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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 647,873, dated April 17, 1900. 
Application filed February 3, 1900, Serial No. 3,837, (No model.) 

To all uhon, it in aly conce77. 
Be it known that I, EDWARD L. PERRY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Pater 
son, in the county of Passaic and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvementsin Mats or Cushions for Sliding 
Poles; and Idohereby declare that the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of 
the same, reference being had to the annexed 
drawings, making a part of this specification, 
and to the letters of reference marked thereon. 
The present invention has relation to that 

class of mats or cushions used by firemen in 
the engine-house to prevent accidents when 
descending the sliding-pole provided for that 
purpose; and the object thereof is to provide 
a mat or cushion of the above class that will 
insure a safe landing when coming down the 
pole without any danger of turning or wrench 
ing the ankle or otherwise injuring the de 
scending fireman, which all other mats or 
cushions heretofore in use have failed to suc 
cessfully accomplish. 
The invention consists in an elastic mat or 

cushion of the above character constructed 
Substantially as shown in the drawings and 
hereinafter described and claimed. 
Figure 1 of the drawings represents an un 

der side plan view of a mat or cushion con 
structed in accordance with my invention; 
Fig. 2, a vertical central section showing the 
mat or cushion in the position it will assume 
When in use; Fig. 3, a detail perspective view 
of the perforated bottom of one of the cups 
or air-receiving vessels on an enlarged scale. 
In the accompanying drawings, A repre 

sents the top or body of the mat of rubber or 
other suitable elastic material, which maybe 
of circular or other shape and provided with 
a downwardly-extending rim or flange a, and 
a central hole b for the sliding-pole to extend 
therethrough. These features of the inven 
tion may be variously modified or changed 
without departing from the essential features 
thereof. - 

Upon the under side of the body A is a plu 
rality of compressing-cups B of circular or 
other form in contradistinction to supports 
or ribs heretofore in use. These cups or air 
receiving vessels B are of suitable elastic ma 
terial, such as rubber, and may be of any 
suitable form or shape and may be integral 

with the body of the mat or cushion or sep 
arate and afterward secured thereto in any 
preferred manner. The cups B have perfo 
rated bottoms d, said perforations acting as 
safety-valves to prevent the cups or vessels 
from being damaged from sudden blows by 
allowing an escape of the air when the cups 
or vessels are compressed. 
The body A of the mat or cushion has a 

core c, consisting of one or more layers of 
duck or other suitable fibrous material to re 
duce the elasticity of the body to the required 
degree necessary to insure the perfect action 
of the mat or cushion. When in use and also to 
materially strengthen the same. 
The cups or vessels B form an actual recep 

tacle for the air, being held therein by the 
closed bottom d and prevented from circulat 
ing from one portion of the mat to the other 
when pressure is brought down thereon. 
When one or more of the air cups or recep 

tacles are compressed, the air in those cups 
or receptacles will not be forced out of the 
same over the surface thereof, but the air is 
retained and held in the cups, or receptacles 
to act as individual springs to receive the 
shock when the feet of the descending fire 
man come in contact With the mat or cushion. 
Having now fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by . 
Letters Patent, is 

1. An elastic mat or cushion for sliding 
poles, comprising a suitable body having a de 
pending rim and a central opening adapted 
to receive the sliding-pole, and a plurality of 
cups or air-receiving vessels depending from 
said body, said cups or vessels being inde 
pendent of each other and of the rim of the 
mat whereby the same will act as independ 
ent springs, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

2. An elastic mat or cushion comprising a 
suitable body and a plurality of cups or air 
receiving vessels provided with suitable bot 
toms, substantially as and for the purpose 
specified. 

3. An elastic Iihat or cushion comprising a 
suitable body having a central opening and 
a depending flange or rim, and a plurality of 
depending cups or air-receiving vessels hav 
ing perforated bottoms, substantially as and 
for t purpose set forth, 
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4. An elastic mat or cushion, comprising a hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
Suitable body having a central opening and of two witnesses. 
a depending flange or rim, and a plurality of 
Cups or air-receiving vessels, said body hav 

5ing a core of suitable fibrous material, sub- Witnesses: 
stantially as and for the purpose specified. WATLACE MURDOCK, 
In testimony that I claim the above I have L. C. HILLS. 

EDWARD L. PERRY. 

  


