
Aug. 7, 1934. A. l. HONDEVILLE 1,968,833 
TOWEL SERVIDOR 

Filed Nov. 4, 1932 2 Sheets-Sheet 1 

A to 37 £g 
S 

WO 

S SS SSS 

4. Z.Aozzczeved/e 
Y ---...s-s-s ATroRNEY 

NVENTor 

  

  

    

  

      

  

  

  

  



1,968,833 A. l. HONDEVELLE Aug. 7, 1934. 
TOWEL SERVIDOR 

2. Sheets-Sheet 2 Filed Nov. 4, 1932 

# 6.6 is; A , A of % 

UO 

2 as 

78 

NVEnor 

4.A. Azozzazezz 6 

Attorney 
BY e-8-s-s-s- 

  

  

  



Patented Aug. 7, 1934 1968,833 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
1968,833 

TOWEL SERVIDOR. 
August I. Hondeville, Merced, Calif., assignor, by 
direct and mesne assignments, to Serv-A- 
Towel Manufacturing 
Calif., a corporation 

Comp any, San Francisco, 

Application November 4, 1932, Serial No. 641,183 
4. Claims. 

This invention relates to public service towels 
and a cooperating dispensing apparatus designed 
to use fabric as distinguished from paper towels. 
The principal object of my invention is to pro 

5 vide a towel and dispensing arrangement of this 
is general character so constructed that each suc 
cessive user has an individual towel for his use 
and it is not necessary for him to have any con 
tact with the towel previously used. Also there is 

10, no mechanism to be operated in connection with 
... the dispensing and use of the individual towel 
and which is liable to get out of order. 
My improved servidor therefore is far more. 

... Sanitary to use than the continuous roller mount 
15 ed type of towel now commonly installed in pub 

lic lavoratories and the like, in which the soiled 
portion of the towel must be engaged and pulled 
by a subsequent user when exposing a clean por 
tion of the towel for his use. Also in connection 

20. With Such dispensing it is necessary for the user 
to press the knob which controls the dispensing 
mechanism, and which is handled by everybody 

... using the apparatus-another unsanitary feature 
which I avoid. 

25. Also, since I have eliminated the neces 
the dispensing mechanism, the dispensing appara 
stus itself is much simpler and cheaper to manu 
facture and there is nothing to get out of order. 
. Further, these continuous long towels are dif 

30ficult and costly to launder whereas my towel ar 
rangement is such that it may be laundered with 
out any ironing, or the use of any special method 
or apparatus in connection. With Such laundering. 
A further object of the invention is to produce 

35 a simple and inexpensive device and yet one which 
will be exceedingly effective for the purpose for 
which it is designed. * 
... These objects. I accomplish by means of such 

... structure and relative arrangement of partS as 
"40 will fully appear by a perusal of the following 

specification and claims. . 
In the drawings similar characters of reference 

indicate corresponding parts in the Several views: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved 

servidor equipped with the towel packages, show 
ing One door open to expose the towel holding 
Spring mounted thereon. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical Section of the apparatus. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective of the towel supporting 

and pressing unit of the apparatus detached from 
the cabinet. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a towel package. 
Fig. 5 is a Sectional elevation of a modified form 

... 55 of servidor. 
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- Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a further modi 
fied form of towel package. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary enlarged section show 
ing a means for removably attaching the towels 
Of the modified package together. - 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a towel of Said 
modified package outstretched. 

Referring now more particularly to the chair 
acters of reference on the drawings, and par 
ticularly at present to Figs. 1 to 4, 1 denotes the 
cabinet of rectanguiar form and open on the 
front. This cabinet is slightly wider than the 
Width of the towels. 2 (which is practically 
Square) and is S.OneWhat taller than twice the 
height of a towel. The upper portion of the 
front of the cabinet is provided with hinged 
mirror-doors 3, . Substantially the height of a 
tOWel and normally held closed by Suitable catch 
devices 4. At their upper ends the adjacent 
edges of the doors meet each other as indicated 
but for the major portion of their length such 
adjacent edges are Separated to leave a vertical 
Opening as at 5 wide enough to receive the hand. 

Disposed in the upper portion of the cabinet 
is a panel 6 mounted at itSIOWer end on a hinge 
7. Secured to the back Wall of the cabinet On: a 
level slightly more than that of the lower edges 
Of the dOOS. Rigid U-shaped hangers 8 whose 
legs are disposed in vertically spaced relation 
project for Wardly from the panel adjacent the 
bottom in transversely spaced order. These 
hangers may be of any of the various standard 
forms such as are used in connection with loose 
leaf binders of different kinds O. So that a towel 
package may be placed on and removed from the 
hangers at Will. 
The individual towels 2 are perinanently bound 

together along one edge by rivets 9 or the like 
and are punched with holes iO between the rivets 
to receive one leg of the hangers. Adjacent 
their opposite edges the towels are provided with 
a single, opening 11 to receive a peg 12 which is 
mounted in the back of the cabinet adjacent top 
and centrally of its width and projecting freely 
through an opening 13 in the panel. Just below 
the opening 11 each towel is provided with a 
finger tab 14. 
The length of the hangers and the depth of the 

cabinet is sufficient to receive tWO Or more towe 
packages each. One of Which is preferably made 
up of twenty-five towels. In mounting the towei 
package in place it is engaged with the upper 
legs of the hanger and extends upWardly there 
from, lying against the panel 6 and disposed be 
tWeen the panel and the doors which are initially 
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3:2 1,968,838 
opened but which are closed after the towel vided adjacent the line of fold With matching 
package is thus in place. The panel is provided openings 20 to receive the hangers and, with 
With Spring means 15 constantly Urging it for- other openings 2 to receive the detachable faS 
ward and flat springs 16 are mounted. On the tening means. Such fastening means may be 

5 backs of the doors and extend at a downward headed bolts of suitable type as indicated at 8 
converging angle relative to each other to engage : 22 whereby a number of the: folded to Wells inay 
the adjacent portions of the outernost or front be tied together to form a package. Toward their 
OWell to the Sides of the opening 5. opposite ends the to Weis are provided With peg 
The towels which even when fresh are limp openings and with pull tabs 14a on their oppo 

10 and unironed are therefore held outstretched site sides as indicated so that when each towel 8. 
and Will not tend to slip or Sag down Wardiy Or is folded the tabs thereon Will both face in the 
outwardly of themselves into the opening 5: The same direction. 
peg 12 aids in thus supporting...the towels and . r. From the foregoing description it will be read 
also prevents the entire package of tOWells as a ily-seen that I have produced such a device as 

15 unit from possibly slipping down from between; substantially fulfills the objects of the invention 9 
the panel and SpringS 16 Without necessitating, as set forth hereira. 
the use of very heavy SpringS. While this specification sets forth in detail the 
In operation it is only necessary for the user present and preferred construction of the de 

to grasp the eXposed towel by the tip, and pull Vice still in practice such deviations from such 
20 the Sanie forward. The towel Will thus be dis- detail may be resorted to as do not form a de- 9, 

engaged from the peg and the SpringS 16 and - parture from the spirit of the invention, as de 
Will be drawn through the opening 5 between the fined by the appended claims. 
doors, thus: exposing the entire area of the towel, . Having, thus described inny invention what 

'from the top to the hanger, for.luse. After using:... claim as new, and useful and desire to secure by 
i, 25 the towel it is merely let go and the towel Will. Letters Patent is: O. 

then drop and hang down in the lower portion 1. A towel servidor comprising an open front 
of the cabinet and against a previously tised towel cabinetto contain a plurality of individual towels, 
Of the package as indicated in Fig. 1. The next a panel in the cabinet, hinge- means mounting 

i-clean towel is then of course. partially exposed said panel along its lower edge to the back of 
it; 30 through the opening 5 for a Subsequent user With- the cabinet, hanger elements projecting from the 10, 

... out the latter haying to touch a towel previously a panel adjacent its hinged edge, the towels along 
- Sed. When the last towel of a pagkage has been one edge having openings slidably engaging said 
... disengaged from-the-peg and used the Weight... elements, means on the cabinet holding the towels the remaining used towels of the package. Will in an upstanding position from said edge and 

c. 35 use the package is a Whole to side about the exposing a certain portion of the foremost towel 11 -- Sesto occupy position of the owe legs for initial hand engagement, and means acting of the hangers as shown in Fig. 2. The package to urge the panel forwardly about its hinge as 
... may be easily laundered, it being only necessary an ais. 

to place the same in an ordinary washingma- 2. A Structure as in clairn 1, in Which said 
40 cine tub, and after landering and dy turns hanger elements comprise U-shaped members 11, 
E. R .year, SSune the de transversely spaced and set with their legs inver. i-Sired fit OutStretched for Without ironing. ... tically spaced relation the towels before use be 

... Ini.Fig. 5... the construction and operation of ing engaged with the upper' legs of Said ele 
it the servidor is essentially the same as that above . 

45 described. The towels 2ct however may be Sep- 3. A structure as in claim 1 in which said 12 
s ...-arated and in Connection, together as a package. hanger-relements - comprise rods projecting for 

... Also, the lower legS of the hangerS. 8a are wardly from-the-panel in transversely spaced 
the for of rods 17. Which depend some distance relation and formed at their forwardends with 

... below the back panel. This allows: the towels downward extensions -spaced from the back of 
i: 50 they artised to Side down and of the the cabinet and unattached at their lower ends. 12, 

... nangers as indicated. In this case the bottom . T. Awe Servidor - comprising a cabinet to 
. of the ls dE.", the to contain a plurality of individual towels and hav. of fosted Windepending chute 18 Whigh inga vertical opening in front to expose a por 
runs through the floor and is connected to the tion of the foremost towel, a panel in the cabi 

e. laundry chute of the building. This structure net to engage the rearnOst-towel, means to urge 3 
is frticularly adapted Or hotel, hospital and the panel forwardly against the towels so as to 
is Ouse the Weiges first maintain the same in an upstanding position. 

is described may also be used in connection with. hangeir elements: for the towels: projecting 
this, apparati:S if desired. forward m -r, rify ---. ...is :----.S. --. re y of the panel from adjacent its lower 

63 Fig. 6 fied G E.W. P. edge and Spaced apart transversely; each hanger 53. 
SS SOW SS inted Otise. When comprising a U-shaped member disposed with its 
As died,relayCE E". : legs in Vetically Spaced relation; the towels along 

y m ra s ; their initi & i in ... which case the towels must of course be separate their: initially lower edges having holes engaging 
W. the, legs of the.h. t cg dis from each other. To facilitate ironing opera- EE E. the... hanger elements, prior t 4. 

'tions if such towel 2a is of double length adapt- VXA r AUGUST.E.ONDEVIE 
ed to be folded centrally of its ends and pro 
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