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‘I'hls 1nvent1on relates to shoe harbors and Referung to the drawmg, the shoe harbor
mofe particularly to &~ shoe harber Whlch per- generally indicated at*1 and preferably - forme(f
forms’ the ‘dual function of ‘maintaining ‘4 shoe of sheet metal, compr1ses the telescopically en-
sole in non-curved condition -and-‘at the same gageable sectlons 2 and 3 adapted to be moved

5 time- prev1des o compact ‘storage - umt ‘therefor: . as requlred to relatlvely lengthen ‘or shorten the 5

-- Herétofore various types -of ‘shoe harbors have length of the-harbor. " The section 2 preferably
been ‘emiployed ‘wheréin: means haye: :been eth= has the back 4'and the*base:5 thereof formed of
ployed to preveint curling -of ‘the' sho¢ whlch or- . a singlé piece of sheet metal ﬁanged back on itself
dinarily -Tésults 45 the ‘shoe ‘becomes relatwely* along-the back as indicated at 6 and flared out~ -

10" dfy “after-se.  However; the mdjority -of- -these Wardly adjacent the base as indicated at Tto'pro- 19
were relatively expensive, required a separate uhit. vide a means of engaging the, penpheral toe bor-
for each shoe, ~and involved a - relatlvely large tion of the sole of a shoe 8.~ -
ammotnt ‘of trme to- properly a.dJust : -The base 5 1§ prov1ded with & relatlvely nirrow

X have devised a novel type of shoe harbor of front vertical face’ 9 by bendlng down a portion ‘

15 variable size which is adapted to provide a‘storage of the metal generally at right angles to the base 15
medium for shoes and -at the same tinie main- and bent backwardly as indicated at 10 in 4 di-
tain thém in their normal or non-curling-con- rectioh generally parallel to the base. The ter=
dition. 'The shoes are quickly and easily inserted minus of this portion is ciirved as indicated at 11,
within ‘the harbor and removed theréfrom and thus pioviding & bead which maintains the two

20 the weight of the’shoe is utilized to prevent curl- rélatively telescopablé sections 3-and 4 in align- 20
ing of the shoe adjacent the toe. portion. ' ment and s adapted o ititernally engage a $imi-

It is.am object of ‘my’ invention therefore, to lar bead provided on’section's, - -
provide an improved shoe ‘harbor’ adapted ‘to “"The facé 9-is preferably provided with an’ éay
maintain- shoes in theu- ‘normal pos1tmn 7712 which is flanged over in a direction generally

25 Another objéet of my: invention is to' provide ~at'right anglés thereto to provide a means of se- g5
3 shoe harbor adapted to maintain’ $hioes’in-their = cufing a preferably sheet métal -end 13 to the
normal ‘condition and whichis: ad;ustable t0 ‘de- base 5.~
dommodate a relatlvely greater or less: number ‘The ' end 13; generally quadrant shape, ‘is se-
of shoes as desired. - - cured t6-the back 4 and the base 5 preferably by

80 - Another object of my invention is to provide Wwelding to the ear 12 as indicated at 14 and sp°
a-shoe Harbor whsrein: shoes may ‘be qulckly and along'the engaging ends of the'baek 4 and the base
easﬂy 1nserted and: removed 5.. Although I preferably secure the end 13 by

“Another object of my" 1nvent10n is'to provide welding, it is understood that" rlvetmg or- any
an improved shoe ‘harbor which is relatively in- suitable means may be employed,”

38 expensive to manufacture and may be eas11y se-  The sectioh 3 is generally similar to the séetion’ g5
cured to & supportlng wall or-the like , 2 with the: excepmon that the flange 15 is spaced
) A_nother object of my 1nvent10n is to: prov1de & sufficient distarice fromi the back 16 to slidingly
an improved shoe harbor’ whlch 1s susceptlble of acéontmodate the back 4 6f section 2, and ths gen-
manufacture: by a relatively 1nexpenswe stamp- erally U-shaped frontal portion of thé base indi- )

) mg and ‘welding operatmn ‘ cated-at 17718 relatively smadller thad a similar 40

-~ Another object of my invention is to provide an portion of the séction 2 wheréby it may slidingly
improved shoe harbor adapted to have shoeseas- engagé the inner surfaces Of the aforesaid por-
ily inserted and removed therefrom ‘and prov1ded‘ : thIl ‘
with' ‘'mears preventing: accidental’ dlsplacement" AR prevmusly mentloned a bead 18 formed st

45 of tHe shoe from the harbor. - - *the terminus of the U-shaped portioh 17 of séc- 45

"These ‘and other objects of the invention will tion:3 is -adapted to telescopically erigage the in-
become 1ncreasmg1y apparent from'a cons1dera,-‘ terior of ‘the bead 11 formed on a similay portion
tion of the'following ‘description and drawing, of thé séetion 2 and thereby malntam the séctions’

~ whereiii’ like - reference. characters refer to like 2-and '3'in proper alignment so that: there will be-

60 parts and in‘which:—: " : no tendency to bind’ when relatlvely movmg the 50
Pig. I“is a perspectlve view of a preferred em-‘ sectlons
bod1ment ‘of my. invention; and - An end 13, prevmusly descnbed 8 secured to

L 2his a transverse sectmnal view of the em- the séction 3 ’bly by weldlng 1n & manner
. bodiment illustrated - 1n F1g 1 showing a shoe se-' herembefore mentioned Thus the“shoe harbor
85 cured therein. ‘ " i open- at the front and top whereby shoes may’ 56
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be easily inserted or withdrawn therefrom. It is
understood that the flange 15 is flared outwardly
as indicated at 25 to provide a means for retaining
shoes disposed in the section 3 of the shoe harbor.

The harbor is preferably affixed to a vertical
wall or the like and to this end slots 19 are pro-
vided adapted to have supporting screws pro-
jected therethrough to suspend the harbor as de-
sired. Although I preferably suspend the harbor
by means of the aforementioned screws, it is un-
derstood that any suitable means may be em-
ployed such as supporting on a horizontal sur-
face if desire.

The shoes are disposed in the harbor and are

retained therein by the upper peripheral toe por-
tion of the sole being engaged by portion 7 of the
back 4, the shoe pivoting about a point substan-
tially centrally of the sole of the shece. It is de-
sirable that the major portion of the shoe extend
outwardly from the face 9 of the harbor so that
a-relatively large leverage action will be exerted
thus counter-balancing any tendency of the toe
portion of the shoe to curl, The leverage action
exerted by the shoe also instres that the portion
7 engaging the sole will exert sufficient pressure
thereagainst to prevent disengagement of the
shoe. However, in the event that the shoe should
become disengaged, I provide a rail generally in-
dicated at 20 adapted to engage the upper portion
of the shoe as it fulerums about the edge of the
base and thus prevent the shoe from being dis-
lodged from the harbor.
- The rail 20 comprises two relatively telescop-
able strips 21 and 22, generally rectangular in
shape and having the edges flared to form beads
as indicated at 23.. The ends of the strips are
preferably provided with ears 24 flanged gener-
ally at right angles thereto whereby the strips
may be secured to the end 13 in any suitable man-
ner such as welding. The rail 20, in addition to
serving as a means for preventing dislodgment of
the shoes in the harbor,-acts as an additional
alignment means preventlng binding of the inter-
engaged sections.

.Although I have shown and described a pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, I contem-
plate that numerous and extensive departures
may be made therefrom without departing from
the spirit of my invention and the scope of the
appended claims.

Having thus described my 1nvent10n what I
claim is:—

1. A shoe harbor comprising a-generally hori-
zontal support upon which the flexing portion of
a shoe sole rearwardly of the toe may rest and on
which the shoe may tend to rock downwardly by
gravity, and an abutment disposed in generally
horizontal spaced relation to and inclined gener-
ally downwardly toward the support for engaging
a, forward portion of the shoe sole to prevent said
rocking, and to cause the action of gravity on
portions of the shoe rearwardly of the support to
effect a slight bending effort on the sole to main-
tain the shoe sole and adjacent upper portions of
the shoe in normal form.

. 2. In a  combined shoe harbor and shoe
straightener, a generally horizontfal fulcrum. ele-
ment upon which the flexing portion of the sole
of a shoe may rest and around which fulerum
rearward portions of the shoe may tend to rock
downwardly by gravity, and an abutment above
and in generally horizontally spaced relation to
the fulcrum and inclined downwardly toward the
fulerum adapted to be engaged by a toe portion
of the shoe to oppose said gravity effected rock-
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ing and cause the shoe to be supported on the ful-
crum to maintain the shoe in normal form.

3. A shoe harbor and shoe straightener as de-
scribed in elaim 2 and.in which the fulcrum ele-

ment comprises a portion of a frame and the abut- s

ment is supported in a predetermined relative po-
sition on the frame.

4. A combined shoe harbor and shoe stralght- -

ener as described in claim 2 and in which the ful-
crum element and abutment- are elongated and
generally parallel whereby to accommodate a plu-
rality of shoes side by side on the fulcrum ele-
ment.

5. In a combined shoe harbor and straightener, '

a base upon which a forward portion of a shoe
sole may be rested and having a fulcrum around
which rearward portions of the shoe may tend to
rock downwardly by gravity, and a ledge over-
hanging the base and adapted to be engaged by
a toe portion of the shoe substantially to prevent
rocking and to cause the said effect of gravity to
exert a slight reverse bending effort on the sole.

6. A shoe harbor as described in claim 1 and in
which a second abutment is disposed above the
support with its axis lying in a vertical plane in-
termediate the first abutment and the support,
for engagement with a toe portion upon displace-

“ment of the said toe portion from the first abut-

ment- and upon the occurrence of consequent
rocking movement to retain the shoe on the sup-
port.

7. A combmed shoe harbor and shoe straight-
ener as describad in claim 2 and in which a second
abutment is disposed above and intermediate the
fulcrum element and first abutment and. adapted
to.be engaged by a toe portion of the shoe when
the first mentioned toe portion is displaced from
the first abutment, to prevent rocking of the shoe
on the fulcrum element beyond a predetermined
amount and to prevent the shoe from falling by
gravity from the fulcrum element.

8. A combined shoe harbor and shoe stra.ight-
ener as described in claim 2 and in which the
fulerum element and the abutment are elongated
longitudinally and normally generally horizon-
tally to accommodate a plurality of shoes disposed
side by side on the fulcrum element and a second
elongated abutment generally parallel to the ful-
crum element is disposed thereabove and inter-
mediate the fulcrum and the first abutment to be
engaged by toe portions of one or more of the
shoes when displaced from the first abutment to
prevent falling of the shoes by gravity from the
fulcrum element and to retain them-thereon.

9..A combined shoe harbor and straightener
as described in claim 5-and in which an abutment
is disposed above-the base and intérmediate the
fulerum and the ledge upon which toe portions of
the shoe may lodge if the toe portions engaged
with the ledge become disengaged therefrom, to
prevent the shoe falling by gravity from the base.

10. In a combined shoe harbor and straight-

ener, a frame comprising longitudinally extend-.

ing front and rear generally horizontal spaced
rail portions relatively disposed so that the tip
of the front rail portion is inclined downwardly
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toward the rear rail portion whereby a shoe sup--

ported by its sole uponthe front rail portion
may engage said tip by a toe portion of the shoe,
to prevent downward rocking of: rearward por-
tions of the shoe by -gravity around the rear rail
portion, and to exert a -slight reverse bending
effort on the sole, the rail portions being sufi-
ciently long to accommodate a plurality of shoes
disposed thereon side by side.
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11. In a combined shoe harbor and straight-

ener, a frame comprising longitudinally extend-
ing front and rear normally horizontal spaced rail

‘portions relatively disposed .so that a shoe sup-

ported by its sole upon the front rail portion may
engage the rear rail portion by a toe portion or
the shoe, to prevent downward rocking of rear-
ward portions of the shoe by gravity around
the front rail portion, and to exert a slight re-

verse bending effort on the sole, the rail portions

being sufficiently long to accommodate a plurality
of shoes disposed thereon side by side, and the
rail portions being longitudinally telescopical to
changz the length thereof to accommodate dif-
ferent numbers of shoes disposed side by side,
and a shoe engageable abutment disposed inter-
mediate and above both said rail portions.

12, In:a combined shoe harbor and straight-
ener, -a- frame comprising longitudinally extend-
ing front and rear normally horizontal spaced
rail portions relatively disposed so that a shoe
supported by its sole upon the front rail portion

3

may engage the rear rail portion by a toe por-
tion of the shoe, to prevent downward rocking of
rearward portions of the shoe by gravity around
the front rail portion, and to ezert a slight re-
verse bending effort on the sole, the rail portions
being sufficiently long to accommodate a plurai-
ity of shoes disposed thereon side by side, and
a third longitudinally extending rail portion gen-
erally parallel to the two said rail portions dis-
posed thereabove and forwardly at the rear rail
portion, upon which toe portions of the shoes
may lodge when the toe portions engaged with the
rear rail are displaced therefrom to prevent the
shoes from falling by gravity from the rails.

13. A combined shoe harbor and straightener
as described in claim 12 and in which all three
rails portions are longitudinally .telescopable to
accommodate the overall length of .the harbor
to different numbers of shoes disposed side by side
on the rails. )

‘I, S. KOCHHEISER.
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