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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES IK. THOMA, of 

Winfield, in the county of Cowley and State 
of Kansas, have invented a new and Improved 
Fastener for Floor-Coverings, of which the fol. 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

new and improved fastenerfor holding down 
carpets, oil-cloths, rugs, or like floor-coverings, 
the fastener being simple and durable in con 
struction and arranged to permit of quickly 
and Securely fastening the covering in place 
on the floor and to permit of conveniently re 
moving the covering whenever desired for 
cleaning or other purposes and without dis 
turbing or removing the fasteners. 
The invention consists of novel features and 

parts and combinations of the same, as will 
be described hereinafter and then pointed out 
in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 
provement in an open position. Fig. 2 is an 
enlarged sectional side elevation of the same 
aS applied. Fig. 3 is a transverse view of a 
modified form of the improvement, and Fig. 
4 is a perspective view of the tool used in con 
nection. With the fastener. 
The improved fastener is provided with a 

base-plate A, provided at one end with an up 
Wardly-extending flange A", on which is piv 
oted a top plate B, between which and the 
base-plate the floor-covering is to pass and to 
be held in place, as hereinafter more fully de 
scribed. 
From the base-plate A extend downward 

spikes C, adapted to be driven into the floor 
On Which the covering is to be held, so as to 
secure the fastener in place on the floor, pref 
erably at the corners of the room and along 
the base-board thereof, the flange A' resting 
against the base-board, as plainly indicated in 
Fig. 2. 
On the top of the base-plate A are arranged 

pins DD", adapted to pass through the fabric 
material of the covering to hold the same in 
place on the fastener, the upper ends of said 
pins forming a stop for the top plate B when 
the latter is swung down upon the top of the 

covering, as indicated in Fig. 2. The pin D'is 
extended higher than the pins D and at its up 
per end is formed with a shoulder D. The pin 
D' projects through an aperture in the top 
plate B, and its shoulder Dis engaged by one 
edge of the aperture, said edge forming a 
tongue B', which, with the shoulder of the pin, 
forms a catch for holding the top plate B in 
locked position, as shown in Fig. 2, the top of 
the pin being preferably covered by a hood 
B', formed on the top of the plate B, over the 
aperture thereof. 
The device shown in Fig. 3 is more espe 

cially designed for fastening oil-cloth, for in 
stance, to a carpet already laid, and in this 
case instead of Spikes C the base-plate A is 
provided with downwardly-extending prongs 
C" to securely fasten the device in place on 
the carpet, the construction of the fastener 
being otherwise, however, the Same as the one 
above described in reference to Figs. 1 and 2. 
The device is used as follows: The fasten 

ers are secured to the floor at the desired 
places, the flanges Aresting against the base 
board, as plainly indicated in Fig. 2, use be 
ing made of a special tool E, (shown in Fig. 
4,) formed at its bottom with recesses E" E, 
adapted to fit the pins DD", so that the said 
tool can be readily set into the upper face of 
the base-plate to drive the spikes C into the 
floorby blows from a hammer on the upperend 
of the tool E. When the several fasteners 
have been placed and secured in position in 
the room, then the carpet, rug, or like cover 
ing is passed onto the pins DD", the top plate 
B being in an uppermost position, as indi 
cated in Figs. 1 and 3. If the floor-covering 
is of very heavy material, use can be made 
again of the tool E to drive the fabric mate 
rial upon the pins; but for light material 
pressure with the hand suffices for the same 
purpose. When the covering has thus been 
fastened to the pins, the top plate B is swung 
downward and locked in place by the shoul 
der D engaging the tongue B'. The tool E 
may be provided with a claw F for conven 
iently prying up the fastener when it is de 
sired to remove the same from the floor. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that the 
device is very simple and durable in con 
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struction, is not liable to get out of order, 
and in case it is desired to remove the car 
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pet it is only necessary to swing the top plate 
B into a vertical position and to then lift the 
carpet of the pins for cleaning or other pur 
poses. Thus the fasteners need not be re 
moved from the floor, and when the carpet is 
replaced the above-described operation is re 
peated for fastening the carpet in place by 
the fasteners. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A fastener for floor-coverings, compris 
ing a base-plate provided with an upwardly 
projecting flange at one end, downwardly-pro 
jecting spurs or prongs for securing it in po 
sition, and upwardly-projecting pins for en 
gaging the floor-covering, one of the said pins 
being longer than the others and provided 
with a shoulder, and a top plate hinged to the 
flange of the base-plate and provided with an 
opening through which the longer pin pro 
jects and with one edge of which the shoulder 
of the said pin engages to lock the plates to 
gether, and with a hood Onits upper face over 
the opening thereof, said top plate being 

adapted to rest upon the shorter pins of the 
base-plate when the device is in use, substan 
tially as described. 

2. A fastener for floor-coverings, consisting 
of a base-plate provided with downwardly 
projecting prongs at One end, an upWardly 
projecting flange at said end between the 
prongs thereof, and pins on its upper face, 
one of the said pins being longer than the 
others and provided with a shoulder, and a 
top plate hinged to the flange of the base 
plate and provided with an opening through 
which the longer pin of the base-plate pro 
jects and with one edge of which the shoul 
der of the said pin engages to lock the plates 
together, and with a hood on its upper Sur 
face over the opening thereof, said top plate 
being adapted to rest upon the shorter pins 
of the base-plate when the device is in use, 
substantially as described. 

JAMES K. THOMA. 
Witnesses: 

J. M. BRADLEY, 
GEO. W. SLOAN, 
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