T of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken
along the line IV—IV of Iig. 3;

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along the
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line V—V of Fig. 6 and showing a modified
form of my invention ; and

Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional view taken
along the line VI—VI of Fig. 5.

Similar reference numerals refer to similar
parts throughout the drawing. '

In the embodiment of my invention, I show
a standard type of garment belt having se-
cured to the 1nner surface of the end 6 of the
belt a toothed flexible plate 7. This plate is
toothed or corrugated so as to present abruut
teeth or shoulders for engagement with the
spring fastening element hereinafter de-
scribed. The other end of the belt 8 is pro-
vided with an elongated slot 9 and I attach
to the inner face of this belt opposite this
slot a flexible guide strip or plate 10 secured
at its ends to the belt and carrying thereon
a slide 11 which also embraces a spring mem-
ber 12 secured to the strip with iis fres end
towards the free end of the belt end 6. This
free end of the spring is upturned and pro-
jects upwardly through the slot when the
slide is at the end remote from the free end
of the spring. When, however, the slide is
shifted to the other end of the spring it con-
tracts the free end and draws it below the
outer level of the belt and thus disengages
it from the teeth on the strip 7. If desired
the belt may be provided with an ornamental
buckle 18 having side members and a cross
bottom member 14 secured thereto. If de-
sired this buckle may be dispensed with, as
shown in Figs. 5 and 6, and a leather loop
15 substituted, sufficient in width to cover
the slot. In such a case it is desirable to pro-
vide a slide 16 with a finger piece 1T so that
1t may be more conveniently adjusted by the
thumb of the wearer inserted inside of the
fastened belt. :

In operation, having assembled the belt in,

the manner described, the slide is shifted to
the left, which retracts the spring member
12, leaving the opening under the buckle or
loop free for insertion of the end 6 of the
belt. This end 6 is drawn through until the
plate 7 comes opposite the free end of the
spring and thereupon the belt having been
tightened for convenient and comfortable
wear the slide is shifted to the right so as to
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release the spring 12 and cause it to move
out into interlocked engagement with the
toothed plate. This will afford a quick, posi-
tive and secure fastening which can be readi-

i 1y released by shifting the slide to retract
the spring. It is unnecessary to shift the

slide that the belt members be disengaged
as this can be done readily by merely shift-
ing the buckle or inserting the thumb so as
to-shift the slide and to mount the spring
so retracted that the belt 6 can be slipped to
tighten or loosen it, whereas the slide being
again shifted and the spring released the lat-
ter will re-engage the plate and-hold the belt
in adjusted position. :

While I have shown my invention in but
two forms, it will be obvious to those skilled
in the art that it is not so limited, but is
susceptible of various other changes and mod-
iications, without departing from the spirit
thereof, and I desire, therefore, that only such
limitations shall be placed thereupon as are
imposed by the prior art or as are specifically
set forth in the appended claims.

What T claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is:—

1. A belt clasp, comprising a flexible
toothed plate secured to the inner face of one
enid of the belt, a slot formed in the other end
of the belt, a guide secured to the belt in line
with said slot, a spring carried by and over-
lying the guide and having a free end adapt-
ed to engage and interlock with the toothed
plate, and a slide coacting with the guide and
spring to retract the latter and release the
belt elements. :

-2, ‘A belt fastening according to claim 1,
in which a buckle member is provided on the
slotted end of the belt and attached to the
slide.

3.. A belt fastening according to claim 1,
in which the slotted end of the belt carries
a loop miember overlying and covering the
slot and spaced therefrom to receive the other
end of the belt.

4. A belt fastening comprising a flexible
corrugated metallic strip secured to the inner
face of one end of the belt and provided with
teeth having abrupt working faces, the other
end of the belt having a slot extending length-
wise thereof and a slide guide secured to the
belt to underlie said slot, a slide movable on
the. guide, a spring fastening member at-
tached to the guide and embraced by the
slide having a free end out-turned and adapt-
ed to project through said slot into position
to coact with the toothed plate when not re-
tracted by the slide.

- 5. A belt fastening comprising a belt hav-
ing a slotted end, a slide guide mounted there-
in, a spring belt engaging member carried
by the guide, a slide movable on the guide
and over the spring member and adapted to
retract the latter and cause its disengage-

5 ment from the other end of the belt, and a
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loop member secured to the slotted end of the
belt opposite the spring member.

6. A belt fastening comprising a belt hav-
ing a slotted end, a slide guide mounted there-
in, a spring belt engaging member carried
by the guide, a slide movable on the guide
and over the spring member and adapted to
retract the latter and cause its disengage-
ment from the other end of the belt, and a
loop member mounted on the slotted end of
the belt opposite the spring member, the loop
member being in the form of an ornamental
buckle having an under cross arm engaging
the slide. ‘

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

JAMES T. GAUDIN.
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