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BENEDICT. E. WILLETT, OF DAYTON, OHIO. 
FOLDABLE TABLE, 

Application filed February 15, 1924. Serial No. 692.980. 

This invention relates to tables and more 
particularly to a table of the type commonly 
known as card tables. In tables of this kind 
it has been customary to pivotally mount the 

5 legs so that they can be folded against the 
top of the table, therely facilitating trans 
portation and storage. Each leg, however, is 
usually controlled independently of the other's 
and a separate locking device is provided for 

10 retaining each leg in its extended position, so 
that in setting up the table it is necessary to 
move each leg separately to its extended posi 
tion. It has been proposed to provide an 
actuating mechanism which would cause all 

15 of the legs to move simultaneously into or out 
of their extended positions but these devices 
have been more or less cumbersome and more 
or less unsatisfactory and usually embodied 
some part projecting beyond the edge of the 

20 table, which is very objectionable. 
One object of the present invention is to 

provide a table of this type having a simple, 
efficient device for causing the legs to move 
simultaneously into and out of their extended 

25 positions, whereby the movement of any one 
leg in either direction will cause a correspond 
ing movement of the other legs. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide such a table having a single locking de 
30 vice for retaining all the legs in their extend 

ed positions. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide such a mechanism in which the connect 
ing parts are readily adjustable to take up 
lost motion and provide for rigidly holding 
the legs in their extended positions. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a table of this kind having a two-part 
top into which the legs fold and the two parts 
of which can be folded one against the other 
with the legs within the same, thereby provid 
ing a table which can be folded into a very 
compact form and can be easily carried or 
otherwise transported from one place to an 
other. 
Other objects of the invention will appear 

as the device is described in detail. 
In the accompanying drawings Fig. 1 is a 

bottom plan view of a table embodying my 
invention, partly broken away, and with the 
legs folded; Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of 
a portion of the table, partly broken away, 
and showing the legs in their extended posi 
tions: Fig. 3 is a section taken on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 1, with the legs folded; Fig. 4 
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is a similar section with the legs extended; 
Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view of a modified 
form of the table in which the table top it 
self is folded; Fig.6 is a section taken on the 
line 6-6 of Fig. 5; Fig. 7 is a section approxi- 60 
mately on the line 7 - of Fig. 5; Fig. 8 is a 
Sectional detail view showing the manner of 
mounting the legs; Fig. 9 is a sectional de 
tail view showing a portion of the operating 
device for the table shown in Figs. 5, 6 and f: 65 
Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the table of 
Fig. 5, showing the same fully extended; and 
Fig. 11 is a perspective of that table showing 
the same folded. 

In these drawings I have illustrated one 
embodiment of my invention and a modifica 
tion thereof to permit the table top to be fold 
ed and have shown the invention in both in 
stances as applied to a table of the type com 
monly known as a card table but it will be 
understood that the device may take various 
forms and may be applied to tables of various 
kinds without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 

Referring more particularly to that form 
of the invention shown in Figs. 1 to 4, the table comprises a top which preferably con 
sists of rectangular frame 1, consisting of a 
plurality of side members rigidly connected 
one to the other at their adjacent ends, and a 
top board 2 rigidly secured to the upper edges 
of the frame members, so that the frame mem 
bers in effect form a depending flange extend 
ing around the edges, or the perimeter, of the 
top. If desired, a covering of fabric or other 
suitable material, as shown at 3, may be 
placed over the top board 2 and the edges of 
this covering confined between the respective 
frame members 1 and finishing strips 4 which 
are applied to the outer surfaces of the frame 
members. A leg 5 is pivotally mounted adja 
cent to each corner of the table and, as here 
shown, the legs are mounted between the re 
spective frame members 1 and brackets 6 de 
pending from the top board 2 and are held in 
position by means of screws 7 extending 
through the brackets 6 and into the frame 
member 1 and serving not only to secure the 
leg in position but to provide a pivotal sup 
port therefor. If desired, a second bracket 
8 may be interposed between the leg and the 
adjacent frame member 1. In this form of 
the table the several legs are so mounted that 
they will fold in the same direction about the 
perimeter of the table so that, when folded, lo 
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one leg will lie substantially parallel with 
each edge of the table. 
The legs may be connected one to the other 

to cause them to move in unison in any suit 
able manner but I prefer to employ a flexible 
actuating device which is supported beneath 
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the table top and extends about the same in 
substantially rectangular form so that it has 
a portion, extending parallel with each edge 
of the table. In the preferred form, which is 
here shown this actuating device comprises 
a series of actuating members or bars 9 ex 
tending parallel with the edges of the table 
top and connected one to the other by suitable 
flexible connecting members. There is an 
actuating member or bar 9 for each leg and, in that form of the table shown in Figs. 1 to 
4, these four actuating members are arranged 
parallel with the respective edges of the table, 
the bars being slidably mounted in guides or 
clips 10 secured to the underside of the table 
top. Each actuating member or bar is con 
nected with the adjacent end of an adjoin 
ing actuating member by means of a flexible 
member, such as a wire cable 11, which mem 
ber extends about a guide 12 mounted adja 
cent to the corner of the table, so that the 
movement of any one of the actuating mem 
bers will cause the actuating device as a 
whole, that is, the several actuating mem 
bers and the several flexible connections, to 
move in the same direction and to the same 
extent. As here shown, the guides 12 are in 
the form of rollers or pulleys mounted on 
brackets 13 of such a character as to rigidly 
support the same in proper relation to the 
other parts of the actuating mechanism. In 
the present construction each bracket 13 com 
prises a T-shaped plate the end portions of 
the three arms of which are depressed, as 
shown at 14, to form feet, by means of which 
the brackets may be attached to the lower sur 
face of the table top, by means of screws 15 or 
otherwise. Each actuating member 9 is op 
eratively connected with one of the legs of 
the table and this connection is of such a char 
acter and so arranged that the longitudinal 
movement of the actuating member will im 
part pivotal movement to the leg. In the 
present instance, links 16 are interposed be 
tween the several actuating members and the 
legs, each link being pivoted at one end to the 
actuating bar and at the other end to the leg. 
The actuating bar lying close to the table 
top and the leg being spaced slightly from 
the table top, when in its folded position, as 
shown in Fig. 3, it will be apparent that the 
link 16 will extend at such an angle to the 
leg that the movement of the link with the 
actuating bar will move the leg outwardly 
about its axis. In order to maintain the flex 
ible connections between the several actuat 
ing members taut and prevent lost motion one 
or more of the actuating bars may be formed 
in two pieces, the adjacent ends of which are 
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bent at right angles to the length of the bar, 
as shown at 17, and are apertured to receive 
a bolt 18 by means of which the two parts of 
the bar are connected one to the other and by 
means of which the space between the two 
parts of the bar may be controlled. It will 
be apparent, therefore, that by tightening the 
nut on the bolt 18 the two parts of the bar 
may be drawn together, thereby taking up 
any slack that there may be in the adjacent 
cables 12. While it is not necessary that all 
the actuating bars should be adjustable in 
this manner I have, in the present instance, 
shown all of them as adjustable as this will 
enable the proper spacing of the actuating 
meinbers to be maintained by a proper ad 
justment of the several bars. 
A single locking, device is provided for 

maintaining the table legs extended and this 
locking device is preferably interposed be 
tween the actuating device and the table top. 
As here shown, I have secured to one of the 
actuating bars 9 a resilient finger 19 which 
extends obliquely from the actuating bar to 
ward the adjacent flange or frame member 1 
of the table top. Rigidly secured to the inner 
surface of the flange or frame member 1 is a 
stop 20, this stop being so arranged that 
when the free end of the finger 19 is in en 
gagement therewith the table legs will be 
locked in their extended positions. The 
finger 19 being resilient it may be pressed out 
of engagement with the stop and permitted to 
ride over the same when the table legs are be 
ing folded. This is accomplished in the 
present device by means of a releasing device 
consisting of a finger or plunger 21 slidably 
mounted in an opening 22 which extends 
through the frame member 1 and the finishing 
strip 4 justin front of the stop 20 so that when 
the i. finger is in engagement with the 
stop 20 it will extend across the inner end of 
the opening 22. The releasing device is 
yieldingly mounted and is held normally in its 
extended position with one end extending be. 
yond the outer edge of the table a distance 
sufficient to enable it to be engaged by the 
thumb and pressed inwardly, thereby moving 
the end of the finger 19 out of line with the 
stop 20 and permitting the legs to be folded. 
As here shown the releasing device as a whole 
is formed from a strip of metal the body por 
tion 23 of which lies in a recess 24 formed in 
the frame member 1 and opening into the 
transverse opening 22. That end of the bar 23 
remota from the opening 22 is rigidly secured 
to the frame member by means of a screw 25 
or any suitable attaching means. The for 
ward end of the bar is bent outwardly into a 
U-shape, as shown in Fig. 2, the one side of 
the U extending transversely beyond the body 
of the bar 23 and constituting the plunger 2i. 
The connected end of the U-shaped portion of 
the bar constitutes the thumb piece by which 
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ing device holds the legs rigidly against fold 
ing movement and they are held positively 
against outward movement beyond their ex 
tended positions by the guides 10 which con: 
stitute stops as well as guides. One guide of 
each pair is so arranged that when the corre 
sponding leg is in its extended position the guide will be engaged by a part rigidly se 
cured to the bar and will thus limit the move 
ment of the bar. In the present instance a 
washer 52 is interposed between the bar and 
the link 16 and engages the adjacent guide or 
stop, on three of the bars, and on the fourth 
bar the end of the locking arm 19 engages the 
stop. 

is also desirable that the legs should be 
braced against transverse movement and these 
braces should be of such a character that they 
will not interfere with the folding movement 
of the legs. As here shown, I have inter 
posed between each leg 5 and the table top an 
inclined bracing bar 26 which is pivotally 
connected at one end with the leg and at the 
other end with a bracket 27 rigidly secured to 
the adjacent flange or frame member 1 of the 
table top. The pivotal connection between 
the brace and the bracket 27 is substantially in 
line with the axis about which the leg moves 
so that the brace will move with the leg as the 
latter is moved into and out of a folded posi 
tion without binding. 
For certain purposes it is desirable that a 

table of this kind should be folded into a very 
compact form so that it can be easily carried 
or otherwise transported from one place to 
another, and this may be accomplished b 
forming the table top in two parts and fold 
ing the same one onto the other with the legs 
folded within the respective parts thereof. 
In Figs. 5 to 7 I have shown an arrangement 
of my flexible actuating mechanism in con 
nection with such a foldable table top. As 
here shown the table top is similar in con 
struction to that above described but instead 
of consisting of a single rectangular frame, it 
consists of two rectangular frames 28 and 29, 
each having secured thereto a top board 30 
and a cover 31. These two sections of the 
table top are arranged edge to edge and piv 
otally connected one to the other by hinges 
32 which are preferably connected with the 
lower edges of the frame members so that 
the table can be folded to bring the edges of 
the frame members of the two sections into 
contact one with the other, thereby forming 
between the same a pocket or compartment 
within which the legs are contained and 
which may also be used as a receptacle for . 
papers, game apparatus or the like. In this 
form of the table a leg 33 is pivotally mount 
ed at each of the four corners of the table 
top when the latter is in its extended posi 
tion, the legs being secured to the table top 
in substantially the manner above described 
but being so arranged that the two legs 
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mounted on each section of the table will 
fold parallel one with the other along one 
edge of the table, as clearly shown in Fig. 
5. The flexible actuating device consists of 
actuating members or bars 34 similar to the 
bar 9 and the actuating menubers for each 
pair of legs are arranged parallel one with 
the other and parallel with that edge of the 
table along which the legs may be folded. 
Each actuating member or bar is connected 
with its leg by means of a link 35 similar to 
the link 16. These bars are slidably mounted 
in guides 36 and the bars of each pair are so 
connected one with the other that they will 
move in opposite directions. As here shown, 
the adjacent ends of the bars of each pair are 
connected one to the other by a ii. l 
ber, such as a wire cable 37, which extends 
about a guide or pulley 38 mounted in a sup 
porting bracket 39 secured to the underside 
of the table top near one corner thereof. 
Consequently any longitudinal movement 
imparted to one actuating member of either 
pair of actuating members will be transmit 
ted to the other actuating member of that 
pair, and said other actuating member will 
move in a direction opposite to that in which 
the first mentioned actuating member moves, 
thereby causing the adjacent pair of legs to 
be moved outwardly in opposite directions. 
The actuating members of the two pairs, that 
is, the actuating member's on each section of 
the foldable table top, are also connected one 
to the other by flexible members or cables 40. 
These cables extend transversely to the ex 
tended table top across the hinged edges 
thereof about the adjacent guides 38 and are 
connected at their opposite ends with the ad 
jacent ends of the corresponding actuating 
members on the two sections of the table top. 
In the present instance, this connection is 
with the outer actuating members, that is, 
with those nearest the flange or frame mem 
ber of the table top, but this is merely a mat 
ter of convenience. Due to these flexible con 
nections it will be obvious that when the ac 
tuating members on one section of the table 
are operated a corresponding movement will 
be imparted to the actuating members on the 
othersection of the table top, thus causing 
the four legs to be moved simultaneously. 
The flexible connecting members or cables 40 
extend across the inner flanges of the rectan 
gular frames 28 and 29, which flanges are 
notched, as shown at 41, to permit the pas 
sage of the cable. With this construction the adjacent flanges of the table sections may be 
moved into folded positions with their edges 
in contact and the cable 40 will fold between 
these sections. In order to lock the two sec 
tions of the table top in their extended posi 
tions I have S the inner flanges of the 
two sections 28 and 29 with alined openings 
42 adapted to receive a slidable locking bar 
43 which is connected at one end with the ad 

70 

5 

90 

95 

100 

05 

O 

20 

25 



O 

20 

4. 

jacent cable 40, as shown at 44. There may, if 
desired, be one of these locking bars connect 
ed with each cable 40 and the arrangement of 
each locking bar with relation to its cable is 
such that when the legs are moved to their 
folded positions the cable will withdraw the 
locking bar so that its inner end will extend 
but part way into the opening in the adjacent 
flange of the frame of the table top, thus per 
mitting the two sections to be folded. When 
the legs are moved into their extended posi 
tions the cable will move the locking bar 
through the openings in both flanges and into 
a position in which it will extend some dis 
tance beyond each flange, as shown in Fig. 7, 
thereby rigidly locking the two sections of 
the table. A single locking device is prowid 
ed for locking the legs in their extended posi 
tions and, as here shown, this locking device 
consists of a resilien, finger 45 and a stop 46 
similar to the locking device above described. 
I have also provided means to prevent the 
legs from rattling when the table is folded 
and this device also serves to force the legs 
outwardly, whereby one leg may be readily 
grasped and moved to its extended position, 
this movement causing a simultaneous move 
ment of all the legs. As here shown, this de 
vice consists of a resilient arm 47 secured to 
the outer flange of each table section adjacent 
to the actuating bars and having a portion 48 
extending transversely to the legs 33 and so 
arranged that it will lie beneath those legs 
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when they are moved to their folded posi 
tions and will exert an outward pressure 
thereon. When the table top is folded with 
the legs within the same the pressure of these 
springs will press the legs inwardly and hold 
them in firm contact so that they will not rat 
tle. The legs are braced by braces 49 similar 
to those heretofore described. The two sec 
tions of the table top are preferably provid 
ed with a lock or latch 50 for securing them 
one to the other in their folded positions and, 
if desired, a handle 51 may be secured to the 
edge of one of the sections to provide carry 

S. 
While I have shown and described one em 

bodiment of my invention I wish it to be 
understood that I do not desire to be limited 
to the details thereof as various modifications 
may occur to a person skilled in the art. 
E. now fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is: 

1. A table comprising a top, legs pivotally 
mounted at the respective corners of said top 
and adapted to be folded into position sub 
stantially parallel with the edges of said top, 
guides arranged near the respective corners 
of said top, a flexible actuating device ex 
tending about said guides and comprising a 
series of bars, one for each leg, said bars be 
ing movable longitudinally of the adjacent 
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edges of said top, and means for operatively 
connecting said bars with the respective legs. 

2. A table comprising a top, separate legs 
pivotally mounted at the respective corners 
of said top and adapted to be folded into po 
sitions, substantially parallel with the edges 
of said top, an actuating device comprising 
a series of separate actuating members slid 
ably mounted on said top adjacent to the re 
spective legs, there being one such member 
for each leg, means for connecting said mem 
bers one to the other to cause them to move 
simultaneously, and means for operatively 
specting said members with the respective 
egs. . 
3. A table comprising a top, legs pivotally 

mounted at the respective corners of said 
top, one pair of said legs being movable into 
substantially parallel positions along one 
edge of said top and another pair of said legs 
being movable into substantially parallel 
positions along the opposite edge of said 
top, an actuating bar slidably mounted on 
said table top adjacent to each of said legs, 
a link pivotally connected with each of said 
bars and with the adjacent legs, and flexible 
coillnections between the several bars. 

4. A table comprising a top, legs pivotally 
mounted at the respective corners of said top, 
One pair of said legs being movable into sub 
stantially parallel positions along one edge 
of said top and another pair of said legs being 
movable into substantially parallel positions 
along the opposite edge of said top, an actu 
ating bar slidably mounted on said table top 
adjacent to each of said legs, a link pivotally 
connected with each of said bars and with the 
adjacent legs, flexible connections between 
the bars of each pair of legs to cause said 
bars to move in opposite directions, and a 
flexible connection E. a bar at one edge 
of said table top and the corresponding bar 
at the other edge of said table top. 

5. A table comprising a top, legs pivotally 
mounted at the respective corners of said top, 
one pair of said legs being movable into E. 
stantially parallel positions s one edge. 
of said top and another pair of said legs being movable into substantially parallel positions 
along the opposite edge of said top, a pair of 
parallel actuating members mounted adja 
cent to each pair of legs for movement in a 
direction substantially parallel with the ad 
jacent edge of said table, means for opera 
tively connecting said members with the re 
spective legs, guides arranged near the re 
spective corners of said table top, flexible 
members connecting the adjacent ends of the 
actuating members of each pair and extend 
ing about the respective guides, a flexible 
member connected with the correspondin 
ends of actuating members of both pairs an 
extending about the adjacent guides, and a 
flexible member connected with the other 
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ends of the last mentioned actuating mem 
bers and extending, about the guides which 
are adjacent to said ends. 

6. In a table, a table top comprising two 
5 parts hinged together and foldable one upon 
the other, a pair of legs carried by each part 
of said table top and mounted for movement 
into and out of their extended positions, actu 
ating devices for said legs, and a foldable 
connecting device extending across the 
hinged edges of said parts of said table top 
and connecting the actuating devices on the 
respective parts of said top one to the other. 

7. In a table, a table top comprising two 
parts hinged together and foldable one upon 
the other, a pair of legs carried by each part 
of said table top and mounted for movement 
into and out of their extended positions, actu 
ating devices for said legs, flexible members 
extending across the hinged edges of said 
table top and connected at their ends with 
the actuating devices on the respective parts 
of said table top. .. 

- 3. In a table, a table top comprising two 
25 sections having their adjacent edgeshinged 
one to the other, a pair of legs pivotally 
mounted on each section of said table top and 
movable into positions substantially parallel 
with the axis about which said sections move, 
an actuating device operatively connected 
with the several legs to move the same into 
and out of their extended positions, and com 
E. flexible members extending across the 
inged edges of said sections. 
9. In a table, a table top comprising two 

rectangular sections each having a depending 
flange extending about the same, said sec 
tions being hinged one to the other to permit 
said flanges to be moved into contact one with 
the other, a pair of legs pivotally mounted 
adjacent to the outer corners of each section 
and foldable into substantially parallel posi 
tions along the outer edge of said section, an 
actuating member slidably mounted on said 
table top adjacent to each of said legs and 
operatively connected with the respective 
legs, means for connecting the actuating 
members on each section of said table top 
to cause them to move in opposite directions, 
and flexible connecting members extending 
across both sections of said table top and 
connected with the actuating devices on both 
sections thereof. 

10. A table comprising a table top, legs 
pivotally mounted near the respective cor 
ners of said table top for movement into and 
out of their extended positions, an actuating 
member for each leg slidably mounted on 
said table top and operatively connected with 
one of saidlegs, guides arranged near the 
corners of said table top, flexible members extending about said guides and connected 
with the respective actuating members, one 
of said actuating members comprising two 
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said parts to vary the ength of said actu 
ating member. s 

11. A table comprising a table top, legs 
pivotally mounted near the respective corners 
of said table top for movement into and out 
of their extended positions, an actuating 
member for each leg slidably mounted on 
said table top and operatively connected with 
one of said legs, guides arranged near the 
corners of said table top, flexible members 
extending about said guides and conriected 
with the respective actuating members, and 
adjusting means "for varying the length of 
each of said actuating members to maintain 
said flexible connections taut and to prop 
erly space said actuating members relatively 
to each other. 

12. A table comprising a table top, legs 
pivotally mounted on said table top near the 
respective corners thereof, an actuating mem 
ber slidably mounted on said table top adja 
cent to each leg, means for operatively con 
necting said actuating members with the re 
spective legs, flexible members connecting 
said actuating members one to the other, and a locking device cooperating with one of said 
actuating members to lock all of said actu 
ating members against movement. 

13. A table comprising a table top, legs 
pivotally mounted on said table top near the 
respective corners thereof, an actuating mem 
ber slidably mounted on said table top adja 
cent to E. leg, means for operatively con 
necting said actuating members with the re 
spective legs, flexible members connecting 
said actuating members one to the other, a 
stop secured to said table top, a yieldable 
member connected with one of said actuating 
devices and arranged to operatively engage 
said top when saidlegs are in their extended 
positions, and a releasing device for moving 
said yieldable member out of engagement 
with said EE 14. In a table, a table top having a depend 
EE flange at each edge thereof, legs pivot 
ally mounted near each corner of said table 
top for movement into and out of their ex 
tended positions, an actuating device mount 
ed on said table top and operatively connect 
ed with each of said legs, a stop secured to 
one of the flanges of said table top, a yield 
able member connected with said actuating 
device and arranged to engage said stop 
when said legs are in their extended positions, 
said flange having an opening therethrough 
adjacent to said stop, and a plunger slidably 
mounted in said opening to engage said yield 
able member and move the same out of line 
with said stop. 

15. In a Eie, a table top comprising two 
parts hinged one to the other, legs pivotally 
mounted on said table top near the respec 
tive outer corners thereof for movement into 
and out of folded positions substantially par 
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sections of said table top, a flexible actuating 
device mounted on both sections of said table 
top and operatively connected with the re 
spective legs, and a resilient member mounted 
on said table top and arranged to engage 
said when in their folded positions and 
force the same outwardly. 

16. A table comprising a table top, legs 
pivotally mounted on said table top near the 
respective corners thereof, an actuating mem 
ber slidably mounted on said table top adja 
cent to each leg, means for operatively con 
necting said actuating members with the re 
spective legs, flexible members connecting 
said actuating members one to the other, a 
locking device cooperating with one of said 
E"; members to lock all of said legs against folding movement, and other means cooperating with one of said actuating mem 

to limit the outward movement of said 
e 
s A table comprising a top, legs pivotally 

mounted on said top and adapted to be folded 
onto the same, an actuating device carried by 
said top, means for connecting said actuatin 
device with the respective legs to cause sai 
legs to be moved into and out of their folded 
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positions, and means acting on said actuat ing device for locking said legs against move 
ment in either direction when in their extend 
ed positions. 

18. A table comprising a top, legs pivotall 
mounted on said top ES adapted to be fold 
ed onto the same, an actuating device carried 
by said top, means for connecting said actu 
ating device with the respective legs to cause 
said legs to be moved into and out of their 
folded positions, and means associated with 
said actuating device for locking said legs 
against outward movement beyond their ex 
tended positions. 

19. A table comprising a top, legs pivotal 
ly mounted on said top and adapted to be 
f onto the same, an actuating bar for 
each leg slidably mounted on said top, means 
for connecting said actuating bars with the 
respective legs, and means cooperating with 
each actuating bar to lock the corresponding 
leg against outward movement beyond its 
extended position. 

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 
hereto. 

BENEDICTE. WILLETT. 

OSC AMER 
1,684,653. Benedict E. Willett, Dayton, Ohio. FoldABLE TABLE. Patent dated 

September 18, 1928. Disclaimier filed April 23, 1936, by the assignee, 
Ferguson Broiler Manufacturing Company, - 

Hereby enters this disclaimer to claim 19 of the ification. Gazette May 19, spec 1936.) 
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sections of said table top, a flexible actuating 
device mounted on both sections of said table 
top and operatively connected with the re 
spective legs, and a resilient member mounted 
on said table top and arranged to engage 
said when in their folded positions and 
force the same outwardly. 

16. A table comprising a table top, legs 
pivotally mounted on said table top near the 
respective corners thereof, an actuating mem 
ber slidably mounted on said table top adja 
cent to each leg, means for operatively con 
necting said actuating members with the re 
spective legs, flexible members connecting 
said actuating members one to the other, a 
locking device cooperating with one of said 
E"; members to lock all of said legs against folding movement, and other means cooperating with one of said actuating mem 
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against outward movement beyond their ex 
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19. A table comprising a top, legs pivotal 
ly mounted on said top and adapted to be 
f onto the same, an actuating bar for 
each leg slidably mounted on said top, means 
for connecting said actuating bars with the 
respective legs, and means cooperating with 
each actuating bar to lock the corresponding 
leg against outward movement beyond its 
extended position. 
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