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7 Claims.

The present invention relates to laundry racks’
to hang lgundry for drying.

The principal object of the present invention
is the provision of a laundry rack of a compact
nature consistent with the required degree of
exposure to the air of the laundry surfaces for
rapid evaporation. :

Another ofject of the invention is the provi-
sion in- a laundry rack of a plurality of in-
dividual hanging members which may be easily
extended into an operative: position in the rack
or readily detached therefrom when not in use.

A still further object of the present invention
is' the provision of means for maintaining the
laundry hanging members in a taut condition
when in an operative position in the rack in
order to prevent their sagging when under the
load of laundry.

With the above general objects in view and
others that will appear as the invention is better
understood, the same consists in the novel con-
struction, combination and- arrangement of parts
hereinafter more fully described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawings and pointed out in
the appended’ claims:

In the drawings forming a part of this ap-
plication;

g, 1 is. a side elevational view of the rack,
partly in section;

Pig, 2'is an end elevational view thereof;

Fig. 3'is an enlarged, fragmentary; perspective
view of one corner of therack;’

Fig. 4 is a side elevational view of the rack
provided with hanging members of a modified
form; .

Fig. 5.is an end elevational view thereof;

Pig, 6.is a similar view of the opposite end
of the rack;

Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a tape mount-
ing and tape actuating member; and

TFig. 8 is a top plan view of the free end: of
the laundry supporting tape:

Referring to the present drawings in detail
there is shown therein @ rack which includes
four corner- posts I0; one side pair of which is
rigidly connected at their lower ends by side
brace i1, and the end. pairs of which are con-
nected at their lower ends by end braces £2.
A pair of opposed side posts 10 is connected at
the upper end' thereof by means of the upper
side brace (3. Each post 10" carries at its lower
end caster i4, whereby the rack may be rolled
upon the floor without: necessity of lifting' the
same. .

Cooperating with the rack Hereinabove de-

10

20-

25

30

(CL 211—119.10%

. 2
scribed is means for supporting a plurality of
cords upon which laundry to be dried: may be
suspended. Said means’ includes a plurality of
bars 15, in a spaced mutual relation, positioned:

“within and rigidly affixed to each of the end

posts 10, Bars 15 within one pair of end posts
{§ are on the same horizontal plane as corre-
sponding bars 15 within. the opposite pair. of
end posts 10. Since said bars 15 rigidly con-
nect each pair of end posts 10, additional braces
such as end braces {2 may be eliminated. !
Tntegrally formed with each. of 'said bars 15,
and upwardly projecting therefrom, is a.plurality
of lugs. 16.  Said lugs I6-are not.on the vertical

- plane of each bar I5, but.curve toward. the trans-

verse center of the rack, for the purpose .of
rendering the outer faces thereof arcuate.

Cooperating with. said- bars 15 and lugs 16, is
a plurality .of cords T, each attached by its
end to handle 18. Each end of cord 1T is re-
ceivable between a.pair of adjacent lugs |16, with
handle I8 remaining outwardly of said lugs 8.
Application of manual pressure upon the un-
engaged handle 18 will cause the latter to ride
upon the arcuate outer faces. of a pair of adia-
cent. lugs I8, thereby stretching cord 1T and
maintaining the same in a taut condition.

As many cords [T may be employed as there
are pairs of opposed lugs. 18 in 2 pair of opposed
bars 15. )

As'many pairs of opposed bars 15 may be pro-
vided in the rack as may be desired, depending
upon the height of posts 10. and the desired
degree of compactness of the rack.

From the hereiriabove description it will be
apparent that each cord 17T is readily attachable
to the rack as well as removable therefrom, there-
by eliminating handling and stretching of .a

" lengthy cord. : <
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When cords I are not. in use, one handle 18
thereof may be removed from one pair of lugs 16
and replaced at.the-pair thereof where the other
handle 18 is engaged, thereby doubling cord T
and suspending the same:vertically from one bar
i5, as is indicated by dotted Tines in Fig. 1. Such
handling of cord. 17 which is not in use does ndt
necessitate its complete removal from: the rack,
thereby’ eliminating- its loss.

Tt should be understood that cord IT may be
substituted by a tape made of cloth, glass fiber,
plastic or metal such as the tape used in another
form of the rack, shown in Pigs. 4 to 8, and pres-
ently described. L . ’ .
_ The modified form of the laundry suspending
means, includes & plurality of lugs 19, integrally”




i ~

formed and upwardly extending from bars 20 at
one end of the rack. At the opposite end of the
frame there is a plurality of shafts 21, each sub-
stantially on the same level as the corresponding
bar 20.

Affixed by their inner ends to each shaft 21 is
a plurality of hanging members, one of which is
generally indicated by 31 in Fig. 7, each of which
includes coil springs 22, arranged’ in’a mutually
spaced relation, with the other énds theéreof af-
fixed to the reel casing 23. Wound around each

10

reel casing 23 is a metallic, comparatively narrow. -

tape 24, which by its inner end is affixed to.reel
casing 23. 'Windings of tape 24 and reel casing
23 are enclosed within & housing; which-includes:

peripheral wall 25 and a pair of circular side -
walls 26. Said side walls 26 are set.upon shaft 21

through central openings imadé - therewithin, -
Peripheral wall -

through which shaft 21 extends.
25 has slit 27 made therein, through which tape

20

24 extends outwardly, from.the said housing. . Set .

upon shaft 21 and interposed between each hous- -

ing’ 25—26, as well.as, -between the outermost
28. . : S s LT - LA
It is observed that when. the full length of tape
24 1s wound upon reel casing 23, coil spring.22 be-

housings and the. adjacent posts 10, are spacers -

comes unwound. , While:tape, 24.is pilled out of _

housing 25-—26;. coil .spring. 22 is.wound. .. When
however manual -hold; or. any engagement at the

30

extended -end of tape 24 is released, coil spring 22 -

tends to i;nvsriqd;':theifebyfcgusip rotation of reel
casing 23 for’ winding tape 2 heérearound. | If

- desired, side walls: 26 of the housing may be sol-
dered or otherwise rigidly. affixed to.shaft 2I,
Spacers 28 ma)y.bptiona}ly‘be‘—eithen_,afﬁxed:,to .

shaft 21 or positioned loosely thereon, . =

It is further observed that rings

25
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said lugs when said tapes are in an extended posi-
tion.

2. A portable laundry drying rack comprising
an upright support at each end thereof, means
for rigidly interconnecting said upright supports,
supporting members carried by each upright sup-
port, hanging members mounted upon a support-
dng member at one end of the rack, each of said
‘hanging members including & separate and inde~
pendently and individually ‘operable spring ac-
tuated reel and a cooperating flexible tape spi-

“rally wound around said reel, said tape being ac-

tuated by:spring tension to maintain the same in
@ taut extended condition, lugs carried by a sup-
porting 'member at the opposite end of the rack,
and means. for engaging said flexible tapes with
said lugs when said tapes are in an extended posi-

" tion, said means including rings at the free ends
~of said. flexible tapes insertable over said lugs.

3. A portable laundry drying rack comprising
an upright support .at ceach. end . thereof, Ineans

for rigidly interconnecting said upright sup;

supporting members carried by said upright sup-
ports, hanging members mounted upon a. sup- -

-porting member at an end of the rack, each of

said hanging members including. a _separate .and.
independently and individually operable reél and

a cooperating- flexible;

wound around said reel, lugs carried by a Support
ing-member at the.opposite end of the rack, ea¢

extensible tape spirally”

of said lugs cooperating with one of said hanging =

. Imembers, rings-at the free ends of said fapes for .

35

29 are Wlder

than their tapes. 24, and wider than housings _

25—26, by virtue of which arrangement said rings

40

29 do not pass through slits.21, but remain out-

wardly of peripheral.walls
are fully wound around réel casings 23. . .. ‘

Pulling upon ring 28 will. extend tape 24, and
when the latter has been.extended as far as the
opposed bar 20, ring 29 is then. engaged at one of

Is 25 when said tapes 24 _

45

the lugs 19, as seen in Fig. 5. . 'This will condition. .
tape 24 to receive théreon laundry,.as is.seen in

in the free end of tape 24." -
As is seen in Figs. 2 and,5, one.pair. of side posts

Fig. 4. Ring 29 is swivelled within loop 30 made .

18 is devoid of braces i I-and: 13, thereby affording.

an unobstructed access to the rack from that side .

for the purpose of han

tape 24, or hanging or removing laundry.. -

ling cords._ { 'l",',operating‘ .

While there is described herein a preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention, it is neverthe- ... .
less to be understood that’ minor changes may be: -

made therein without departirig from. the spirit:

and scope of the invention as Llaimed, . o ..
What I-claim as new is:. -~ : -

1. A portable laundry drying rack comprising -

an upright support ‘at each end thereof, means

for rigidly interconnecting said upright supports,
supporting members .carriéd by each of said up--

right supborts, hanging memmbers mounted upon . -
a supporting member af an end. of the rack, each

of said hanging members ncluding a separate and |
idually- operable -spring .

independently- and -indivi
actuated.reel and a cooperating Hexible tape spi-
+ rally wound around said re

70

d eel, said tape being ac-' .
tuated.by;_‘sprjng,tension to maintain the same in

a taut extended condition, ligs carried: by.a-sup-. ..

porting member at. the opposite end of the rack, '
 and means for engaging said fexible tapes with

(0

isaid tapes in taut condi

- engaging-one of said lugs when. said tape is

engaging said lugs when, said tapes. remsain_ in

an extended position, and.meéans for maintaining. .

main-in an extended position.. . .:

tion when the latter re- -

4. A portable laundry drying rack comprising

an upright support at each end thereof, means.

for rigidly interconnecting said upright supports,

a shaft rigidly supported by. an upright. support,: .
a plurality of separate and independently and in-
dividually operable hanging. members. mounted -
upon said. shaft, each. of -said hanging members. -
including a- reel, a.spiral spring wound around. :
said shaft, the inner end of. said spring being-.

affixed to said shaft, the outer end of said spring - -

being connected with said reel, and a cooperat- .
ing flexible tape spirally wound around said el
and by its inner end affixed to said reel, spacers .
nounted upon said shaft, one positioned betwesn

a pair of adjacent hanging members, a bar rigidly

supported by an upright support, said shaft and-

said bar being on.the same horizontal plang,. s

plurality of lugs carried by said bar, and a. ring

carried by the outer end of said tape. said rin

tended from said:reel, said .spring remaining in

a wound condition for maintaining said: tape,ir’i-

a taut condition, ... -

5. A portable laundry: dyyiﬁg ré{cki‘c:olﬁﬁrising.;,

an. upright support-at each end thereof, a.shaft
rigidly supported by an upright support; a. plu-

rality of separate and independently and indi-

vidually operable reels mounted in an encompass- .-

Ing spaced relation with said.shaft, a spiralspring -

wound around said shaft in each. of said reels, . .

the inner end of said spring being affixed to saidff—

shaft, the outer end of said spring being con- .
nected with each of said reels;. g flexible tape .
.Spirally wound around each reel; the.inner end, -
of each-tape being .affixed to each reel, when 3 -.

pull at the .free end of

tape being adapted to

ing the free end.of said tape for maintaining the

said tape is imparted said.,
be extended from said reel,
and means within the opposite support for engag- ..
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same in an extended position, by virtue of the
extension of said tape said reel rotating and wind-
ing said spring and thereby increasing its ten-
sion, the wound spring exerting tension upon said
tape for maintaining the latter in a faut condi-
tion while the same is extended.

6. A portable laundry drying rack comprising
an upright support at each end thereof, a shaft
rigidly supported by one of said upright supports,
a plurality of separate and independently and in-
dividually operable reels mounted in an encom-
passing spaced relation with said shaft, a spiral
spring wound around said shaft, the inner end
of said spring being affixed to said shaft, the
outer end of said spring being connected with
said reel, a flexible tape spirally wound around
said reel, the inner end of said tape being affixed
to said reel, when a pull at the free end of said
tape is imparted said tape being adapted to be
extended from said reel, a bar supported by the
opposite support, a lug carried by said bar, a
ring carried by the free end of said tape for en-
gaging said lug when said tape is in an extended
position, during the process of extension of said
tape said reel rotating for winding said spring
for increasing its tension, the tension of said
spring acting upon said tape for maintaining
the latter in a taut condition when the same re-
mains in an extended position.

7. In a portable laundry drying rack, a frame
including a support at each end thereof, a shaft
rigidly mounted upon one of said supports, a
reel mounted in an encompassing spaced rela-
tion with said shaft, a spiral spring wound around
said shaft and within said reel, the inner end of
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said spring being affixed fo said shaft, the outer
end of said spring being connected with said
reel, a flexible tape spirally wound around said
reel, the inner end of said tape being affixed to
said reel, when a pull at the free end of said tape
is imparted said tape being adapted to be extend-
ed from said reel, and means at the opposite
of said supports for engaging the free end of
said tape for maintaining the same in an extend-~
ed position, the extension of said tape imparting
a rotary movement to said reel for winding said
spring and increasing the tension thereof, the
tension of said spring acting upon said tape for
maintaining the latter in a taut condition when
the same remains in an extended position.
SAM PAWLANSKY.
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