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-2 Claims.

“This invention relates to the gameé of golf, and
particularly to improvements in devices for as-
sisting ‘a golf player to attain a g'reater degree
“of accuracy or skill in the swmgmg of a golf club

5" when striking a golf ball,

o

One object is to provide a practice golf ball
formed with a round integral stem of resilient
material and provided with a headed portion for
securing it in the holding device contemplated
by the present invention.

' A further object is to provide a mountmg for

saild stem which: will permit of a turning or ro-
tative movement thereof.

Another object consists in the prov1sxon of the
mounting’ for the golf ball and its stem which
will permit the player to replace worn balls with
the greatest of ease.

A’ still further object consists in the provision
of a holding device in which the golf ball and
its stem may be inserted for use without the use
of fastening or securing elements.

More specifically, the present invention com-
prises a hollow casing having its upper wall formed
of a substantially flat-faced trapezoidal plate
and a bottom which is curved or sloped down-
wardly longitudinally of the device from the end
of greatest width to the end of reduced width.
Preferably, the trapezoidal top plate, which has
an opening therein through which the stem of
the practice ball projects, has rounded corners
and the opening in said plate assumes the form
of an isosceles triangle with rounded corners.
The sloping bottom wall of the holding device,
which, for convenience, may be described as a
hollow casing, has a depending, tubular portion
in which the stem of the practice golf ball is
secured. The holding device or casing is prefer-
ably provided with a frame into which it fits, said
frame having three relatively long prongs for the
purpose of securing the frame in the ground.

With these and other objects in view, the in-
vention consists in certain details of construc-
tion and combinations and arrangements of parts,
all as will hereinafter be more fully described and
the novel features thereof particularly pointed out
in the appended claims. »

In the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the preferred
50 embodiment of the present invention, with the
practice golf ball removed and the holding frame
omitted;

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view showing
the hollow casing mounted in the securing frame
and a practice golf ball positioned in the casing;
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Fig. 3 is an elevational view of the pracnce
ball and its mounting or stem;

Fig. 4 is a top plan v1ew of the frame for the
holding device or casing; -

PFig. 5 is an end view of the entlre device as-
sembled, this view being taken from the end of
the device of greatest width;

Pig. 6 is a similar end view of the frame the
hollow casing being omitted;

Fig. 7 is a.side view of the device- assembled 10

Fig. 8 is a similar view showmg the casing par-
tially elevated out of its frame; and

Fig. 9 is an end view of the. assembled. device
taken from the narrow end of the frame and .
casing.

As heretofore stated, the holdmg dev1ce is pref-
_erably of trapezoidal outline with the corners

thereof rounded, and the top plate or upper wall
20 of the casing has an opening therein which is .
substantially in the shape of an isosceles. triangle 20
with rounded corners. The inner side walls |

of the casing are indicated by the dotted line |

in Figure 1, and the narrow end 5 of the casing
preferably has its edge portion beveled or round-

ed as indicated at 6 in Figs. 1 and 2. The bottom 25
{1 of the casing slopes downwardly from the
wider portion 10 to the narrower portion 9 and

at this latter point it is formed with a depending
tubular portion {2, which is open at the bottom

of the casing. The reference numeral {3, Fig. 7, 30
indicates the exterior s1de surface of the casing
bottom.

The opening in the tubular portion (2 of the
casing bottom is in substantial alinement with
the narrow rounded portion of the opening in 35
the upper plate 20, as appears in Fig. 1, so that a
mounting or stem for a golf ball may be inserted
in the tubular opening and project upwardly
through the narrow end of the opening in said -

~top plate. A practice golf ball, so assembled, is 40
shown in Figs. 2 and 7, and, as indicated by the
arrows T and 8 in Fig. 1, a player may strike the
golf ball and cause it to be driven downwardly
through the opening in the top plate against the
higher portion of the bottom i1, it being under- 45
stood that the ball is carried by some flexible
element which will permit such movement. Pref-
erably, the practice ball 14 is formed integrally
with a stem 15, the end of the stem remote from
the ball being enlarged, as at 16, with the cross 50
section of this enlarged portion corresponding.
with the opening in the tubular portion 2. A
further enlargement 17 is provided at the same
end of the stem and this enlargement T is of
such dimensions as to limit the upward move- 55
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ment of the stem through the tubular portion 12 portions prefera.bly being of rubber in order that

of the bottom, by engaging against the lower end the enlarged portion 16 can be placed under slight

{8 of said tubular portion. In other words, the compression to insure proper retention or proper

ball 14 is inserted upward through said tubular positioning of the ball and its mounting or stem

5 portion, its upward movement being limited by in the device.

the head {71 while the neat fit of the portion 16 What is claimed is:

in the tubular portion 12 is such as to prevent 1. ‘A golf practice device comprising a casing

accidental downward movement of the stem with adapted for anchored dispositiin on the ground
~ respect to the casing. With such a construction, and provided with a cup-shaped recess and g, ver-
10 it is apparent that the player himself can readily tical bore in its bottom wall, and a replaceable

replace’ 2 worn: Ball'at any time he wishes; be- oaptive ‘golf ' balls mounted ‘thetein, isald last--

cause: thesmounting or stem-of the 'ball is simply ‘mentioned member comprising a'flexible unitary
held in the device by the frictional engagement stud of resilient material, the upper portion of

10

between portion 16 of the stem and the inner'wAll »‘which is disposed above the top surface of said :

-15 19 of the tubular portion 12. Furthermorewtha casing and is of conventional golf ball size-and
frictional fit of these parts is such as to permit a ~shape, the stem of which is of reduced diameter,

15

turning or rotative movement-‘of the:stem-or .usnd:thé:lowersportion of which is complementary "

mounting, so that if any.one.portion .of the ball to the bore in said .casing and terminates in an
becomes worn, the player may prolong the use €nlarged head which prevents upward extraction
20 thereof by turning it to present a perféct gpheri- of:the!stud from said bore, said stem portion and
cal surface to the face of the club used in strxking ball-shaped top surface being insertable into.and
*the ball. ‘ “capdble “of - withdraWal from the casmg xecess

. Preferably, the . casing is placed in.a, securmg throngh said bore. s
- Irame such as'shown in'Figs. 4 t6 9. Sdid frame " ‘2. /A -golf ‘practice device cumpnsmg a° Irame

.25 conforms in.shape.to>the. cross sectional shape * pro.rectlons on'said frame for. anchormg.thé frame:;

-'of.the casing and is provided with rounded cor- .in.the ground, a recessed casing: TEMOVablY. .§uUp-
“nerd 27 8 and 4, ahd, with prongs.at its corners ~ported-in sald-frame;. sgid- casing having a .ver-
by which the. entlre dévice.can bé firimly arichered " tical bore in'its bottam wall, a résilient imeinber

i the ground, it being aunhderstood that a small - having the upper portion.thereof ‘of conventional
.30 portion of earth is Temoved to accommodate;the ~golf ball shape and size ahd normilly positioned
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~casing. *'The: side ‘surfaces.of the casing. top .and  above the top surface of‘the casing, sdid member -

of said frame are fricidated at: 211 Figs. 1and 5. “having a-stem portion‘integral wlth,sald ball.por-

By providing ‘the caslng with the ‘sloping or. in-. “tion, s&id-stem portion- éxtendlng through. .said -

“elintd ‘bottont wall;' the stem of the practice ball, bore, and an enlargement on said’stem.engage-
535 ~“which tspreferably ‘of'rubber, cannot be subjected ‘’dble agairist’ the outer surface of the casing base
to undue bending, because when the ball issstruck - for preventing upward’ removal of said. member;

ahd ‘deflected downwardly “into “the casing, its -the ball ‘angd stem ‘portion-of sgid member: being

“movement is imited by the higher portion of the -insertable into, and capable “of: withdrawal-from;
. ~bottom-wall. “Tt-Wil 'also ‘be understood that the 'the casing through: sald bore in the ca.sing base
40" ‘bal’ ttself: ispreferdbly made of rubber, as is also -

! "ohe énlarged‘ portion ‘of “the stem these Iatter " : ~ARCHA"D.  GRISSO.
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