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My invention relates to clothesline hangers, 
and more particularly to basement clothesline hangers. 

It is the principal purpose of my invention to 
provide a clothesline hanger that is So Con 
structed and arranged that it can be SWu'ng 
from a position depending from a pair of joists 
to a position in which the entire hanger is lo 
cated above the bottom edge of the joists. This 
is possible because there is nothing about the 
hangers that can engage the joists when Swung 
into a raised position to interfere with Such 
movement thereof. While the clotheslines car 
ried by the hangers would engage the botton 
edges of the joists when the hangers are in 
raised position, the mounting of the clothesire 
carrying meinbers is such that the clotheslinses 
Will flex enough to permit pushing of the en 
tire hanger arrangement up above the bottom 
edges of the joists with the clotheslines drawn 
tight along the botton edges of said joists. 
More Specifically my invention comprises a 

clothesline hanger comprising a bar-like men 
ber to which the clotheslines are secured, which 
is mounted on bracket members that are ar 
ranged in pairs and secured to adjacent joists 
So that Said bracket members extend obliquely 
in opposite directions from said joists toward 
the bar-like member, the diagonal or oblique 
arrangement of the body portions of said brack 
ets Serving to brace the structure so as to pro 
Wide rigidity for the entire hanger. 
Other objects and advantages of my invention 

will appear as the description of the drawings 
proceeds. I desire to have it understood, how 
ever, that I do not intend to limit myself to the 
particular details shown or described, except as 
defined in the claims. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a view in elevation of one of my in 

proved basement clothesline hangers, showing 
the Sane attached to a joist, the joist being part 
ly broken away. 

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view through 
a plurality of ioists, these being partly broken 
away, showing a pair of my improved basement 
clothesline hangel's in retracted position folded 
up between the joists and showing the clothes. 
line in a taut or stretched position against the 
bottorn edges of the joists. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view showing 
the nounting of the hanger brackets on a joist, 
and 

Fig. 4 is a view taken at right angles to Fig. 
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2 
1, showing the hanger in end elevation and frag 
mentary portions of a pair of joists in Section. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, each of 

ny improved basement clothesline hangers Con 
prises a bar 5, which, preferably, is made of Wood, 
and which, preferably, has openings therein 
through which a clothesline may be passed for 
attaching the same to the bar-like member 5. 
In use two of the brackets are provided, with 
the bar-like mernbers 3 spaced from each other 
as shown in Fig. 2. However, in Fig. 2 the 
hangers are shown in retracted position, as will 
be explained below, the number of joists inter 
vening between the two spaced bars 5 being mere 
ly arbitrarily shown, the number ordinarily be 
ing much greater than that illustrated in Fig. 2. 
Each of the hanger members further com 

prises two pairs of brackets, each of said brack 
ets comprising bracket members and 8. Said 
bracket members 7 and 8 are duplicates, except 
that the same are reversed in position. Each of 
said bracket members has an obliquely extend 
ing body portion and has an upper end portion 
9, which is used for attaching the bracket to a 
joist (), said attaching portion extending ver 
tically or parallel to a face of the joist AB. The 
two bracket members 7 and 8 of a pair are se 
cured to the faces of the joists that are to 
Ward each other, and the attachment is made 
by means of a headed fastening member , 
which is, preferably, a driven fastening of a 
nail-like character, and preferably, washers 2 
are provided between the head of the fastening 
and the portion 9 of each bracket and between 
the joists and the portion 9 of each bracket so 
that the bracket members and 8 can readily 
be SWUng from the position shown in Fig. 4 to 
that shown in Fig. 2. 
Each of the brackets 7 and 8 has an attaching 

portion 3 at the lower end thereof that extends 
parallel to the portion 9, the portions 3 extend 
ing parallel to the side faces of the wooden bar 
like member 5, and being secured thereto by 
(neans of headed fastening elements, such as the 
bolts if, which have heads 5 engaging the at 
taching portion 3 of a bracket member 8 and 
which are provided with wing nuts 6 for clamp 
ing the parts in assembled position and to exert 
sufficient tension on the brackets and 8 to create 
a frictional drag such that the brackets Will be 
held in either a depending position, such as that 
shown in Fig. 4, or a raised position, such as 
that shown in Fig. 2. Washers are provided 
between the vertical faces of the bars 5 and the 
attaching portions 3, and a lock washer 8 may 
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be provided between the attaching portion f3 on 
the member and the Wing nut 6. 

It will be obvious that each of the hangers con 
prises a bar-like member 5 and two pairs of 
brackets 7 and 8, and that when the parts are i5 
mounted in position properly between a pair of 
joists, as shown in Fig. 4, the bar-like member 5 
will be located midway between the joistS in a 
position below, the same and will be: rigidly. 
mounted in its position below the joists because 10 
of the diverging arrangement of the body por 
tions of the brackets and 8. It will be further 
obvious that when the bracket members are SWulag, 
to the position shown in Fig. 2 the bars 5 will be 
located in a position parallel to, their lowered l3: 
position, but above the bottoms of the-joists's 0. 
and if the line 9 is left in position it will.be drawn. 
taut across the bottom of the joists, having 
enough flexibility that it will extend obliquely 
from the one joist 0 to which a hanger is secured, 20 
at each end of the line; to the bars-like member; 
as indicated; at. 20 in Fig. 2. 

It will be noted upon reference-to, Figs; 2-and 4 
that they wooden bar 5, which is rectangular in 
cross-section, is:located midway between the joists 25 
Otto:which the hangers and 8-are-attached and 
remains in that position when SWung up between 
the joists: There...is no projecting, part on... the 
hanger members: that in any way interferes-with 
theimovement of the bar from the position shown 3 
in Fig. 4 to that shown in Fig. 2, as the only parts 
that engage: the joists-are the flat endportions 9. 
all parts of the brackets 7 and 8.that are secured 
to, the bar:5 being Spaced Widely from the joists. 
as well as the fastening elements, that secure the 35 
ends: 3 of said brackets to the bar, 5. 
The attaehingsmeans for the lines being inerely 

holes:extending horizontally.through the bar-like 
member, can not in any Way.interefere. With... the 
swinging of the bar-like memberS5, upwardly...to. 4 
the position shown in Fig. 2.from that shown...in 
Fig. 4. Also the flat ends 3 on the bracket men 
bers. 7. and 8... extending. parallel to the vertical: 
faces of the bar 5 and, being-clamped thereto..by 
the bolt, and, wing: nut, , will ... provide...frictional 45 
resistance to the movement-of-the-bar 5 from one 
position to another So... that the bal: Will remain. 
in either, its raised: or lowered... position without 
any necessity of adjusting the clamping, means by 
means of the wing-nut...f6., However, should-there 50 
be any tendency for the bar 5 to drop-downwardly. 

4. 
out of the position shown in Fig. 2, it is only 
necessary to tighten up the wing nut 6 slightly 
to prevent such movement. 
When the hangers are moved to the position 

shown in Fig. 2 there will be nothing in sight to 
the casual observer except the parallel lengths of 
clothesline drawn taut across the bottom sides 
of the joists, the hanger members being located 
entirely above Said bottom sides of said joists. 
What claim is: 
1. The combination with a pair of spaced joists 

of a bar, and means for mounting said bar mid 
Way between said joists for movement between a 
position below the bottoms of said joists to a 
position entirely above the bottoms of said joists, 
comprising hangers pivotally connected with said 
bar-at-Spaeed.points and pivotally connected with 
said joists above the botton edges thereof, each 
of said: hangers comprising a pair of brackets 
having obliquely extending portions diverging 
fronial Said-bai, toward said...joists; each , of said 
backetShaving-parallel end portions for, attachs 
ment to said bar and a joist. 

2. The combination with a pair.of spaced joists 
of: aabal' rectangular in croSS. Section, and means. 
foil-mounting Said bar midway, between Saidjoists. 
for movement between a position below, the botr 
tons of Said joistS:to a position entirely: above the 
bottons of said joistS, comprising. Strap. metal 
hangers pivotally connected with opposite. flat. 
faces, of Said bar, at, Spaced-points-and-pivotally, 
connected, with the vertical faces of...said joists. 
above., the...botton, edges: thereof, each... of said. 
hangers comprising a pair. of... brackets having. 
obliquely extending portions diverging from said 
bar toward said joists, each of said brackets hav 
ing, parallel flat end-portions for...attachment.to, 
said bar and a joist, the pivotal connections bes 
tween saidbrackets and said. bar comprising bolts. 
and Wing.nutsfor clamping.Saidpairs of brackets. 
to Said bar. 
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