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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters-Patent No. 468,768, dated February 9, 1892.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that we, ELLIS S. HATCH, resid-
ing at Willard,in the county of Cumberland
and State of Maine, and JAMES PRESTON
HUTCcHINSON, residing at Auburn, in the
county of Androscoggin and State of Maine,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Milk-Cans; and we do hereby
declare that the followingisa full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to that class of milk
cans or receptacles designed for household
use; and it has for its object to providean ar-
ticle of this character designed to be remov-
ably suspended at the exterior of a dwelling
and at a place accessible to the milkman.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a can or receptacle of the class described
which shall be self-measuring and means by
which the can is-adapted to be suspended
and held firmly in upright position.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide, in combination with the can or recep-
tacle,means for indicating therequired quan-
tity of milk to be deposited therein.

In the drawings, wherein like letters of ref-
erence indicate correspouding parts, Figure 1
is a perspective view illustrating our inven-
tioninsuspended position. ¥Tig.2 isa vertical
sectional view. TFig. 3 is adetail perspective
view of the handle. Fig. 4 is a similar view
of the supporting-bracket. Fig. 5 is a plan
view of the interior of the cover.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A des-

ignates the can or receptacle, which may be, in:

the main,of any preferred or well-known con-
structionand is provided with aseriesof trans-
verse convolutions a, designed to indicate
given quantities of milk. For example, the
can-herein illustrated is a two-quart measure,
the three convolutions thereon indicating, re-
spectively, from the lowermost upward “one
pint,” “one quart,” and “three pints,” the
filled can being two quarts. The size of the
can is immaterial, however; and it is obvious
that the convolutions may be increased or di-
minished to indicate greater or less subdivis-
ions of the capacity of the can, as the case
may be.

At one side of the can is provided a handle
B, comprising the hollow handle proper B/,
approximately semi-cylindrieal in eross-see-
tion and located parallel with the can. From
the ends of this portion project inwardly two
flat connecting-arms b b, secured at their free
ends tothe can. The flat side b’ of thesemi-
cylindrical portion B’ is located at the side
farthest from the can,and centrally in the face
thereof is provided a longitudinal slot C, ex-
tending from one end of the portion B’ to the
other and terminatingatthelowerend of said
portion B’ in an enlarged opening ¢,the pur-
pose of which will hereinafter appear.

For suspending the can when desired a
bracket D is provided, said bracket being T-
shaped in construction and constructed of
metal or other suitable material. Thisbracket
is designed to be secured in vertical position
to the door-frame or in any other suitable or
desired position; and to this end it is provided
with apertures d d, extending transversely
therethrough from the front to the back,and
through which securing serews or nails are
passed. When the bracket is secured in po-
sition, a longitudinal flange D’ is formed at
each side, said flanges being removed from
the wall to which the bracket issecured.

The operation of supporting the can upon
the bracket will be apparent. The former is
first held in a position with the back of its

handle resting against the wall above the

bracket. Asthecanisdrawndown,thebracket
enters the opening ¢ and finally engages the
closed upperend of theslotC. Thelatterand
the arm of the bracket which contacts with
the wall being of approximately the same
breadth, the can isheld rigid upon the bracket
and lateral movement of the can obviated.

E designates a cover for the ean, which is
hinged to the latter at the rear, asshown ate.
Upon the interior of this cover is stamped or
otherwisemarked characters F, corresponding
to the capacity of the can and the various di-
visions thereof as formed by the convolutions
a—that is, in the present instance, the can be-
ing adapted to receive the following quanti-
ties: one pint, one quart, three pints,and two
quarts, marks denoting these various quanti-
tiesareprovided. Thecharactersare arranged
circularly upon the cover and are covered by
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a revoluble disk G, the latter being provided
with a recess g, designed to expose but one
character at a time.

The office and advantages of our invention
will be readily understood by those skilled in
the art to which itappertains. The can is de-
signed to be suspended at the exterior of a
dwelling, accessible to the milkman. After
or before it has been placed im position the
disk is turned to display the characters denot-

ing the quantity of milk desired and is read- |

ily observed upon opening the cover. Thede-
vice is also adapted to the various domestic
uses to which the ordinary measuring-cup is
applied.

We claim as our invention—

1. In a milk-receiver,the combination, with
a suspending-bracket consisting of a verti-
cally-disposed plate provided ateach side with
a longitudinal flange flush with the face of
theplate, of thereceiver proper provided with
a hollow handle having a longitudinal slot at
its rear side adapted to receive the suspend-
ing-bracket, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. :

2. In a milk-receiver, the combination, with
thereceiver proper provided withan indicator,
for the purpose described, and with a hollow
handle, the latter being provided with a lon-
gitudinal slot having a stop at its upper end,
of an upright supporting-bracket provided at

-each side with a longitudinal flange, the lat-

ter being adapted to be received by the slot-

‘ted handle, substantially as and for the pur-

pose set forth.

3. In amilk-receiver, the combination, with
the receiver proper having a hollow handle,
the latter being provided with a longitudinal
slot terminating at its lower end in an en-
larged opening, of an upright supporting-
bracket formed at its sides with longitudinal
flanges and adapted to bereceived by theslot-
ted handle, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

ELLIS S. HATCH.
JAMES PRESTON HUTCHINSON.

Witnesses: :

BENJAMIN G. WARD,
AUGUSTUS F. MOULTON.
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